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Churches of CHRIST in 
New-England, ;Juſtified; : by the't. * 
Scripture, and.by. the Writings F* 
of many . Learned men, both'Þ 7 
Ancient and Modern. Divines:;Þ-.-: 
In Anfwer to ſeveral Queſtians; #22: 
relating to Church Difcipline'} x 


By Jncreaſe Mather, Preſident of | - 
- Harvard Colledpe in Cambridge; and | 
Teacher-of a Church at Boftow .... 

in New LEngjand. A, 


Jer. 2. 21, 36 1 bad planted thee a noble | 
vine, wholly a right ſeed---» why gaddeft thou | - ©: 
ab:ut ſo much to charge thy way» 


+ and the Steadfaſtfcls of your Fatth."| 
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. TO THE... A 
Churches of CHRISPF - 
I 'N | 


— 


New-England: -, * 


HAT the Churches whiches- | 
called Reformed, have attained* 
unto but an Tmperfe& --—"J 
mation is a Truth not to be 
denyed : The defe&” has 
not been ſo much in DoBirine 

as-1n (hr and Diſcipline. Nevertheleſs, itn. * 

this refpe&t ſome Churches have gone beyond. © 

' others. In-Geneva, France, Holland, they have - 

made an higher Progreſs then in Germany : bf . 

which the chief Reformers, ſuch as Melan@hon, 

Martyr, Muſculus, Zanchy and others were very,” 
ſenſible,” bitterly complaining that many who -- : 
were willing to caſt off the yoke of Anti > 
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- - Jet Were not willing to Subje&t to the Neke of 
-. Chriſt... Among(t all the Reformed Churches, 
-- ſome have given the Preference to the Bohomi> 
” ar Brethren, who ſpratig from the Walden/es, 
-. and they from the true Apoſtolick Church, 
: = corrupred with Popery.  Pheſe did: Lather 
- inthe year 1524. millike, becauſe of their 


gement, and write in Defence of thoſe Holy 
nes, Which-once he had-writcen againſt, 


hall » 
#5, 
[2330 


E- por after that,, he ſaw cauſe. to alter- his 
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” fo Lax in Admillions to the' Lords Table, 
- and wiſhing that the Evangelics in Germany, 
-- had began the Reformation with Diſcipline, 
C ns wy ack Po F = _—_ 
-. change OL his Jhadgement Popiih Authors do 
* Unwortkily upbraid bim, ſince it was a change 
- for the better. Laſitius ( the Poliſh Hiftori- 
=. an \) fayes,.. that if any where in the World 
> #be Pramitzvd Apeſtolical Churches were to be 
=. en, it was amongſt the Ecc!e/iv/z, the poor 
% Iittle Churches of the Bahemian Brethren. 
> When Learned Bucer heard one of their Mis 
- niſters { who was ſent on purpoſe into Germa- 
* 2 for that end ) give. an account. of 2he. 
> Order of their Churches, he burſt out into 
- Tears, ſaying. to the other ,Divines Preſent,. 
- This is Heaven upon Earth. Vergerius, ( that 


| . Legae to the Emperor, taking Calvins Inſtitut 


-was. Converted thereby ), wrote*to an. 
THE Eminent. 
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& -foi8 Eccleſiaſtical - Diſcipline. But twelve. 


- bewayling His;owo Error in that he had been” 


- famous Preacher who having been the Popes 
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ihe eo his hands. with a defign to. confute - 
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The Epiſtle Oedicatory. _. $ 
Eminent Perſon in- thoſe Churches, that he 
Prayed for- nothicig in. this world -ſo- much .. 
as that he might [ive and Dye a | 
amongſt them. Now that - wherein thele * 
Churches did chicfly Excel, was their Ordex +. 
Eipecially in their great ſtrieineſs as #0 Admif- / 
ſions to the Lords Supper. It was in thoſe dayes 4 
obxed  againft them, Fratres nom habene © 
Eccleſlam apertam,. that their Churches wire 7 
encloſures, and their Church doors were tob-> 
ſtrair. But they knew that the Scripture calls -- 
the Church a Garden Encloſed, a Spring ſhue- 
up, and a fountain Sealed, Cant 4-1%.. : oF 
were wont to- Anſwer ſuch as made that ob» - 
jxion againſt them,. Chrift has taught us. that*; 
we muſt not givg Holy things, Excep# to Holy * 
Perſons. Religion ( ſaid they ) is mot to begin - 
with the Sacrament, but with: Repentance and 4; 
Faith. And as Chriſt wou'd not commit himſelf, © 
to all that Profeſied Faith, ſo- neither muſt wes* > 
There are many that prove Abortive Chriltians,..” 
we muſt be as careful as we can, that - we' be 
not deceived with ſuch Communteants. And-*; 
therefore the Confeiences of ſuch as «offer themſelves -* 
to our Communion are to be ſearched into, 'and © - 
they muft be tryed cmmcerning- their ſincerity: - 
again and again ; and Obſervation made what -. 
Fruits that are Evidences ' of true Repentance dv 
appear in them;  - This - was the DeCtrive' : 
This was the Diſcipline of thoſe+ famous 
Churches. Thus did they Pratie for many 
years, But by reaſon of an Univerſal Telerationg. 
and- through Carruption in- their Schools, they , 
KT. AF; - Cogrneraied ,, ©” 
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x, 8 "The "Spttl Dedicatorp. _ 
| pike, me Je et, Fn Ftp 
- Pine, . e jeaiouly of the Lord ditipat 
| \-nnd hed an al A late writer. ob- 
..hrves, that for the ſpace of Forty years - the Re- 
Y Formed Churches in France kept cloſe to-their 
| - Eecleſiaſtical Diſcipline, but after that they grew 
--- remiſs. And what has. God: done to them 
- -all at this day ?. It was ſpoken to the Church 
- mn Epbeſus, Rev. 2. 4, 5. Thou haſt- left thy 
* Firſt Love, Remember therefare whence thou art 
- fallen, and do the fiſt works, or elſe I- will come 
thee quickly, and. wil remove thy Candleſtick 
- "out of his place, The Revelation . Was Write 
> ten. Forty _ years alter the Church in Epheſus 
- was rſt planted. The Firſt Generation. of 
- Church Members -in- that time were doubtleſs 
L- the moſt of them dead : their Succeſſors' want- 
"ed the Firſt Zeal. for the wayes of Chriſt 
> --Wherein their Predeceſ{ors had Excelled. This 
= a laſt iflued in. a Remaval of the Candleſtick, 


q And'ſhauld not the dear Churches of N:w- 
2) \Eng/and, be awakened by ſuch awful Examples 
- £0 take heed |. aſt it be thus with them? And 
' therefore to beware-of -Dectenſions,. eicher from 
the Figth. or from the Order of. the Goſpel. 
[There is-that which the Scripture call,. the pre- 
ſent Truth, in which in a ſpecial manner we 
ought to be Eſtabliſhed. 2. Pet. 1.1%: viz. 
That which. is very Peculiaely the Truth of 
the Ape or the Piace where the D:vine Pros 
vidence has cilt our Lot. And” this! is Now | 
the "Frum. which . dos concern... Eco!rfiaftical | 
Poisry, | 
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e Gpiffle Dedicatory. b= 
Polity. at is ir, for which our Fathers "Ty 
fered a Voluntary Exite into this Wilderneſs, 
| when it was a Land nor-Sown. Here God 
rewarded chem with ſhewing 'to them #be 
form of his Houſe, ' with all the outgo1ngs thereof}, 
and al the comings in thereof. Mr. Bright» 
man, before ever there was a N:w England, 
Conjectured that there would be ſome Faith- 
tul Servants of. Chriſt in a 1/!dernefs, unto 
whonr he ſhould make” Singular Difcoveries 
of Truth + ; which ſeveral Judicious Authors 
have Efteerned as a Propherical Paſlage fulfilled - 
in what has come to paſs in this American 
Deſert. However, The Truth whict reſpe& 
Ghurch Order are they which theſe Churches 
above any other are concerned to maintain : 
And an 4pottary from them would in- News * 
England be a greater Sin and Provocation to 
Chriſt, then in any Place in the whole world. 
Regenvolſcius in bis Eccleſiaſtical! Hiſtory of the 
Stavonian Churches, relates that Lucas Brugene . 
fis, ( a man_famous for his Learning and Piety 
Ss | amonſt the Bohemians, ) was wont- to fay, ' 
I | chat he did not fo much dread all the- Enemies - 
1 
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and Perſccutors whom they were: continually - 
endangered by, as he was afraid leaſt remiſs 
neſs in their Holy Diſcipline won'd prove the ruin 
2 of their Churches, His Predifion was... ſadiy 
veria:d; | pray God the like fate may never 
a attend theſe Churches, . m \too. many of -which 
_ there is an annzing Retaxarion of Diſcipline; - 
p | Sure | am; that to depart from: the Order , of 
1 | zbe. Goſpel eftabliſted 10; thelſe- Churches > 
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obtain ſuch_ ſignal Divine proteCtions as they 
; were favoured with. 1/e. 4 5- If we Kb 
pouſe ſuch principles as theſe, Namely, That 
Churches are not to Enquire into the Regeneration 
of thoſe whom they admit unto their Commu- 
mon. That Admiſſion to Sacraments - is to be 
left wholly to the prudence and Conſcience of the 
Miniſter. That Explicit Covenanting with God 
and with the” Church is needleſs. That Per- 
" Jons -not Qualified for Communion in ſpecial 


Qrdinances ſhall Ele& Paſtors of Churches. | 


- © That all , Profeſied Chriſtians have right to 
* Baptiſm. That Brethren aje. to have no Voice 
' #n Eccleſiaftical Councils. © That the Eſſence of 
a Miniſters eall is not in the Eleftion of the 
People, but in the Ceremony of Impoſing hands. 
That . Perſons may be Eftabiiſhed in the: Paſtor al 
Office without the Approbation of Neighbouring 
| . Churches or Elders ;, We then give away 
the whole Congregational cauſe at onCs, and 
a-great part of the Presbyterian Diſcip/ine alſo, 
To begin a (change in one of theſe Parti 
. culars without Dec:/ion of a Syned, would in 
other Churches 'of the Reformed be counted 
Preſumption ;_ but to deſign all or moſt of 
* theſe Innovations: at once, is cettginly a bo!d 
Attempt: No longer {ince then May 27.1697. 
no leſs-then Thirty Miniſters-in this Province, 
* Gid dedare and ſubſcribe it with- their hands, 
| That they were made ſenſible: of the tendencies 
- Mich there are amongſt ys. towards. Deviations 


grons- - 


Epiſtle Dedi , 
the FER... our Fathers, and declared. in 
the ag 9 of Diſcipline, 18 not the way to- 


” T_T —___ Domcc 


| is Cauſe to be ſenſible of it now as muck as 


| taination of ſuch, in Koefions-of this natures | 


The -Epilfle Dedicatorp. 9 
from the good Order wherein eur Churches have 
according to the Word of the - Lord Feſus Chrift, 
been happily eftabliſhed and continued” There 


then, For Deviations are not leſs then for» 


merly, but rather growing upon us. every ' 


day, Shall we then. by filence betray the 


"Truth 2 When the intereſt of - Chiriſt is 


concerned ; do we not hear that voice, 
Who is on the Lords Side ** ho?” Is th 

no - one that will ſtand up for the Churches 
of- Chrift-?- The Good People in them may, 


| then well think that their Fatchmen are all er- 


ther Dead or Aſleep : For: which cauſe it is, 
that 1 Dedicate this enſuing Diſſertation unto 
you the Churches of Chriſt in New-England, 


My - Brethren, and the Lirdr Peopte,. 


It is not my own Cauſe, but Yours, which 
F have here undertaken'and plead for. - Did [ 
ſay Yours ? Nay, .it is Chrifts Cauſe, The 
defence of theſe Truths is now b:come #he 
Cauſe of Chrift and of bis Churches in News 
England. I atn alfo-very ſenſible that Joung. 


Divines, Who- have not Studied thefe Contro- - 


verfiez, are apt to think, \ that what has 
been Ordinary profefied and praftiſed in the 
Churches of New. England, is Novelty and 'Sin- 
gu/arity, It may in that reſpe&t be a Service 
to the Churches that ſomething be written, 
which may be for the Informatioa and Illu» 
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"gathered to their Fathers : 
. Second Generation, fuch of them ag are yet living 
are now in pears,and ſoon will be all gone. The 
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- Third Generation are coming to take their turn. 


attle ; 
- by means whereof they may be the more 
fit ro Serve ag ira God wherever 


the Divine * Providence thall ſee good to di 
poſe of them. 


New-England ( | mean the Churches in it ) 


- 


" Was Planted & Noble Vine wholy a righ ſeed, 


Weare all concerned in our feveral Capa- 


F- cities ( Miniſters in .theirs and People in 


theirs )- to Labour what in us lies, that 
they who ſhall come after us, may not.prove 
Degenerate Plants ; much more ſhould 'we 
Endeavour that they may not be fo in 'our 
Dayes.. It is a ſad Obſervation often VYeri- 
fied by Experience, That Religion in the 
Purity and Power of vt, ſeldome continues lon 


wm the ſame place. When the Church of War 
 , Was in a Setled State, They Serned the Lord al 


the; dayes of Foſhua, and of the Elders that out 
lived Foſbua ;. that Generation was gathered t4 


- . their Fathers, and therc © aroſe another Generation: 


after them which knew not the Lord. They turn- 
ed quickly out. of the way which their Fathers 


” - Walked 3n, cbeying the Voice of the Lord, but they 


did not ſo. It was the Third Gene ation of 
Church Members which proved Degenerate 


| "and Apoſtate : Pray Gad it be not ſo in News 


England. The Firſt Generation of his Servants 
whom he brought into this Wilderneſs are 
And- many. of -the 


Some 


begs. * 


" he. a. Sdiit..4 


To * XX Wa DP £0U we 


Churches, as inheriting rincip 

and Grace of their Fathers and Grand-F 
but many of them do not ſo, On which ac- 
count, it is-not at all to be wondred at, if 
they Dillike the Good Old way of the Churches ; 
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yea, it they Scoff at it, as ſome of them do 
or if they are willing to ya from what is 
Ordinarily Pralliſed in the Churches of Chriſt 
in New-Enpland. 
Church Diſcipline, is not Suited for a 

Intereſt, or tor a Forma! Generation of Profet 
fors) It will ftand or fall as GodBneſs in the 


Power of it does prevail or otherwiſe. "That _ 


there is a great decay of the Power of Religion: 
throughout all New England is Lamentably trucy. 
If that revive, there will be no fear of Departs 

from the Holy Diſcipline of the Churches I 
Chriſt. But revived it will be amongſt thoſe 


who are Enernies to Explicit Covenanting with 


of Explicit Renovation of their Covenants with 
God and wich one another, But I hope e- 


ough. is/faid about that in the Subſequent Di 
11/ition, "=. 
Let the Churches Pray for the Colledge par- 
ticularly, thar God m1y ever Bleſs that Soci 
with faithful Tyrors that will bz true to Chici 


For the Congrerngs 
orldly 


Oro me + 


God and His People, azainſt whom the Reli-. 
\gious Societies of the Church of England Commu- | 
140n, - noW in London, will riſe up and Cons 
demn'them. Was it ever known that Colapſed- 
TChurches were teſtared to her Primitive State 
of Purity, bur in thisway, and by this mzans : 


Intereſk _ 
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T2 Epiltle' Dedicatorp. 
Intereſt and theirs, and not' Hanker after new: 
and looſe wayes. This is a matter of noſmalt&$ 
Eoncernment: For if the Fountain whoſe BF 
Streams ſhould make glad the City of God, be 
corrupted, Pofterity will be Endangered there» 
y. The poor. Chnrches .in Bohemia betore/| 
mentioned found ir ſa. If the -begun Apetaoy| ( 
fheuld proceed as faſt the next thirty years as 
it has done theſe laſt, ſurely it will come to 
that .in New- England (_ Except the Goſpel it 
felf Depart with the Order of it ) that the moſt 
Conſciewious People therein, will think them- | 1 
| ſelves. concexned to gather Churchcs out of 
_ Churches, But as yet the .Declerſim js not 
' gdne fo far but a Stop may be put there- | - 
. unto, and the Intereſt of Religion be Retrieved. | 
It was faid to one of the decaying Churches in | 
Aſia, Be watchful and firengthen the things which 
remain, and are ready to Dy ; «»» Remember how 
thuu haſt ' received, * arid -heard, and. bold faſt. 
Do's not the Lord Jeſus, Chriſt fay fo' to the 
Churches in New-England? ). And does He 
Y nor tay. as unto another of the: Churches, 
oo | faſt that thou haſt, that no man take | thy fa 
own. 
"The Lord give vs Grace To to do, "which - 
' is the hearts delire and Prayer, of him who is, |? 


- Tours to Serve you, |. 


RY "Increaſe Mather. |s 
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THE 
Orderof the Churches 
(n New-England. © - 

V INDICATED. 
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QUESTION L 


Hether Particular Churehes 
ft ought to Confiſt of Saint 
" > 1 and true Believers on Chrift % 
le | 


| The Queſtion is--n& de' 
* fo, Whether there are not rrue Churches in 
whom'there are many that are not Saints, but: 
4 [4s jure, Whether it ought to beſo ?.and whe» 
, [ther that Church is not Guilty of 1Sin,; 'whice 
® [dos admit thoſe into their Communjon whe 
are not. in the Jadgment - of rational Charity 
true Rejievers on Chriſt, - This being premiſe 
for the true ſtating of the Queſt:on:3 the Ag- 
'» | [wer is Aﬀirmative, And that tor theſe among 


| other - Reaſons. ty 
| . 1, Theg 


Ad bed IA LAADRDA | 


* 724 The Order of the Churche 
__z! There are Scripture. afro lat 
tithe Times of the New Teſtament which" 
nate Ut Eronge/icel Churches ſhall conftiffi4t? 
© HelyPer s. It is foretold thar the uncirfotv 
-cumciſed ſhall not Enter into Gods Holy Ciryh ©"! 
I/ai.'52,. x. That the high way, the way into th? < 
'Chureb- ſhould be: #he way of Holineſs, 1/aifÞ*V 
35:8. Thar the people ſhould be al! Righre-Bio 
_ the branch "4 the Lords planting, the work __ 
of hgs - tinth that He might be glorifyed. Iſai Go NE 
2I. HI ache ſhall be keptilÞ 
out. of-the ,Spiritual-Jeruſalem, Rev. 21.27. I 
». The_ e informs us that in 
Churches where the appointment of Chriſtba: 
was. obſerved it has been thus: As in Ephe-$ 11! 
Jus, *Cormnth, Ptlippi, Coloſie, the members of" 
the Churches © there, were $4ints, Faithful Bre-19! 
.#hren, SanRifed im Chriſt. Feſus. thi 
"3. A particular inſtituted Church is the jj #4 
Hoafe of -God. That particular Church in {| v" 
Eph is ſaid to be fo. 1 Tim 3. 15. A (a) 
Learned and Eminent Divine has theſe Ex- Þ a" 
grefions- 'Av (faith he ) a vertuous Civil man | P< 
* Jos not like to have in his Houſe uncivil | 
” -*<werſory fo the ' moſt Holy God will not | 
4 <allow-any to_ be in his Family, that are | 4 
F 8s” As'nd man can think well ro-have 
- *:8vine-Mhis Houſe, 'or Dogs and Swine to 
_ "Soweto board with the reft of the Family, 
\- 66pm Sinners have no allewance from God' 
© © & be in his Houſchold. 
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in N. England Vindicated. 25 
nd 4. None that were legally unclean might. 
- enter into the Jewiſh Temple, 2 Chron. 2.3.1.9." 
18. 2.1; 28, 29. Nor Eat of the Paſover and- 
-irffother Holy things. Numb. 9:6, 10, 11: Now; 
ev Evangelical Churches are the Lords Temple:: 
h41 Cor 3. 16, 17. And 2 Cor.6. 16. And they 
- Abave in them Sacred things, yea the Body-ane? 
ie. Blood of Chriſt ; and therefore they who are 
rMorally Uaclean may not be admitted into - 
o fJthem. The Ceremonial Holineſs of the Jew- 
ot filb- Church was Typical of that real Holineſs* 

which ought to be in Goſpe} Chui 
inl 5. When i: has been. otherwiſe, Lord 
ſt{bas reproved them that have cauſed -or per- 
2. mitted ſuch abuſes ; as in the Church -at Co- 
affrinth, Pe: gamus, Thyatira, which are blamed 
-- (for their ſuftering Ungodly perſons- to be 1n-- 
their Communion. 1 Cor, 5. 25 __ Rev. 27 
i, 15, 20. A Scripture which 
unto the Times of the Goſpel-ſeverly rebukes 
thoſe Miniſters which ſhall bring * men thar 
are VUncurcumciſed in Heart, ( Unre 
perſons ) into. the SanFtuary, into the Chizrely 
of God, to Eat the Bread and' Drink the 'Bloo- 
which they that are there partake oſs Exeky 
44, 7,9 % | 
> | 6 Nothing can be more fatal to the Inter? - 
Iclt of ages, then to Conftirute Churches: 

of Unſandtified Members. This made way - 
for - the Antichriſtian Apoſt acy, which has bcen- 
—— Hr = the —_ of _— __—_ 
nels throughout the greateſt part t 
Which bears the Name of Chriftendowe. When 
B 2 Chriſtianity: 
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Chriſtianity became the State Religion, whole 
Provinces . at once were made Church Mem- 
hers, upon. a bare Profeſſion of Chriftianity, 
without any regard to their real Sanity. - And 
this Corrupting the Church. as to the matter of 
It,” was the means of introducing that Corrup- 
tion in DoGtrine, Worſhip, Order, which ſoon 


followed Of this ſome of the Ancients - who: 


lived in the. fourch Century were very ſenſible, 
for we find in their Writings ſad complaints 
about it. If we allow a Degeneracy in our 
Churches. in reſpe&t of the matter of them our 
'Bethels will ſoon become Bethavens. It is a 
mart but a. true Expretfhion of a Great (b) 

ivine, That. to. compoſe Churches of - habitual 
Sinners, and that tither as to Stms- of Commi(ſ- 
fon or Sins of Omiſſion, is not to Ere& Temples 
ga Chriſt, but. Chappels to the Devil. 

Nor is this Afertion, That Viſible Saints are 


35 #he matter of - a particular Church a notion pe» 


culiar unto Cor regational Men. Our Bre- 
\thren of the Zu 5 Parſwaſion lay the ſame 
thing: Yea, the good old Non-conformiits, and 
Il that have been Studious of Reformation in 
ie Church: concur in this principle. Mr. 
Ball G) who was of the Presbyt.rian Judg- 
” ment, ſayes, That all true Churches ſhould conſiſt 
* - of Viſible Saints. The Non: conformiſts do _— 

NP <: edge 


(b) Dr. Owen of a Geſpel-Church: 
; > part v7 Pp. &: 
{c) Anſwer to Cann. part 2. Þ. 4:34. 5O- 
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ledge that Churches planted and gathered accor* 
ding to Gods Word confitts of Saints ont. - Thus 
Mr. Bat. The Presbyterians.of the Wnign yo 
London: have it for one of their Ar Thge 
none ſhall be Admitted as Members in anger þ | 
Communion in all the ſpecial Ordinanges of the 
Goſpel, but ſuch perſons as are Jonige'P Sound + 

aryts gt 

ligion, without Scandal in . their Lives, and p48 
Fudgment regulated by the word of God, are pars 
ſons of Viſible Godlineſs and Hanefty, credibly * 
profeſſing cordial Subjeftion to+ Feſus Chriſt. * 
Worthy Mr. Rutherford has theſe words, ( V4 : 
Theſe only ( fayes/he ) are to be admitted to the 
Supper of the Lord, whom. in Charity, we Zudge, | 
he brag do Try and Exammne is ge 1g rn 
rightly diſcern the Lords Body, and-who .ap Faith * 
can annuatiate the Lords Death. The Churches | 
in New-En; land are free to admit thoſe 'ingo +. 
their Communion who are thus Aualifed > - 
Nar do they infiſt -on more. FP 


2 wt: 
(F) Plea for the Presbytery in Scotland: p. 1.334.) 


——__C 


QUESTION: i( 


WW Rether there cught not to be a Tryal of pere- 
FX ſors cencerning their Qualifications and Pits - 
neſs for Church Communien before-they are" Admit» - 
ted thereunto ? | SPV 0 
Fhe Anſwer may be given *in three *Aﬀr- - 
B- 1+ Vee: 


Pp EEE 


x8 he Orvexr df the Churches 
'  F; We Afﬀerm that Examination: and "Tryal 
of the rom who offer themſelves to our 


mmenion whether they . are duelyfl i 


yo it, is ordinarily neceflary. 
or, 

7. If men. profeffing and pretending to be 
Apoſtles were to be tryed whether they were 
ſo indeed or no, then there is the like reaſon 
chat men pretending to be Saints, and ſo fit 
materials for- Church Fellowſk, ſhould be 
tryed - whether they be ſo or no. But the 
former is plain from Rev 2. 2: , Where ſuch 
' perſons were tryed” and fomnd.to- be but 
. Countereits. 

2. In the, Old Teſtament there were per» 
ſons f& at the Gates of the Temple to ſee whe 
hey were that did Eflay to enter, and to 
Keep thoſe out that: were not duely qualifed. 
2: Chron. 23; 19; And ſhall the New Teſta» 
ment Temple, #. e: the Church of God, have 
no perſons to Examine ſuch as would” enter 
thereinto ?* If Ceremenial 'uncleanneſs. made 
men Unkit to enter into the Material Temple, 
Moral Wncleannefs renders them uncapable of 
Admithon into the Spiritual Temple. Where: 
fore an Examination is neceflary: 

'  3- It is faid of the Myſtical Ferufalem, that 
 ?T'welve Angels were at her Gates, Rev 24, 
32. Which does not. ob{curely intionate, that 
there are Officers ia the Chriſtian Churches 
_ whoſe. work. jc. is- to obſerve who they are 


_ tips. Elly ts enter therelato, thar fo the 


wortty 
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worthy or duely qualified may be admitted' 
and others be debazred from Enterance.. 
2, The tryal. to be. uſed fhould'be fach. 
as may make it appear to the Judgement of 
rational Charity, that the peſons be ſo qua- 
liked” as all Church: Mc<mbers. ought to be. 
It has been proved that Church Mezmbers ought 
to be Believers, Saints, Regenerate perſons, 
And-therefore .the Church fhould pur the per» 
ſons. who defire Admiffion into their Holy 
Communion,. to declare and fhow whether it 
be thus with them, Whether they have truly 
Repented of their Sins, and whether they 
truly Believe an Chriſt, Thus we read -that 
Philip Examined 'the Eunuch whether he did 
believe on Chriſt with all his Heart or no: 


AR. 8.37: And Fobn ri put thoſe whom 


he admitted to his iſm to maniteſt - theje 
unfeigned Repentance. M##h. 3. 2: 
Nevertheleſs, © . 

3. A. rigid Severity iti Examination is to be 
avoided, and fuch tenderneſs and © Charity 
ought to be uſed 'as that the weakeſt Chriſty 
ans if Sincere may be encouraged and gladly 
admitted;; Yea, it were better ( as Mf. Cotton 
(4) obſerves ) to admit diverſe Hypocrites 
then,to keep out one Sincere Child - of Ged 
i ag” into the Church. | 

0, ONgt. 

1. Our [od Joſs Chriſt 'would* n6t - break 
the bruiſedReed nor quench the Smoaking flrx. 
Matth, 12. 20, But gather the tender Eambs 


| in 
(4) In the way of the Churghes..p. 36. 
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. In his arms, and-carry them gently in his bo- 


ſome. 1/4. 46. 11, 
2. Such as are weak in the Faith we are 


Expreſsly Commanded to receive: Rom. 14. x. 


Receiving into Church fellowſhip may well 
( amongſt other things ) be comprehended 
in that Expreffion. 

3. Weak Chriſtians if Sincere have the 
Subſtance of that Faith and Sanity which is 
neceſfarily required in Church Mcmbers ; 
and therefore no reaſon they ſhould be Ex- 
cluded, -thouph others amay Exceed them in 
meaſure and degree of Knowledge and Grace. 

& Church Communion and the Ordinances 
of. God belonging thereto, being of ſpecial 
uſe for Confirmation and growth in Grace, 
ſuch Chriſtians that are the weakeſt have the 
moſt need thereo therefore by no means 
fhould be Exclud@@&Qther.-'rom. Theſe Rules 
' being obſerved, awe” affirm that Examination 
of perfons to be admitted into Communion 
at the Lords Table is neceſffiry. More Ar- 
guments for it may be ſeen in Mr. Cottons Ex 
cellent 'Treatife of the Holineſs of Church" Mem- 
bers. And in this Controverſy thoſe «6f the 
Presbyterian perſwaſion agree with the Congre- 
gational, as we ſee in their Vindication. of the 
Preshyterial Government publithed by the Mi: 
niſters . at London in the yeaf® 4650. Dk 

many 


in what. we affert is *proved- 


Reaſons, and the uſual - Obje&tions againſt ir, . 
are folidly anſwered. In the primitive Timcs 
| they were very firict in Examining thoſe 


v1 0: 


% 
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who were admitted into Church Fellowſhip: 
The great- Chamier witheth that the like 
iy ftrictneſs were uſed in theſe dayes. Origen 
Ty againſt Celſus C'Lib 3. p. Mihi. 142, 147, 
ll 148: ) ayes, that in thoſe dayes, Chriſtiane 
d did initiate none but Converted ones in their 
Myfteries, and that they did. all that poſſibly 
© they could ' do, that their Churchezs might conſiſt 
5 | of none but ſuch as were endued with Spiritual 
» | Miſdom, and that therefore they that joyned to 
"| them ſubmitted to ſevere Examinations. This 
t 8 principle, That” ungodly perſons are not fit to 
be admitted-to the- Lords Table, was afferted in 
S | the firſt dawnings of the Reformation. Nor 
LY only ſack asfell in with the Geneve Diſcipline 
» | but the Firſ# Reformers in the Church of Eng- 
© 8 land went thus far. The Fwedty- nine. 
5 | Article ſayes, That in the uſe of the Krds Sups 
3 | per, ſuch as are void: of a Lively Faith, to their 
| Condemnation Eat and Drink, the Sign and 
tj Sacrament of the Body and Blood of Chriſti 
The Liturgy fayes, That in no wiſe men ſhould 
e:me but in the Marriage Garment> That if 
any man. be in Malice, or in any grievious Crime, 
Let him not come to the Holy Tab'e, but let 
him Repent truely of ' his Sins paſt, and bate 
a lively Faith im our Saviour Chriſt. Such 
Expreſſions as theſe are in the Engliſh Liturgy, 
A. B. Cranmer in his Anſwer to the Fifteenth 
Articles of the Devonſhire Rebele,having quoted 
many old Canons which r:quire the people 
ro Communicate and not the Prieſt ' alone, 
has theſe words, 1- weuld Exhert+ every Good 
Chriſtian-. 
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munion; yet 1 do not recite all theſe things to 


the intent that I would in this Corrupt World 


where men live ſo ungodly as they . de, that 
the old Canons ſhould' be reftored again, which 
Command every man preſent fo receive the 
Communion with the Prieſt ; which Canons if 


they were now uſed, I fear that men would 


receive it unworthily, See the Appendix to 
Cranmers Lite lately publiſhed by Mr. $:rype 
2.96. As for that objeftion that the Sacr4- 
ment is a Converting Ordinance, and therefore 
that there is no need of Examining men a» 
bout their Converſion in order to their bei 
admitted to partake thereof, it is a Popi 
'- Aﬀextien, Condemned and Cenfuted by our 
- Divines, Excepting that ſome of the Grofleſt 


Lutheraus have Eſpouſed it. Diverſe of our late 


Writers of the Presbyterman Judgment have 
Elaborately and Abundanily refuted that 
pernicious Error. Mr. Vines calls this Opinian 
an Upſtart Notion : And fayes, He wonders 
that any ſhould ſtand up in the. defence of it 
- ſince there is an army to a man againſt them, 
See his Treatiſe of the Lords Supper. p. 21 5. 
Mr "Glle/py in his Aarons Rod Blofioming. Book 
3.12, 13 and 14. Chapters, does not only 
Anſwer Mr Prins Allegations for the Afar 
mative, buc he has by no leſs than Twenty 
Arguments with great Learning and Judge- 
ment demonſtrated, that the Sacrament of t 
is not a Converting but a Confarna- 
iog Ordinance ; otherwiſe it might be Ad- 
p- miniſtred 


=—_ _ 
E 
# 
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Chriſtian man often - to receive the Holy Com 
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minftred not only to Uggodly but to Un- 
baptiſed perſons An Ordinance appoi 
for We gar is me ds Bet ow from 

abapti ons : But the upper is 
to be with-held from Unbaptiſed perſons. 
Exod. 1%. 48. Therefore &c. 
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QUESTION. II 


WY Fetter ae not the Brethren, and not the 
Elders of the Church only to Fudge con» 

cerning the Qualifications and Fitneſs of thoſe 

who are Admitted into their Communion ? 


Anſw, There is ſome difference of Appre- 
henſion, and yet no breach of Amity or Union, 
as to this Queſtion between the Brethren of 
the Presbyterian and the Congregational way, 
the former giving this power” only to the 
Elder ſhip, the later joyning the* Fraternity with 


them. . {e} Mr, Corton, and from him Mr. 


Norton has Judicioully ftated and * diſcuſſed 
this Controverſy. Let theic ahd ſome other 
Arguraents be duely weighed in the Ballanee 
of the. SanRuary. . 

I. 'Fhey that have power in Admiſſion 
have Power* to Jadge whether the. perſons to 
be Admitted are duely qualified for Admiſſion: 
But this is' true of the Fraternity as well as 
of the Prezhytery. No one can be Admitted 

ns <0 


{e) In Reſp. ad Apolon, p. 13: 


24 . The Order of the >E es 
into che Church by the Elders wib-u 
the” G@onſent of the Brethren. The Commu- 
nity -is 'concerned in who are Admitted, and 
therefore Thould concur therein: "Its a receiv- 
ed 'maxim, - Quod tangit omnes, debet ab ome 
bus approbari. . And teaſon ſayes, They that 
have power to Admit have power to Judge 
whether the .perſons who defire it, are fit 
for that Admirtance. 

2. They that have power to Judge whe- 
ther a perſon is fit to be caſt out of Commu - 
mon, have power to Judge whether he is ' fit 
to be received .into Communion: The Kyy 
{. the power 7 of Opening and Shutting belongs 
ro the fame perſons. But it is clear from 
the Scripture, that the Brethren ard not the 
Elders only have power to :Judge whether an 
Offender is firto be'Excommunicated. Matth. 
19-17. 1Cor*'5. 12. All Orthodox Divines 
agree that Church : Diſcipline ſhould be Ex- 
trciled, Conſentiente plebe. So amongſt. the 
Ancients, Cyprian, Ambriſe, Auſtin, Ferom, 
Chryſoſtcrs, -»Nazianzene, Theodoret, Theophylat, 
And amongſt our 'Modren Divines,: Calvin, 
Beza, Bullingtr, .Melanfion, Funius, Pareus, 
River, Trelcatius, It their conſent is neceflary, 
than they have power to Judge whether they 
ought. ro\ conſent -or-no. "+ 2 Y 

3 They that have .power to Judge whether 
a perfon Excommunicated, is fit to be reſtored 


to the Communion of the Church, have power, 


to Judge whether .perſons never yet received 
into the Communion of the Church are duclv 
”. 067 <ualia. d 
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qualified for that Communion.) But” the "A- 
poſtle writes tothe Brethren as welt \as to” the 
Elders of the -Church 'in- Corinth tov reſtore 
penitent, whom: they *had avcording to the 
diſcipline of -Chriſt laid under « Church' cens; 
ſure, '-2 Cor. 2.76. It the” Brethren are*compe 
rent: Judges cencerning the *Repentance of # 
Lapiled Communicant, they are '1not' incorth 


 petent Judges: of the Repentance' of other per- 2 


ſons that may'offer themſelves to their Conte 
munion. mn; 2 
4 When Saul defired to joyn to the Churchr 
at Feruſalem, he was not adrnitted until the 
-Prethren were by the Teſtimony of Barnabasg 
tog:ther With. his own *Declaration, ſatisfyed 
concerning the: reality of 'his-Faith and Req 
.pentance. AF 9-26, 27. © 130919 £63 
5- [f only Eiders have power to Judge who 
-are fic to come to the Sacrament 'or to-Joyts 
to the Churches, then. in caſe there is but 
one Eider in *a Church -( +as there 'are very} 
ſew Churches in New: England that have mare 
Eldersxhan 'ohe -) the' Sole power will-relida 
in that one* mans hands. Then by 'a parity. 
of-- realon one alone - would have power te 


duſpend: - from Commurion, which -Judicious 


Presbyterians do not ailow of, "For the'Lor-' | 

don Miniſters in thcir Vindication of the Pref- 
byterian Government, ( p 70,71.) bave theſe 
words. * It 15 ({ fry they ) as warrantable. by, 
* the word af God, for one Miniſter to aſſume 
* unto kimſclf alone the power of Suſpending 
- from the Sacramens, as it is to aflume-the 


\C- 5 * whole 


; i6 @he-Ooder of the Chutthey 

© whdle -pdwer. of admitting to: the Sacrament, 
*<for-: contilrierim-eatem | e#' ratio :: For one 
# Minifter-1alone fo aſſume this power to: him- 
"Pop ot "Birr be he-Church 
4 = tis 'Q into. the 

that mo have os reſemblanes 


"ago. 
; way 0 keep” -Popery _ wuz of the 
-S for the *Fraternity in” Churches to 
| and maintain that . power and privi 
. Hodge, » which does- of right belong-unto chem. 
Cerwin (its, 'tharin the firſt Ages of Chriſti 


out- of therands ofa the Brother-hood. 
> wr the Ancients, whoſe writings give us 
in-fight, -ivto what' was the gene- 


hold of the Churches, -in the Third 


- Eentzry makes this palt ' difpure. In "(f) one | 


of his" Epiſtles- he has theſe words, Examina- 
Hunt Singels pruſentibus et judicantibus vobis. 
And--in another, 5x plebs perfundeo at tales 
 epatiantir admitts,' That he had much adoe 
«£0: perſwade the ' people ro be ſarisfked with 
-the. Re ce - and "Qualifications -of ſome 
that * a Reception or 'Reſtoration to 
their- Cormmutniion. When in after times 
 :Chorch Members though: wich themſelves, our 
[Miniſters underſtand Church Afﬀairs better than 
"We dog therefore we will unconcern our ſelves, 
'and leave all to their Conſcience and Prudence : 
3s oy "thing { as ſame Learned menhave 
blerved: ) was. that wt.ich--made way for the 


Flange power Which we-plead for, was not. 


OW pris Epiſt 40. ile 
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riſe of Popery. It may be it will! be for -the- 
Edification of ſome Readers, it we recite ſome” 
paſſages out: of our famous. Dr. Owen, It biy+ 
Judicious (g) Treatiſe of Evangelical Clidrehes- 


He haswheſs: words. -* Di; Seillingfizer- dehyes 


5 unto- the. people- all. Liberty or: Abllitz to# 


©thuſe- their own Paſtors,' to judge what: is-+ 
© mcet for their. own Edification, what Hereſy, - 
© or a pernicious Error, and what is-not,.or 
* any thing of the like natetre. This is. al» 


* moſt the fame with that of 'the- 1 
* concetping- therawho erin pant 7s 
* the DcQrine of our Savioury - Fabs, 7% 4ije: 
6 This. people. which know-nat the Lam 2: yet "was - 


*it this People, whom the Apoſtle direfted to - 


* chooſe: out from-a themſelves” perſons - | 
meet for 'an- Evangelical Office, 48:65 The - 
© ame People: who joined with 


_ * and Elders. in the ED CO. 


© Grand caſe concerning. the. carragyy = rhe 
* the Legal Ceremonies, and were . 
* with then in- the determination of it: AS p5,) * 
: her Jams to- rey all. the - Apolkalical B> 
piſtles, Excepting-ſorae -to- particular perſons, .. 
*were written, And unto whom ſuch. di 
* reftions were given , and dyties Enjayned in 
*chem,- as. ſuppoſe. not only. Liberty and Av. . 
*bility to. judge for themſelves in all: matters - 
Þ Sar and wg _y alſo an clpecial 
* Intereſt in the Order and: Nifcipline af the 
* Church, thoſe who:.were to ſap: terdhelupe > 


C2. Pug - 
(g) Part 1. page 295, 296; 
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*3us their Biſhop, * 2ake- beed ro the Miniſtry 
© which thou haſt received 12 -the Lord that thon 
' "®-flifih-3ez Col A 17: Unto--whom: of all ſorts 
Eit:{s'Commanded: that they ſhould Examine 
*20d* Fry Antichriſte, Spirits,! and: falſe Teachers, 
« tart is All! forty 1of Herericks, Hlerefies,” and 


«Errors. -x Fob. chap. 2. 3. Oc ' That peop'e | 


© who- even;in following Ages adhered -unto 
©the'Faith and the OrthoCox-profcflion of ir, 
«when alinoſt 'all ahe *Biſhops : were became 
” Ain Hertticks, > This principle . of the Re: 
 <formidtivh23in" Vindication of the. Righte; Li- 
* <bpctis and Priviledges” of the Chriſtian: Peo- 
- pk 'to judge! and chooſe. for themfelves in 

_*mdttets of Religion, ito” joyn freely in thoſe 
- &Church Datics which: are 'rcquired-of them, 
<Wichoat: which the work: of it lad never been 
*canyed on, wedo:abide >by and maintain, 
£ Yeaz, we: meet i with no Oppofition more 
®herce then upon the account of our af: rting 
*:the Liberties 'and © Rights _ of the People in 
© refetence 'unto; Church Order and Worſhip. 
s-But I fhall:not be afraid to fiv;. that as the 
Ri Was: begun apd'carryed-or, on 
$ this-principle' : © So when 24s People {hall 


 Ethrough anrapprehenfion of their Ignorance, 


£:Weakneſs, and! Unmeetneſs to judge in mat- 


*S 


* © .rers of Religion, for thernſelves, and their own 
* duty; be kept and debarred .trom it; or 


$-when through: their own' floath,.negligence, | 


'©*-and viciouſneſs they ſhalt be really uncapa- 
-. $ ble to manage their own Intereſt in Church 
, «Afi, as Ping hi only to - be Governed 


bs 1 


rts 


* * the other.. Thus far Dr. Ower--. 


ir; Eugland: Viudicated. 25 - 

© If not as Bruze res, 7&. as dye mers 

the Amin 6 the Clogs ng dang 
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$ 11 the Church to gr Bae iy they did is 

* former, Ages,.-it the Old Popedome do-not : 

© return, a New ove. Will be ErcQed as. bad. ag. - 


— 


VN Hether 3s it neceſlary- that -perſons at- thei# -- * 
") Admiſſion into the Church, ſhould makes © * 
a--publick -Relation of the Tine and Manner -of -; 
their Converſion ? - : 

\ Anfw, 1. . As the Queſtion 13- worded, the - - 
Anſwer muſt be Negative, Nor do the-- 
Churches .of New Eng/and impoſe this -:: nor-: 
ought this to be required or delired of every, 7 
one that Joyns to- our Communion: . - | 
ory. 

I: Some truly Converted ones know- neither. - 
the* Time nor the Manner of their Conver= 
froa., It is often ſo with thoſe that have-been. 
Advantaged with- a Religious - Education, and. + - 
that have--been- all their dayes kept franm. fall .- 
ing into - Seandalous Sins. - The Spirit of Gbe : 
changeth their Hearrs gradually and infenfibly,. 
as Mr: Hooker: and other- practical Divines 
have (hewen.... [ mn (hb) clſce- where: noted 


$$ | wha 4 
(b1. [s: the preface to Mr. Michels Life. vt 


= 
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What Mr. Baxter relates- concerning a .confi- 
derable number of Emigent- Chriſtians - who 
being, met, together. op © other accounts, it 
was propoſed whether they could -all give 
' an —_ of "the Exact Tims. of their Gon» 

vertion ; and- there was but one of+-them 
All that could dv+ ic; 

2.. The. natural Tempers and Infirmities 


of ſome are fuch as make them uncapable/ 


of —_ publickly what God has-done for 
them. ome have. a natural Hefitancy of 
Speech. - Others are of very baſhful Fempers. 
Others are. of ſuch: weak [ntelleAyals as that 
they cat: Scarce ſpeak ſence» To pu: ſuch 
upon Publick Declarations of their Experiencee, 
would :, be to: expoſe - Sacred things to be 
Contemned--and Rigdiculed by men of profane 
Spirits. . / | 

.--3, It is. poſſible that the Occaſion of a 
mans Cyqnverſian.. may. have been ſomething 


”* Not fit to be publickly related.” Ic may >. 


' ahe words of" ſome. perſecuted Saint , who is in 
obſcurity.. It may be ſors. fignal-Judgm-ot 


on ſome of his Rtations : Nay. it: may be | 


ſome -Secret- Sin .which bimſelf has been guilty 


of, may- have ſo. wounded: his Conſcience as , 


-£o -occalion his true Repentance for all his 
other Sins :: but this he ought. not-to.tell the 
World of: . _ + | 

- 4 I. am the: more {l5w to pronounce the 


Factice in Queſtion ta be Abſolutely nece ſiavy, 
tor thats Good and. wie men, have .nvt.,been! 
| lairstye &. 


— p—_ a. 
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firisfyed neicher with the neceſfficy nor yet« - 
with the Expediency - of it. - True i is, 'that- 
the reaſon of that Oppoſition - againſk -it which+ 
is in” the minds of ſome, proceeds from their 
own- want , of Experience: The Anevicen+ , 
Apeſtle, ( as Mr. Baxter calls him}: good old: 
Mr. E!zoz, who was very Z-alous for publick- . 
Rel:tions, has ſometimes told us-of a man 
that Joyned himſelf ro the Church in Roxbury, . 
who had+ been' a very bitcr Enemy to this 
Holy - praCtice of the Churches--in New-Eng- - 


lag antil the Lord changed - his- Heart : 


And them when ' he: offered? himſelf to -the 
Communion--of the Church, - he! began” his , 
publick Relation after-this* manner,' may 
be it will be wondred at - thas 1 'who have been 


| fach an Enemy to theſe Relations, and” have fo 


often inveighed againſt that praftice: of the _. 
Chnrches, ſhould mow +.. be' wil'ing- my - ſelf © to 
Relate what impreſſions . ths, Word and Spirit - | 
of God, has made upon me. I muſt Confeſs, that -. 
when I was: agamſithat Praftigeg the true rea- 
fon war brcauſe I had nothing to fſay 5; but 3& - 
has pleaſed the Lord to Open + my yer, and. to 
Change my heart: and now 1 am willing: to De-+ 
clare unto all, you: that fear the Lord, what God: - 


has done for my Soul. Aﬀeer - this manner. did: -. | 


that Converted -man Expreſs: -himfelf-+. Yet -: 


p—__ ce —_— co 
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nr Ancient ac tance, the Reverend and 
Learned Mr. mp How ( who Was ones ar | 


gw 


- Where [ was opt x 


ork:.of the Miniftey fo years agoe JI” 
informed me of one-in that Church, XI) Po 


it from 


” of. on- bis Soul, that ( as Miz; How aflur- k 
| ed me. ) there was not one man in.all the | 4 
I Church that: had dey Eyes at the hearing of it. } ,; 
Thel things confidered,” we ſhall readily, con- | -; 
© cede: unto thoſe: who are - Scrupulaus: about. | 

| Relation, that A Formal” Rilation 15 not abſe+- || | 
[y. neceſiary. in; order to  Admiſfgn inta. | :,, 
dy Fellow ſhip... | g1 


elefs, . 
ſw; 2: The pratice of the Churches in {| -0 
qr Kage vd 28 to mm. particular, is Lawfu', |. 
Exifying.:. It is--Lawful for - ” TE 
F Charts to- nk thoſe that offer themſelves--Þ 
' to. their Holy Fellowſhips. to give. an. .account 
| - of their;.Fauh and Repentance :. And when | - 
a. Church deſires. it, no capable perſon ought-- , 
to: refuſe; it..; For,... 'T- 
- Þ There is Scripture warrant for this practice: | 
David: fayes, 1 have: not bid: thy Righteouſneſs ; 
within: mye. beart,: 1: have declared thy Faith» 


F fun pdt lneven, Lev oe equenaled oe” | 


— 


4 their hope (Mrws that they / | 
Clare. what good things they hoped forin: this . 
t 


toving kiridneſs- and thy Truth from- the” great 
Congregation. -Pſal 40. 19 And: in another 
place, he fayes,- Come and hear all, you+that 
fear "God, 'and -1 will declare what he* has done © 
for my Sonl, Pfu! 66-16. FThefe-Expreflions 
fhow thar- a- Chriſtian fhou!d-be willing upert . 
juſt accafion,--to dec}are the Goodneſs 'arid 
Gracious workings of God upon his Soul, 
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and this too inthe Afi*mbly 'and Congreges 
tion "of his: People Now -it -a"Qhurch'-dvoes 
defire tr thats- a juſt * occaſion” for< the doing 
of-ir' : and therefore it then c u2ht to b2'done: _ 
Moreover,:the Seripture fayes,, that Chriſtians 
fhould be ready to give-a reaſon of the hoſſe . 
that is: im \them to every one that - atheth.. 
'1- Pet '3.-£ 5:+ Fhis Expreffion - of: A -reaſon of - 


4 'or- ins another world; bur- alfs upon whi 


grounds they .did fo hope: FPFor:-.elſe” they 

-might ſhew- their hope, but no, the Reaſon | 
'of thts hope. Now if-a-mah has E&part * 
.enccd/h work- of Saving Conyerfion, -caufing : 


him: to- acc<pt of Chriſt on 'the'terms of 'the 


= he has-fufici-nt Ground and R-aſon 


or Hype. Eph.'1: 18: Heb.1 1. r. Butwith- 
"out that he has no reafon to hops but the 
contrary. Eph.'2:-12. Therefore he that: de--. 
' clares the Treaſon of his hope, muſtwdeclare 
bis Faitr and Regeneration If the Apoftle 
does ſpecially intend-that Chriſttans-- ſhould. . 
- be ready to do this before Perſecutors, who |. 
would probably be oflended 'wich'them for 


in N: England Viridieated 33 | 


b PA 
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it, ſurely they ſhould be ready to do this 
before a Church of--Chriſt. who will not be 
offended-with. them, bur bleſs- God for whaz- 
the ſhall-hear:. The Presbyrerian (5) Mis 
niſters-: of: Londen. fay well;, whoſe words, are 
thele, If: Chriſtians are bound to give--an. account | 
of their Faith. and Hopes to every one that arketh,. 
Jea. even - to Heathen. Perſecutors,, how-- much 
mere eught. they to doit to the Officers of the- 
Church. ?ofpeczally at ſrich a+ Time when they 
defire to be. EN 106; comps” © 
84-908 commun. to- all Jarts of Chriſtians. | 
| And how much more to-a, whole Church 
of. Chriſt, if they ack it ?:* There- are alſo 

; ture Examples to. encourage this Holy 

4 actice. - They who were admitted to Fobns- 
 Bopti/o, made an: Open Dectaration- of their. 
n-43+: 2. did manifeſt that ſerious defires 
were wrought in their \to--be- delivered 
from their- Sins, which lay upon-their Con». 
ſciences and pricked-—their hearts, and that: 
they. gladly received - the word of promiſe. 
IF.this was. publickly manifeſted by them. be- 
fore.their. Admitranceto Baptilin ; why ſhould 
.not. the: ke. be done now- by Chriftians b£ 
fore their. Admiſſion . to-. the Lords Table ? 
It: is. alſo». recorded. concerning. the Converted 
Epheſians, that . they - not only believed, but 
Came and Conſefied. 48. 19:18. which iaj- 
plyes 4: Public Declaration of their eng, 


(i) Findication of Preghygerian: 
Gavernment. p. 6 7. 
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And wy at that the Apoſtle Pau! wag ready 
upon allzuſt occaſions to+ relate 'the ftory of 
his Converſion. This 'does warrant Chriſti- 


-ans now to'praftice the like on juſt occafions. 


And-.confequently 'when 'a Charch of Chrift + 


' ſhall-call fer it. The great: Auf im his 

Book of Cenfeffions, relates the ftory of his 
: Converſion : "The like we find in -the pub+ 
1 liſhed lives of many Saints. Faftin Martyr 


in his diſputation with Tryphon the Jew giv-* 


eth'a Marvellous account of his Converhon, + | 


by means of a Reverend old man, that 'ad- * 
viſed him to Read the Scriptures and to pray 
to God for \ illumination, and then departed 
out of his light. LE 
'2. It is nect{fary that *Churches fhou'd 
know that ' thoſe whom ' they admit to their 


«Communion are: duely- qualtted for that Come 


municn. "That: they have in them { (o far 
-2s men are able to judge ) that which is 


the matter of 'Selk:Examination, viz. Faith 


and -Repentance, That they have an ability 
to Examine themſelves, arid not only Do&tri- 
nally but Spiritually o diſcern the Lords Boay. 
'1 'Cor., 11. 28, 29; Now one- way for the 
Church to know that they. are fuch, is, by 
a' Relation of Experiences. Nor can 'it ' be 
'known' except by a Relation, or that which 
{hall be Equivalent thereunto.; as our worthy 
£4) Mr. Mitchel has Evinced. 
3+ This practice of- our Churches has 'g 
tendency to promote Godiinefs in the Power 


(k ) "op bis Life, p. $4 


'36 - The Order of the Churches 
* ie. 1 bleſs the Lord, in that qo are & 
this day -in Loxdon, | ſeveral - Religions © Societies 
of the. Communzon- of the Chavet, of - England, || th 
whoſe .delign is to promote Religion in-the | jc 

Power of At, Now theſe Societies require | ff 
of ſuch as; joyn to them, that" they - give the | c 

th 
v 
O 


—_ 


Society. a Solemn account - of their ſence of $piris- 
tual things, which they :do ſometimes Orally 
and ſometimes in Writing. * One that bas Þ| © 
peruſed: ſome of their -Pepers, -Reports' that || a1 
they have in them ſuch Pious and ſenſible} z 
Expreflions/as wou'd mightily affe& any Pious 

Perſon. to read them. Bur of this I haveff ec 
made. a. more-large Recitation in a lately” {) Þ} L 
publiſhed Epiſtle. New linee this -pradtice || <: 
has 2 iencency” to-promote' Godlineſs, whv || ri 
ſhould it nor be-continued in our Churches? | 0 
If rhe Reformers +3 the Church of England, rc» ſ|| v 
'quire a Solern-account of their ſence:of Sp>F n 
ritual things. cf thoſe that - are ' Admitted into | C 
their Religzous Secieties,, Why -may not We re- || It 


quire.. the --like -ef , them that. joyn+ to 'our | E 
Churches, which 'are - Religiows: Svcietses ? tt 

| 4. T bis -praQice has been- ard *will' be at» Þ b 
tended. wiih- blufled -eftcCts, - | fe 

| For, if 


. 1.;Icwill-cauſe the-Name-of Ged te beglo- || b 
rityed. +Jhe Church that Hearah a Savoury (tc 
Relation ; from any that: preſent themſelves to | F 
their Communion, will praiſeGed for his Grace | t! 


- in-them. Ga/. 1. 24, .- .. ries | -}| 
93 2; waned $74,554 co Bac j 
0 (1) Sce my Epiſtle before Mr.Willards V 


- I.” 
- % 
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2. The Lords people will have oy ond 
Comfort in ſuch - Members being” a to 
them, If | Paul and Barnabas id cauſe great 

joy to the Brethren by declaring the Conner. 
fion of others. AA 15. 3. That Chriſtian will 
cauſe great joy to a whole Church. of Chritt, 
| that ſhall Relate to them, the - Experience 


which he has had of the Grace of God in his 
own Converſion. It is good to be- a helper 
and not an hinderer of the joy of Saints. 
2 Cor: I. 24» 

3. The perſon that does thus joyn himſelf 
to the Lords People. will have more of thei - 
Love and 'AﬀeCtion than could otherwiſe be 
expected. When they perceive what Expes. 
rience. he has had of the Converting Grace - 
| of God in his Soul, every- ohne that is Godl 
' will Love him, and their Hearts will be U- 
nited to him. 1 Foh. 5. 1: 1 Appeal ro the 
Children - of Gad if they do not hind it thus! 
It when they ha” any perſons make a very 
Experimental Relation of Gads dealings with 
them,” in Convincing . them | of their miſery, 
by Nature, and bringing them to caſt them» 
ſelves upon Chriſt, and helping them againſt 


ſpecial "Temptations, they do not: find in their 
hearts a Singular Love and Holy. Aﬀ:&Aion 
towards fuch perſons ever after that day; 
From ſuch Conliderations as theſe mentioned, 
the practice of the Churches. of New- England 
reſp: ting the matter in Queſtion is to be 
Jaltifyed, and | pray God, that ir may be 
with due Solemanity —_— That ſome 


of 
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E of _ our Presbyterian Brethren _ -rhat 
> '- Which js equivalent to' what is with us called 
© Publick. Relation, of thoſe whom' they | ad: 
-Jait ro the: Lords Supper, is to. be ſeen by 
a Diſcourſe, called, The 2oung mans claim t: 
#he Sacrament, Written by my worthy. Friendll ' 
Mr. -Fobn' Quick, a - Reverend Miniſter now 
in London. | ſhall only. add, that -care is to 
Þe taken, Leſt' this cuſtom of .the Churches 
3 degenerate into a meer Forma'ity. Not only | 
things in themſelves Lawful and Good, but thef 
Haly Inſtitutions of Chriſt, have through -the 
Malice of Satan and the Corruptions of men; | 
'- been turned into Formalities, So are Church-f| 
officers, Sacraments, and Church cenſures in 
the -Church of Rome, and in ſome Proteflant 
Churches .alſo ; which .are not thropghly 
deanſed from-- the Romilh Supcaftirions. OQur 
Cuftomary Relations. may and will be ſo too, if 
-- We be-not careful ro'prevent it. [n{pid, Sap* 
- Jeſs. Relations Which are uſed only-Profoyma, 
= - wall not .Edify; but give. Scanda), and Pie- 
 _qudice. many againſt this Laudable .PraCtice, 
-- \There-are "Reports, as it-in ſome. Churches, 
Perſons -have brought. written 'Relations - fi: (t 
to the Minifter, and then to the | Church, 
Which -were not of their own diftating, ' hut 
- - deviſed by others for them. I hope theſe 
Reports have nothing of. Truth in. them, . but 
-- if they have, 4 am ſure that. ſuch - Lyars to the 
+ . Holy Ghoſt, have .Exceedingly provoked -the 
| Lord. : 
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F445 the Church Covenant as Commonly 
| praQiſed in The Churches of New-Euglandy . * 
any Scripture Foundation © | 


hes Anſw, This Queſticn was Conlidered at a- 
nlyll General Convention of Miniſters at Beſ#on, 
hel May 26-. 1698, And all the - Miniſters thens .. 
the prefent. { one only <xcepted ) did Concur- in 
Nfl the Affirmative, The Reafons to prove that 
hf this Practice of our Churches is not an humane 
nf }rvention, but. grounded on the- Word of 
ny Gods: are ſuch as thee. - 
ly r. Nothing is more Indiſputable- then» that 
url under the Oid. Tcſtament, the Church” wag -; 
itY Conſtituted by 'a Covenant, - Nor was any 
P"S Profelyte admitted into that Church, but -by . 
46 Jajing hold of the Covenant, A Proſelyte * 
el was Filius faderis a Son of the Covenant: The 
fl Jews were Vuchurched by being Diſcovenanted, 
| XAech. 11 10, Things abundantly infilted” on | 
[ in the Old Teſtamen', are more ſparingly * 
»l mentioned in the New. Such as the Sandi 
*F caticn of the Sabbath, and the Church--Stat' 
C ot the Infant Children of the, Lords People, + 
CF The like may be faid as to the Church Cove. : 
nant. - Several Eminent . Divines have-- given 
this reaſon why the Word Covenant is-not mens . 
| tioned! by (he Apoſtles, when” they ſpeak- of 
particular Churches. viz. Becauſe it is founded 
D 2 on 


—- 
p 2 


-. 4s The Order of the Churches 

. " on moral Equity, and often mentioned in the 
Old Teſtament, Moreover. (. as is noted 
by a Learned Author ) the name Covenant and 
Covenanting, was that which would have made 


Civil Powers, who were then Enemies to 

Chriſtianity, Therefore the-Apoſtles did fors 
\- bear the Names, but Eſtabliſhed the Thing 
. by Similitudes -cvidently implying it. 

» _ 2+ Scriptures which relate to Goſpel Times, 
'.. Intimate ſuch a Covenant as is uſed in our 
-- Churches. I/a. 62.5. *Tis faid of the-Churhes, 
Thy Sons ſhall - Marry thee, - which implies a 
Covenant. Thus 1/a -44, 5. One ſhall ſay 1 
| an the Lords, and another ſhail Subſeribe with 

' bis hand unto the Lord, and Surname himſelf 
- Gy the name of I/rael.. "This is Explicit Cove- 
- Nantiog, to be in Goſpel Times. So 1/a.56 4. 

' They that chuſe the things-that pleaſe me, and 
Bake bold of my Covenant. 
3. Members in” particular Evangelical 

Churches are faid-to be Fetow Cirizens. Eph. 
” |. 19. Now there is no Admithon into ' jus 
' Clivitatis, or City priviledges; but by an -A& 
- Which implies a Covenant. Citizens are in 
© i Covenant together to k.ep- the Laws, and 
* mairitain the Liberty of the City. 


\ 4 A Church when Collapſed, is reſtored by 
| & Renovation of their Church Covenant with 
God, and with one. another : Of which 'we 
- bave Inſtances in the Scripture. 2 Chron, 2.3. 
+ 16, and 29. 9, 10, and 34. JIy 32+ Exr4, 


10, 


— 
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the Churches in thoſe dayes Obnoxious to the - 
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I. 3, Mr 10.29, Now there #'the fit | 
reaſon of Reſtitution,, 'as of Infitytion, 
- 5. Nothing elſe can be mentioned 'as Cons 
ſtituting a Particular Church,. , but only & 
Covenant, Agreement, or Conſent to walk with 
God and. one another according to the Rules 
of + the. Goſpel. Meer Cohatbitation does. not 
make' a Church Member, for then Jews and 
Pagars' -would be Mcembers of Evangelical 
Churches. Nor does Profeffion do” it,, for then © 
it would be impoſſible to cut off Scandalous - 
Members by Ex communication. Nor Baptiſm-: 
For then . upon. the. ccaſling - of Memberſhip 
in a Particular Church,. . ® man, mult be: res - 
bap iſed. -, | 4. <0 

6.: There ate Scriptures in the New-Tefha< 
ment Which imply ſuch. a Covenant, as that 
which .,we plead: for. At 2: 4.t.. They Contz- 
nued, T've Greek. word {ipmities, They joyned 
and Cleayerd together, So Af. 5. 13 None 
durſt 7oxz themſe!ves,. i, e. give themſelves to 
the Church; -they. were afraid: of being Mate 
ried to the. Church The -word is the fame 
with that Matth. 19, 6 Iris inreſpe&t of the 
Covenadt”' {( as Dr. Goodwin (m}'. obſerves Þ. 
that - they : who are Conjugally ' related, are 
ſaid to be; joyned- tyg+ther, . ©. 24 

"4 lf Imp! tht Covenautipg ls ablolutely ne 
cefſary. to. the being. of a particular Church, 
than Expiicit Covenanting-.mult: -needs be a 

ond ihing- _./The more:Explicit men. are in 
Cooling Chrilt, Lo owning his + f 
(m). bz bis 4th, Volum, 
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| NS do.they Glorlfy i al wry 1043 4; 
Mark 8. 39. There is ( as Mr. G@) $:one *the 
mous Facher of Ha tford has obſerved ) 

h of the Viſible Glory of Chriſt appearing in 
 #he Explicitneſs. of the Church Covenant, when 
me vifably bind themſelves and their Children to 
 Ebriſt, .That Explicit Covenanting was practi- 


=_-7 ong Chriftians in the next ages to the 
A "Apoſtles, %s Evident from Pliney ( who lived 


nno. 110 ) his Letter to the Emperor Trajan. 
ving Enquired into what was Cuftomary 
in :Chr:ftian Aſfiemblies, He fayes that they did 
meet to Worſhip Chriſt, and that they did 
Þ an Oath birid themfelves to attend the Diſci- 


Prin that they would not allow of Adulterics, 


elts, Lying, or any-Evil thing to be a- 
mong them. We ſee in Fuſtin Martyr, his 


| Recond Apology ( who lived within fifty Years of- 


ſome of the Apoſtles.) that Chriſtians were in 


thoſe Dayes admitted into Church Fellowſhip, 


declared their Reſolution in all things ro Con- 
form-to the Word of God. TFhey did not 
only profeſs their belict of the Chriſtian Re> 
- figion, but promiſed to live accordingly. Apols 


> Þ. 93,94. Tertullian (o) in his Apology ſpeak- 


Ing of Pl:mes Letter but now cited,” Expreſs» 
ih the PraQtice of thoſe- Primitive: Chriſtians, 
by ſaying that they met rogethtr- x4 Confede- 
randam Difciplinam,, which tho 

bad both a Di/ciplive and a Covenant amongſt 


them, and. clearly Explaines. the meaning. of 


Pimies. 


(n) In his. 4nſwsr to MP. Hudſon. p. 41. 
(0) Cap. 2. p.( Mihi } 13, 
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Plinies Sacrament or Oath, which ke affivms 


to be Pradtifed In the Chriſtian Af-mblies. 
ECommenius (p) informs us that in-the Bohemian 
Churches ſuch as were admitted ro full Com- 
munion, made a publick. profefſion- of their 
Faith before the whole Church, withall pro» 


 mifing to live according to the rules of the 
"Goſpel. In the beginning of Queen E'ix« 
| Reign, ſeveral Congregations in Engiand, par- 


ticularly thoſe in Coventry, and in Northamprony 
did publickly profeſs Repentance for their- [+ 
dolatry,. and Promiſed Obedience to the Pro- 
teſtant DoArine then reſtored and eſtabliſhed ; 
which "Mr. Robinſon in his Anſwer to Mr. 
Bernard, p46 4. Suppoſeth to berhe deed not of 
the whole Congregations, bur of fome Mini- 
ſters, a few of their people joyning with them, 
There are fome who ſay that Presbyterians- ave 
againſt Explicit Covenanting. My deſign is 
to vindicate them as well as their Congregats- 
onal Brethren. And I muſt therefore fay, that 
fuch an Impuratior+ to them all, . is an; injurious- 
Refi-&ton. Bath the one &the other acknows 
tedge that Explicit Covenanting is not Eſſential 
to the being of a Particular Church. Never 
theleſs, thar it is very uſeful to- the bene eſſe 
thereof, . for- the more -efteftual Management 
of Diſcipline, and preſervacion of Order in- the 
Churches,. - which-.' renders t a duty, Dy 
Hornbeck ( a Learned pro'efir in the Univerſity 
of Leyden . who has' written in Defence of | the: 
| Press. 
Cp} Hiſtor. p; 46: et. in 14h, ordin; 
Pp. 4.3, 49; 


" 


IS. [Sa , 


appro bation of the praQtice -of 'Congregatioh 


Mr. Richard Mather, and Mr. Novton, ( all 's) 
New-England ) bave publiſhed on that SubjeCt, 
'Fhe Churches in Holland are under_ the Pres- 
byterian form of Government. It is certain 
that they did many years ſince require Ex- 
#!t1czt Covenanting -both. with God and with 
the Church, by thoſe that were admitted into 


g one of them, writes that their manner and or- 
y .der i?, (9g ) That ' when- any / perſons are admit« 
ted to the Lords Table, they make a-Publick Pro-\ 
Jefſion of their Faith before att the Church, and 
- thewiſe. promiſe and Covenant that they will con- 
” F&4e 18 that Faith, and lead. their Lives Accor- 
| -ai79/1 This perſonal Covenanting with God 
and.the Church. is required by '{everal of the 
__ - Smedsin;;Hollavd, and is highly .approved of 
:by: the moſt Learned: Voetius: in his Books of 
() Eccleſiaſtical Polity. An. Epiſcopalian near 
upon_/at hundred years {ance, complained. that 


© Presbytexian Government } - (F). declares hig 


.Uhurches' as to that-of Explicit- Covenanting, 
and that he approyeth of what. Mr. po 


Kr Communion, © Zepperus who himſelf wasd 


the 'Calvinsſts and Reformed Churches in 
France would not admit. any one .unto the * 


Lords. Table, | Except- he did make a Pubiick 
Profeſſion of hrs Faith, and did alla Promiſe þy the 
 fhelp of."God to continue #edfaſt therein, Our 
: (bn Epift.' ad: Dyreumep. 309; 310. 
' {(q)Repper. de polite. Ecelef, L, 1. 6. 14s 

(x): Part 14 Lib, b, 60 4p. NH  * 


1 
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Renowned Mr. Robert Parker, ( who being 
driven out of England by the then Perſecuting 
Prelates lived amongſt the Reformed Chu'ches 
abroad.) acquaints us that in thoſe Churches, 
Woen any perſon \ſeeks Admittance. into Church 
Communion, the Name of him who deſires to be a 
Church Member is Publiſhed in the Congregation, 
that if any one has ought to Objet againſt the 
Perſon Propounded, he ſhou'd acquaint the Elders 
therewith, If nothing is brought in againſt ham, 
he is admitted, but not without a Solemn Coves 


 hant with God and the Church ; and to the 


Church . he - promifſeth to walk, as becomes that 
Holy Fellowſhip, that he wil! ſubmit to the Diſci- 


| pline of the Church, that he will Watch over 


the Brethren of that Communion according \to 
the command of Chriſt. If - ( faich Mr.-Parker } 
(s) this were practiſed in the Church of England, 
there would be no cauſe for 4. B: Whiegeft to - 
fay, that' the Viſible Church. is full of Idolaters, 


| Adulterers, Drunkards, - and Atheiſts That 


none were admitted to be Members of Parti- 
cular Churches amongſt the Reformed in (2) 
France Without Publick Covenanting or Pro- 
miſing Subjeftion to the Diſcipline of Chriſt, is 
wel known. Now let us hear whar a later 
Presbyterian ſayes about an Explicie) Church 
Covenant : The Reverend Mr. Baxter in his 
Book called Church Concord (n) GN 


(s) De pol. Eccleſ, L. 3.0. 16 p. 171,17%: 
( See Mr. Quicks Synodicon, 41.1 56 52.6%. 
n)P.20, 21. | 


a iz. 


' 46 | TheOrder of the Churthes _ 
'* there is ho difference at all between the Learn: 
69 of both  perſwaſtons. © ( Viz. Presbyterian 
and Congregational ) about this controverſy, 
The thing .( ſayes he ) that the Presbyterian 
have - ſtood tipon-is no more but to Vindicate the 
Truth of our Churches againft the Separatifty, 
that have demed them to be true Charches, be 
cauſe they have not an Explicit Covenant, They 
deny” not but that ſuch a Covenant may com 


”” dnce to the well being of the Church. And 


\ he adds further ; I conclude that whatf ever 
 - ome Particular Perſons -may be Guiity of, there 


' - #8 no "real differanc2? between the Presbyterians 


and" Independants in the point of Church Cove» 
want. © God forbid, that any faithful Miniſter of 
Chriſt ſhould fight againſt that which is profitas 
ble - to the wel-being of the Church, meerly be- 
cauſe. without it the Church may have a "bring. 
"Then muſt we plead for hunger and want, and 
«©4/amitous diſeaſes that "leave ts but the being 
"of men, Nature, and Scripture, and the Pre- 
fidents '42 the Old Teſtament, and the Dofrine 
of the ApoRtles, and the Ancient praftice of the 


Churches - do ſatisfy us of the uſefulneſt of Hh 


Covenants, prudently, ſeriouſly, and ſeaſonably 
made, Thus Mr. Baxter who has mucly more 
*to- the ſame purpoſe in his Book of Conhr- 
mation. h 


az 
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thoke Miniſters who when they Read publick- 


in N, England Vindicated, 47 
QUESTION: VL 


Þ Publick, Reading of the Sersptures withous 
any ' Explication. or Exbortation therewith, 
part of the work incumbent on a Miniſter of the 


Goſpel 


Anſw, The Queſtion is not whether ſuch 
Readings are Lawful, (_ for who doubts that ) 
but whether the Miniſter that ſhall omit them 
does fail in that which is ſome part of his duty: 
To which the Anſwer muſt be Negative. Ic 
cannot be proved that chat which ſome call 
Dumb Reading, or publick Reading of the 
Scriptures Without any Explication or Exhor- 
tarion is part of the Paſtoral Office, oc that 
which every Miniſter of the Goſpel -is bound - 
unto. _ Some have thought (w) that when Paul 
fayes to Timothy, Til I come give attendance to 
Reading, that he means Publick - Reading of 
the Scriptures ; but then he adds, and to Ex- 
bortation and. DoRrine, 1 Tim. 4 13. The 


" Reading of one Chapter with a brief Explica» 
tion; will 'Edify the' Congregation more than 


the .bare Reading of 'T'wenty Chapters - will 
do. And every Miniſter ſhould attend that 
which will be moſt to the Edifcation, of his 
People. If publick Reading ' without Explica> 
tion or Exnortation therewith is a duty, than 


ly 
(w) V. Dido. clav: py. 533. And Ayab 
worth againſt Dmith. p. 44. 


The: Order of the Churches 


pp 
_ with, but- do- not praftice that which is call- 
ed Dumb Reading, are guilty of Sin, as emiting 
that which” is their. duty: But fach Miniſters 
are not guilty of Sin : Apd if not, it will then 
follow that they who practice Reading with- 
out Explicaion under ihe notion of a duty; 
are guilty of Superſtition, in making that a 
duty *'which is none. As for Reading without 
L Interpretation, there are- rgany Who can do 
that as well as the Miniſter. We find in Neh, 
8. 8. That they read in the Book, of the Law 
diftinily, and gave the ſence, and cauſed thom to 
underſiand the Reading. "T bat the Jews were 
wont to Read the Scriptures in their Synagogues 
every Sabbath day, we all know, © "The Per 
zeteuch ( or five Books of Moſes ) was by them 
divided into fitly tour Parafhorth, or Settzons, 
which - they read over once every. year. 
When Anticchus inhibited the Reading of the 
Law, the "Jews inſtead thereot Read the Pro- 
-_ phets; after which it became cuſtomary to 


- Read both of them, The Jews called the 


LeGtions out of the - Prophets, Hapbtharet, 
"which - fignifies Diſmiſſicn, becauſe they were 
wont to -diſmiſs their Aſſemblies with thoſe 
Readings But that” Explications and Exhors 
tations uſed to attend their Readings is certain, 
It belonged to him that was the chief Ruler of 
the Srnagogue to fee this done, who did ſome- 
times permit others to” do it, The chict 
man in the Synagogue was by the Jews called 
Chaxzan, 3. e. the Inſpetor, or Opeyfedy and 

Ome» 


do alwayes Expound. or Exhort there” 
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this perſon was to go 


| #n : Edgland Sinditated? _ 53 
Cn ering Sheliach  Tfibboy, 4. 6 
The Angel of rhe Congregation. The work of 


oe the Congregation 
in prayer.” 'And al angh. he. (60 ſeldome read 
himſelf, he appointed others- to Go Ong 
his choice of Seven, and tly obſerved 
how. they read. - This'Overfeer of the Synggogue, 
or ſome other perſon 'uſed to_Imterpree what 


was read... On this very account, the Synagogue -_. 


has 


was called, Ber Midraſh, i.e: The Houſe of Exe, \*& 


poſition. See Mr. tems Exercitation. 1.5. pe 
163. Where he ſhows that it was the manner, 
of the Jews after the reading of the Law and 
the: Prophets to Expound, Belides what 


Writers on this Subje& inform us, the thing 


is clear from theſe Scriptures. 2 Chron. 17 9g: 
Luk. 4. 16:;:-422, AR; 13-15. and 15.21. 
k citmot be proved that Reading without Ex-, 
plication or Application was 'uſed by the 
Paſtors in the Churches of Chriſtians in Ape» 


Notical Times, nor yet in the ' next Ages to 
thetn, We ſe m Fuſtin Martyr, that the, 


Scriptures were then Read, but a Sermon-there= 
on foRowed. In Cyprians (x) Titne there was 
a Reader diſtin from the Presbyter, who was 
Ordained to that Office. He is by Cyprian 
called DoSor Audientium, which as the 
moſt Learned Profeflor of Utrick has obſer» 
ved ) implics that he did more than barely 
Read. in 4uftins time, they uſed to have 
three Lens. Ty read an Epiſtle, and 


| ome-» 
(8) V, Cyprian Epiſt, 24.33 34+ 
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J ite " Qrs rats: Cane; 
| ene Up. me , the. Reading 
£55 ggregationg 
: Rening of. dpeebryphe Bookgy 


-S Ys laſt at Homnlies in 
PL "det reaching. 3 ys ſtill-praQi&d in. Pax 
* Fiſh, and _in_ ſome Proteſtant Congregations 
gorwithſtgnch pg there, is in the Council, of 
./Laodicea @ Canon againlt i it. Fram -theſe and 
the he Sohn Conſiderations Publick Readings, of 
tures unleſs, with. ſame. Expoſition 
oP as not” practiſed in the -Churches 
of New-England by, thoſe Emigent -Seevants 
of Chit, © who firſf planted Churches in 
this Wilderneſs. Mr, Rutherford in his account 


under that rag of The Paſtors Duty,/( p.3 14J 


mentions reading Scriptures. with oo 
but fays nothing of reading without that. 

atn informed that there. are Congregations in 
Scotland, where not the Paſtor, . but the Ruling 
Elder readeth the Scripture. Mr. Calderwood, 
(that Learge Scotch Divine who goes under 
by is name of Dideclavius ) layes, that he would 
not have Sermons without reading the Serip* 
ures. ? Nor. reading without laterpretation. 
4 Now "oxebo Leaionem fine Interpretatione, Al- 
| Fare 


of the" Government of the Church .of Scotland, 


ry 


i® JK GhFlafſd Dindfeofex, fi 
tare” Diemaſtan'. ang Infothe (3) Cohgre- 
gativfs! $02 Gn Any Sriptures Rave been 
real-:in older; and Muftraced with a brivf and 
_ Explicaor,” 4h the Tig Pin” Littitgy, 
!9is!nd mictfon; ofReating Without Inret- 
pretations! ' } rheref6re ſuppoſe that there is no 
fach' praftice in: the* Hdvetian Churthes: - I 
knew an/Emidernt Miniſter in England who 
vid for yrny'-years ftad'ithe Sefprures i6the ..4 
publick- Congregation, withour any | Explict- 8 
tion; but in Ms latter Time he faw cauſe... 
ts-alter: his Judgemerit: and--practice therein, - 
tlwayes joyning! [nterpretation Witt his Read- 
in. The Biſh3p of Derry in his late diſcourſe 
of! Humans © Wideritions a6 the: wor fhip- of God, - 
miles 3 fad cornplaicr, that the Nemernfarmsſt- 
dorit ufe” to-read! the Scriptures in- their AMem- 
lids. : He: ſayes, that in af! $8 Mectingy 5 the 
Noth of Irelafil ih 4 "whole Jear there it ith >: . 
web Scripture vail as in one day ih the Chireh. _ 
Sare'it 3} 'a ſad thing ( fayes.he') that 4a ian 
may go to moſt Meetings many years, and rmaver 
Bray offs tntire Chapter read in them, Mr. 
BoYſe Abſo8rs/ him, that it 5s vhe general prifiice 
vo the: MinWters inthe No#th of Ireland ( the 
Miniſters there 'ate' generally 2of the Scotch 
Nationy arid of the - Presbytefian Judgerment 
dread vovy Minty an tntire - portion - of 
Torapture, afuuly a whole Chapter, of af leafh 
fo mal ar" thi cith go" theongh withy in ah 
Expoſition) of ay throw $io * Now 
002 210 197008 - INEES * let 
-- ()V/Whet, depot, Evclefpurt; 2; b% p60 5, 
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* * the Biſhop to;reproach.them {or inet reading 


Jz The Order of the 'Churches 

Ft us ſuppoſe there dog os. Mere g bs 
- ©, *the. North of Ireland, and. that ineaehr Meet 
 *Ing half a Chapter is read every 'Lords-day, 
© for three quarters of the year, & 
© putation,, there will be near Eight. hundred 


- * Chapters .read in theſe Meetings in-a;year, 


© But will. the Biſhop perſwade us that there 
©+:s. as much- read- in one day in the Pariſh 
*Church.. . Mrc Boyſe m  ſayes, | thi 
© there are* few Sermons of the- Diſienters -in 
which. there is not as much of the Scriptures 


© recited to the, people as if put together would | 1 


*make vp. rwo-or three Chapters And-that 
he - Diſienters. have better -reaſon to blame 
*the Confarmeng.;Clergy for. @aſting...cour the 
© Fzxpoſition of : Scripture when read ( as that 
6 Exerciſe is diſtinguiſhed from-Sermons-.) then 


this Com } 


*the Scripture. -. And. that thoſe more \fully 


© comply '-with | Gads Command,.. who read 


'* and Expound,: than thoſe that only read. 
5 He takes. notice what a miſerable fort of 
* £©Clergy there is -in Rufſi« and other parts. of 
, ' © the Chriſtian World, where their Minifters 


'- * are meer Readers,... Thus Mr. Boyſe. a- wor- 


thy. Miniſter of the Presbyterian Judgment 
in Dublin, whom 1 have the rather taken no- 
 - gice of becauſe. he. -was-barniin New-Englend, 

- at Rowley, in which Church .his Father-(.a man 
of Eminent piety. ), was-an Olfiter.., 'Fo- con- 
elude "the. anſwer to the .Queſtion, befgre us, 
It is evident that in Origery time Interpretation 


of. the Scripture did. accompany. the publick. 


@ak ©! 


In Nu 


's- inf-Reading-of int. For he ea 
riot Diageſels (4) ther enarrations-or 
of what had been Read, Origer 
om: | hicaſelf td. regd ſevera} Chapters. 
bred | that The:read the 2:5 y 2 26, 27,28, 
| the- Firſt. Bookgk Samue!, A one tittie,. td 
ferred the Expoſition of the "ff 
Chapters. 'to anather , EAA... At pune 
wa thine he read in Jeremiah from Verſe 10, 
Chapter -1'5.. to Verſe - 5., of Chapter 174 
and ſpent an hour ( as he was Want to do 
1m Explaining. and Applying what {A had* * 
read. ,-As for. thoſe 'who are 'of the B * 
mind, that many. Prezbyretians | as wall as - + 
Congregatignal- men. are. wy of Sin, and 
Humane \Irivention.. in the wor 4 God, in- + 
that- hap. glwayes add Expli atho n of Apr li- 
cation , to” what, hey. ;read in publick: | 
only. recam «<p {FE firfous Confiden- | 
tion. two . p:Szges, both © which” art. quoted? 
by Mr. Boyſe. One is that of Auftin, Quare 
Legituiyi [i ctirnag aut bt Ws fi nin 
Expunitur ; Why d vhlickly tead the 
Scriptures. if - we > 55 Wt nt_ and "not Ex- 
potind;: it, he other - is. that of "Bernard, 
"Now bradre Mater parvulo nucem_integram, fed 
frangit - eamr- et —nucleum porrigit : Opening 
the Szriptuce . is like taking! the Kernel out. 
of. the Nas... .. EE 
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J* Bapif ts be Adminiftiet to: Children 
- any Profeſied Chriftin fhall ingapse 
to; fre Elucated in the” Chriſtvan' Relifion-2-. 


Anſw:- If the Queſtion: were only whether 
/ all Children Adopted by Bdlievings Parents 
F Might not be "Baptiſed; we "ſhould not ' op» 

+ Roſe. For this is granted not only" by the 

pacrally. of Proteſtant . Divinesy but Erninent 


Writers of the Congregational 'Perſwaſton, pare 


. ficularly. Dr. Ames,” and Mr. Cotton, are for 
16-Afirmative. But as the Queftvon'is word- 
£d, we. defend” the Negative: And+ fay, that 
:all fuch*. perſons as are Comprehended in' the 
_Queſtioa, have not. a.right"to Baptiſm, .conſe- 
;Saently it. would be 4 Profanatsom ob the Holy 
Inſticutioa of Chriſt” to - Admimiſter- Baprila . 
to them... ' \ For, . 
I, Papifts, Socinidns and* other- Hereticks 
are -Profeſied Chriſtians: | But their Children 
ought - not ta be Baptifed - -For- that Js to 
declare their Religion to' be the true Reli- 
gion. When "the *Childrerr of Thug wete 
Baptiſed + unto Moſes in. the. Cloud, it| was 
thereby ſignifyed that” the- Religion taught by | 
Moſes, was the true Religion, - 1-Cov 10 2, 
But Pqzyſts have corrupted rhe very Efſentia's- 
of the 'true* Chriftian Relipidn, not by one 
 OGw--by- many Herelics. by ther. mentamed, 
Ages theig: Idolatrp., Nor does it ay 
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and 'Vindicated. 55 
| of Papifts. ha&-no iright 
" Þ to Bipri/m; chit theni” their! Baptiſm" was a 
- 9 and” miſt be Iterated. © For 'they bap- 
þ rife fr the farne Name, /and-ule- the ſarne out- 
| ward Element ( though with Superſbitivus Ad- 
dirons of "their vwn* 3 which.is of Divine In- 
ſtitution-; in which»reſpe&s- although-. Fiers: 
nor debuit, faflum valet: Wawvih the Chil» 
drer-'of Papiſts it votwith(tanding their:' being _ 
Profeſied Chriſtianis, have no-zight to-/Baptiſmy 
if a ucts ſhoald'jngage- to. ſee: a: Child Edu» 
cated \jn the Chriſtian Religian,..thar could not 
Entitle' hith "to-- this Sacred Ordinance.” Who 
cati-believs. that if' a -Papilt will, andertake.to 
be the God-Fatheriof.rhe Spurioug- Children of 
Negroes or Indians then: thoſe Ghijdrea ought 
e | to be'Baptifed ?i:'But they ionght to be fo, 
* | if this be a true -Pofirron, That Baptifm ought -* 1 
' | tobe Adminifired to » al: Children whom any | 
LS Profefied: Chriſtian. ſhall 'ingage ' to ſee Bdupated * 
iy - the : Chriſtian Religsonc "Qur:farſt- | 
$f were large *enouglyrin their: Principles. 'und 
| | Practice as-to- the-SubjaBv of Baproſm +.-Ner 
\' vertheleſss,. they tatrght” that the Children of 
Papiſts had* no right to-Baptiſm:. So (a)-Cat 
v#; . Farel; Blza- ' Yea, the (6). Reformed 
Churches im + France will: nat -)dmic- the Chil 
-fref5 of Papiſs to: Baptiſm, although Proteftagt 
'God-fathers wanld engage for-their Education + 
-i0- the true Religron. Our famous. Mr. Carths 


A x 2] wright> 
(a) E'Etvins* Bpiffh © 
(b)vv-thajr diſcipline @. Lac Reqyor- 
{#7 29s. 


, right to Baptiſm. - the contrary 
$.. been evinced{ by - Dr. -HAbitaker, Mtings | 
' Iroton, and; many | others who” have __ 4 
pear-thar Papilts' only; rexain the” W: of 
whica'1s called the ApoſUes: Ereeds but. not 
tr of i. ffi AI 
©1245 There are many profeſiors of 'the-Pro 
*:ftant"which('is- the true :Chriftian- Religiong. 
whoſe - Children - have -not-. by the  appoinc- 


"ment of Chriſt any right' to. Baptiſm. . For. we - 


may” not ' Baptiſe the: Children | of prafane 

* *Parents. | & national Synod in- Holand, Anno: 
T6 rg. Permits\noneito be Suſoeptors_ in ,Bap- 
tin; bur ſuch © as are\\Qrcthod>x in Religion, 
ant & blaneleJs bife; - © The (Ecolefiaftical 
Dicplineot'thei Reformed Churches in Feaxce, - 
wits oc them: who ate: fuſpended from. the 

os Supper; - to preſent (their; Children-to 
Baptiſm as long as-their Suſpenſion ſhall cn 
Yure: Every) body .ka&ws that” Nil-.d1d nod 
oats: Bo 'man' that- hay not 3: ROE 
mlelf; - can i corfvey; & right? to; - 1s - 
'@hildren.. © The Primigive tight mult wee 
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ir NP; England Dindicated. 7 
as the Derivative. But a Known wicked 
man has nb 'right to*the' Seals of Gods Co- 
yenant. P/l. 56. 16, '17: [t is a_diſkonour: to 
the Name of Chrif& that ſuch (Hou'd be owned 
as his Servants, or” wear the Lzvery: that be- 
longs to- ſuch. 2 Tim: '2. '19; When the 
Church is. made an Inn to receive att Comers 
by -a Promiſcuous Baptiſm, the Name ' of the 
Lord is 67 5 fayerh- our great (z) 
Carthwright but now mentioned. Fhe An+ 
gieht Doctors, particularly (þ) Fertullian (5) 
Chiyfeſtom,, and Eſpecially Aſtin, (4) ( 'who 
has: 6 rg the Baptiliag 'of 
Ungodly men. though Profefled Chriftians Y: 
are' wont to- alledge: that Scripture: Math. 7. 
* 6: Give Jo: not that which 3+ Holy to Dogs, & 
gainſt che )Baptifing ' of ſuch- perſons. : which: 
'words:. gotwithſtanding they have- another 
ſenſe are fnly applyed here. For Bapriſm is an 
Holy' ehing. And the Scripture compares 
*wicked men ('though  Profeffors of the yrue- 
Religion: ) unto. Dogs, P/al._. 22: 20: 2 Pets 
.-2 2%. No'man thinks that Infidels.' ought :t0- 
be Baptiſed: | . But Prafiical Infide!s are many 
times worſe than Profeſied ones: 1 Tims. 5: $: 
If any man provide not for. his own Houſe, he 
has denyed the Faith, and is worſe then an In- 
fidel;. Many Profeſied\Chriftians do prafitically 
deny the Faith by their. Vicious Liyes they 


Nut; 
(8/ Defence of Admenition. p; 137; 
(b) Ds Baptifams: c. 18, 

$ De CompunRion' Cordis Li I. 
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.Nullify their Chriſtianity, «nid are worſe thay 
lafides, To Baptiſe-thera -would-be to pror 
' fane the-Sacred and Glorians Name of Chriſt, 
Shall Swearery Drunkards,- Fornicators, ani 
ſuch like, who - live in the viſeble breach of: 
Everlaſting Covenant every Day,bave that Cove 
- " nant Sealed unto: them by Bapri/or,, when. it 
4s manifeſt that thep have no--Intereft in the 
thing. Signilyed and Sealed by- that Ordi 
_ _nance-, 2; Have - Exgommunicates: or - theft 
Children. a right to:Baptifia 5 'Fhe Jews 14-05 
Buxtorf' (1) obſerves! )- looked. upon © In 
'Ghildrew as Pxcormunicate with the Parents, 
Ard therefore” C asanother Learned Authbt 
miorms-us-} fucks. GChildreh- werg non; Cir- 
| -6UrCiſed. - A: Natignal $ynod-; in: 8roHand, 
riefwho 1 560-has dediated that the|Chikdrin: of 
-Evcommumnicate Parents ought not { uatil-the. 
Parent Manifeft Repentince } to be adraltted 
unto Baptiln: Fs allbwt of it in” caſe» the 
-Children of the E hyanicate be by 'the Pa- 
Mts committed to the Tuition and Edvucatibn 
- of faithful Member of! the Churelg (1) as 
+ weſce in his Letter to. the Minfitrs- of N3- 
 wenburg in; Snurgerlatidl but not: Without - that 
| Caution. : When in Genevaa Proteſtant Ment 
_ -ber-of & Church there had Apeftatized tothe 
Religion. the Grandmather - rem aining 
® 


Merabet of the: true Church, defired 
Baptiſm 
(© Brextorf. 1:Lexic. Thalfludig) 
pag, ltOl Godwin. Moſes © \ 
* ... Atrox Bi 5 Cho DO 
(m) Bexs. Epiſt, kds 


p . 
- 
CY 
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thatithe: next Foes both” of ther Idos 

£3, and the Ohild: remainirig under rheir E- 

xation,..the Renowned Ferel (») refuſed te. 
Baqatize it, though kis Colleague would" do it,” 
which an unhappy Schiſm mm that 
Church.; But then ſhall perſons who are pſo* 
Fare ( 5 e.:Viſolius hegis fine ſeritentra judicrs } 


dared t9:have a rogular- ſtanding in they 
ble. Church ? It is: by i fome pretended, that 
Presbyterians are, for 'Baptizing \al Profefie# 
Chriſtians, They - that fay-- ſo are © injurious 
ta thoſe our worthy Brethren. The Great 
Fobn Calvin has been Eſtcemed- the'- Farher 
of Presbyiterians. He was not for Baptizin 
all-that pretended ito Chriſtianity, as tviss 

44 Epiſtles ſhow: In the year 1550; Our En- 


ta- the Dutch. Proteſtants, and other Strangers 
is: Landon, a Charter of Incorporation to be- 
come a Church, and” to have a Meeting 
Houſe far them, and for their Succeflors, 
which He- Ocdained © to be called- by” the 


Enjoyning all his Subjx&s to' permit them 

quietly to uſe and exerciſe their. own proper 

Fees and prexiiar Diuſcipline —_— 
* 7 


SARA niGsOBUOUSPFITEHNGRN TERMS ATTY O 


— 


(0) V. Epiſt. 136. 
(Þ) Fullers Church Hiftory, 
B. 7. Þ. 497. 


% 


Excommunicate'( which 'is to "be affiried of). 
many Profeſied Chriſtians) by ' Baptiſm.be* d&\ 


gliih Faſiab, King' Edward the Sixth granted. 


name of the Church of -the Lord Feſus; (p) 


LO 


Go e Ordex of the Thurches 
#h reed. not with the. Rites and Ceremonial 
 -v/ed: i the Church = Theſe Pro- 
teſtants diſſenting - from. - the Church of Eng- 
#d. have been called- Presbyterians. Their 
'arſt and noble Paſtor,” Fobr, who was: a free 
Baron of La/coin Poland, has Publiſhed an ac- 
count of their Diſcipline, wherein He declares, 
That. Baptiſm is Adminiſtred in the Publick A4ſ- 
Jar »the Church after the Publick. $ermon 3 
Joxj,ſeeing Baptiſm does fo belong to the whole 
Rfth, that none — a be driven back that is 
a4;Member of the Church, nor to be Adminiſtred 
#0 any who gs not. a Member of it : it is 'meet 
that it ſhould be performed Publickly in the face 
of the whole Church. --»- Ve do Baptize their In- 
' . fants alone who have Fomned themſelves to our 
Church by Publick, Confeſſion of their Faith and 
Qbfrroeticn of the Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline. *«»» We 
” ſuffer no Stranger to offer his Infant to Baptiſm 
in car Church, who has not-made a Publick Pre» 
feſſion of bis Faith, and willingly ſubmitted him- 
Jelf. to the Duſcipline of our Church, Thus 
writes 'Fobn 4-Laſco, a noble Polander, who- is 


F  . Succeeded by the Dutch Miniſters, and Church 


now in Lindon. Fo proceed. The Leyden 
Divines, Polzander, Rivet, Waleus, Thyſius, were 
accounted Presbyterians. . But they were not 
-* for Byptizing profeſed Chriſtians. whoſe Lives 
were profane. 'Tt 
' _ wero Licet fidem Profeſius impie vivat Baptiſmo 
mitiandus nos eff, for" which they give this 
| Reaſon, 


1 @ Synops, pur, Relig. diſp. 44+ Theſ, 46, 


&y (9) fay cxpreſly;\$5 quis. | 
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Reaſon, That Baptiſm is a Sacrament not 
oply oo ay but —__ L IM which 
cauſe they that perhlt Impenitently Mm any, 
Scandalous pratiſes are not fubjedts meet fo 
that Sacrament. The Learned Spanheimius 
is called a Presbyterian, But he has by weigh» 
ty Reaſons proved, that Profane men chough 
Profefi-d Chriſtians, ought not to be Baptiſcd, 
Mr Baxter goes for a Presbyterian. (r) He has 
by irrcfragable Arguments evinced, that #he 
Children of notoriouſly Ungodly men ought not 
to be Baptiſcd. Mr. George + Gilaſpy was 8 
Presbyterian of the Charch in Scorland. Now 
his words are theſe. (:) 1 believe ( faith he } 
no Conſcientious Miniſter would adventure to 
Baptiſe cne who has manifeſt and Infallible 
Signs of Irregeneration, Surely we cannot be 
anſwerable to God if we ſhou'd Adminiſter Baps+ 
tiſm to a man whoſe works and words do mant= 
feſtly declare him to be an Unregenerate Vncon= 
verted perſon. By the Teftimontes which have 
been cited, it 1s clear that the denial of Bap- 
tiſm to ſome who are profeſſed Chriftians is 
not the Principle'of Independents only. 

3. Such Laxneſs in the Adminiſtration af 
Bapriſm as js Exprefled in the Queſtion before 
us, is Popiſh and Antichriſtian. It was not fo 
in the Primitive Ages of Chriſtianity. "That 


Error of the neceſſity of Baptiſm ( not only 
F neceſ= 


C (r) In his diſputations of Right to Sacraments, 


(t) 1» Aarons Rod. 4-515: 


F\ 
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Not profaned when adminiſtred to -perſons 


neceſſitate precepti ſed medij ) in order to'Sal- 
vation. Likewiſe that Error of Baptiſmal Re- 
' Feneration, that Baptiſm does Regenerate men 
Ex opgre operate; as Popiſh Authors reach, 
Heougn in this Error alſo. Bellarmine, and 
others of that Religion affirm that Baptiſm does 
Santify the Unclean, and that therefore-it is] as 


known to be wicked. In pmſuance of this prin- 
ciple a Popiſh Prieſt Baptiſed no lefs than 
three hundred thoufand Americans. (#) And} q 
another Seven hundred thouſand as their own | E 
Hiſtorians inform us ) amongſt all which] B 
there was not one Good Chriſtian, Moſt || p: 
certainly, the Apoſtles did not- Baptiſe- after} 5 
that Lax manner. - And Fohn -Baptiſt requir- || 7] 
ed Fruits meet for Repentance of the Adult per-|| 3 
fons whom he admitted to this Sacred Ordi- | e 
nance ; and when a Generation of Vipers came || « 
to him for Baptiſm, he rejx&ed them becauſe I} x 
_ of their Impenitency,. Mattrh 3.8. with Lak. 7. || 1 
2.0, | 

(v) V. Purchaſe pilgr. concerning | 

America. þp. 115. 


QUESTION. VI. 


Tf Baptiſm in a private Houſe where there is no 
Church - Afiembly allowable ? 
Anſv. Papiſts, Epiſcopal Proteſtants, and 
dome Lntherans plead for it, But the 


(s) 


_ 
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*| (4) Doctrine of the old Paldenſes was, that! 


Baptiſm ought to be Adminiſtred in a full Con= 


gregation, to the end that he that is recerved into. 


the Church, ſhould be reputed © held of altwfor, a 
ChriſtianBrother &9that all theCongregation mughs- 
pray for him,that he may be a Chriſtian inReart, 
as he is outwardly eſteemed a Chriſtian. Moſt 
of our Writers ( eſpecially Presbyterians |) dif- 
approve of Private Baptiſm The Reformed it 
France, (b) & theChurches in (c)Holland alſo re» 
quire Baptiſm to be publickly adminiſtred; Our» 
Engliſh Presbyterians in the DireRory, ſays that 
Baptiſm is not to be admimifired in private» 
Places, or privazely, but in ww of publick 
Worſhip, and in the face of the Congregations 
Ti Geneva Divines ( as 1s tO R Fen fiw 
Zanchys Epiſtles } when this caſe was prohoſs 
ed to them, Mhether Baptiſm 'might mot be' 
adminiftred in private, Adviſed thoſe that fence. 
to them, not to Baptiſe any but where thers 
was a publick Aſftembly,.. tor which- they gave 
ſeveral Reaſons. Calvin, although he does 
not judge private Baptiſm to be a'meer nullity, 
nevertheleſs in his (c) Inftitutions, he difallows: 
of it. And in his Epiſtles, he reaſoneth-aften 
| F 2 this. 


(a) See Peri of the Waldenſes 
DoArine. Þ. 43. 

( by See their diſcapline. ch, 11, 86 

(b) v. Voet. de pol. Eccleſ. part 1, 

| L. 2. þ. 726, | 

(c) L 41 C, IS. $. I6. 
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this manner, (d) Baptiſm Seals our Introduftion 
and Imtiation into the Viſible Church and 
Body of Chrift, and our Adoption to the Heavenly 


Inheritance, therefore ( ſayes Calvin ) Fas nm 
#ft adminiftrare Baptiſmum-niſi in Cetu Fublico, 
It 1s not lawful to adminiſter Baptiſm « cept 
In a publick Congregation. The Judiciouz 
and Learned Profeftors (e) of Leyden, ' cons 
demn private Baptiſms : So docs (f) Mareſius, 
and ſo does (g). Alting. In Scot!and, (hb) Mr. 
Calderwood, (3) Mr. Gelaſpy, (k) Mr. Rutherford, 
have all of them witnefled againſt ir. It | 
evident that in the early Ages of Chriſtianity 
Private Baptiſms were not uſed, but there 
Was an Erroc on the ether hand, for they 
uſed: not to Baptiſe except at Eaſter and Per 
Fo, when were the greateſt Aſſemblies. [n 
the VEFY © of the Reformation in Eng- 
Toul, private = was. not allowed of 
excipt- in caſe of neceſfity. King Edward 6. 
his :Contnon. Prayer Book, requires that the 
peop's ſhould be admoniſhed *ro bring their 

ildren to Baptiſm 'only on the Lords dayes, 
* and-on Holidays, that fo all the Congregation 
* might be witneflcs of their being received _ 
© (Ng 


(d): Epift. 185. 

(e) Sybopſ. dsſp. 4.4% The). 53- 

(0 I Epiſt. Thto!, 

(g), Problem. Theol. 'part. 2.'q. 162; 
) Altar: damaſc. 

q Engliſh popiſb Ceremonies. ip. IL 12. 

(k) Plea for Presbyrery. p. 315, 
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the number of the Pait and that 
might all be'put in mind ob what they had 

orhiſed* in Baptiſm. And although private 
B tiſms are ordinarily yo 'by the Mi- 
niſters' of the Charch 'of England, when 'no * 
neceſſity compels them, the Liturgy allows not 
of 'i, The Arguments which our Divines 
_—_ againſt private Baptiſar- are ſuch -as 
theſe. | 

1. John Baptiſt did not Baptiſe-in privateg 
but where there was an open Publick meeting. 
Ir has been obxCted - that Pau! Baptiſed tKe 
Jaylor ina private Houſe where was po Church 
Af/tmbly : To which is -Anfwered, that Paul 
Was an <xtraordinary Officer : And that it was 
impoſhble in that Place at that Time to call 
a Congregation: of Chriſtians to be witnefſes of 
the Adminiſtration when as. yet there-were :no - 
Chriſtians in that City. 

2. Baptifm is-a part of publick Miniſtry - 
It ought tro be as publick as Preaching: 
Nor may it be adminiſtred except by oge 
who is called to the Publick Miniſtry. 

3. No-perſon may be:calt out of the Church 
privately, but the proceedings therein ought ro 
be publick with the conſent and preſence 
of the whole Church. Therctore - the Seal-of 
Admiffion into the Church by Baptiſm ought 
to be publick: alſo. Fhere is @ parity of.-rea» 
fon therein. 

4 Our on of the Name of. God 
and of Chriſt ought to be in the moſt publick 
way agd-manner that poſſibly gan be: Marth, 

F 3 12 3s 
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{/2©.73%: Rev. I. 1. But -in-Baptiſm -we-do in 
0 | mainer make \a-profeffion of the 
-Name of'the 'true God arid of Jeſus Chriſt, 
Marth. 2.85/20. 8 19. 5. Gal. 3. 27." 
' 5, Didochgvins: (1) argues more like a Con- 
regional man 'than like a Presbyterian. 'For 
us he reaſons: The (power of Adminifſtring 
Sacraments is as Chryſoſtom ſpeaks, Delivered 
:F0- the! Cburth, Hlthough the Diſpenſation or 
Adminiſtration thereot belongs to holieg, 
'Now ' the Miniſter alone ( fayes he) bas nc 
all the' power, ſo'as that he may ſeparately Ad- 
miniſter the Sacrament to whom he pleaſeth, 
Gut ! there ought. to be the approbation, conſent, 
| and preſence of the Church. 
6 This practice .of private Baptiſm was 
Igrounded on' an 'Error.; namely on a per: 
waſion of the abſolute neceffity of Bapriſm to- 
Salvation. Auſtin was not withour that Error, | 
He thought that Infants who dyed Unbapriſcd 
could not go: to Heaven, for which reafon 
he has been -ealled, Durus Pater Infantum, 
[There was-about the fame time ar:other Error 
woﬀſe i than this: crept into many Churches;; 
wy. That none :could be ſaved that did ' not 
'partake of the Lords Supper: So did they 
-miſanderſtand that Scripture Foh. 6 53. As 
"It Sacraments! Eating were there intended ; 
Whereas thoſe words were ſpckeyby - our Sa- 
-viour before - the Lords Supper was ifſticuted, 
z2hd 'are meant. of the Souls Eating and* 
Drinking by Faith. Bur from. this -Error it 


Was: 
(1) Vt ſupra. p. $54 


— 
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was that Children were made -to Eat and 
Drink of the Confecrated Bread and Wine. 
So leſt they ſhould miſs of Salvation they would - 
Baptiſm them in private When ic could not 
be done in publick. But we know that it is 
the Contemp?, and not the meer Privation of 
Sacraments that is damning. The Helvetian 
Churches do in no caſe allow of Baptiſm in: 
any ;private Houſe. See the Liturgy of 'the 
Churches in Switzetland. p. go. 


QUESTION KEE 
'O all that Contribute towards the Main« 
X> tainance to have the Priviledge of Woting- 
in the E'eFtion of a Paſtor e 


Anſw. It would be Simoniacal to Affirm 


that this Sacred Priviledge may be Purcha- 


ſed with Money, or, that Contribution "can 
Eatitle to it. For, $56: 

1. This 'is againſt the Scripture, and that 
jn more reſp:Cts than one. 

I. * The Sctipture requires all- that are 
taught to Contribute to © hin that is their 
Teacher. Gal. 6. 6: But it does -nort fay that 
al: who are taught ſhall have power to chuſe 
a Paſtor for thar Church where they are 
taught. In the Primitives Times the Catechu» 
mens did many of ther Contribute "to him- 
that was. their Iofiruftor,. but not one of 
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them all had the priviledge of Voting in 


the Ele&ion. of the Churches Paſtor. 

2. The word of God has given power to 
the Brethren in particular Churches to chuſe 
their own Officers. 48. 1. 26: & 6: 25 3, 5« 
& 14. 23, Wherefore to give it to others be- 


lides them is not according, to the word of 


s 


3. If all that Contribute have power to 
Vote in the EleAtion of a Paſtor, then many 
women muſt have that Priviledge, for they 
may Contribute tro the Maintatnance. But 
this the Apoſtle allows not of, 1 Cor. 14: 34, 
35: So that this Affirmation is Contrary to 
the Scripture in more reſpe&ts then one 

2: lt is againſt Reaſon: For them who 
have no right to the Lords Supper themſclves, 
to appoint who ſhall be the diſpenſer of that 
Ordinance to others, is highly irrational. 

3. This will deprive particular Churches of 
that Power which does belong. to them, and 
; which Chrift ha's purchaſed for them with the 
price'of his own Blood. To have power to 
'Chuſe their own. Paſtors is an invaluable Pri- 
_ For them to give or rather to fell 
that Privitedge away to all that will Contribute; 
muſt needs be difplealing to the Lord who 
has bought ic for them art ſo dear a rate, It 
may be the Contributors will be more thin 
twice ſo raany as the Brethren. of the Church. 
Soit may eaſily. come to paſs,. that a Paſtor 
ſhall be Choſen and not-ſo much as one in the 
Church that. did, or could in Conſcience Vote 

——— 
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for him: So then this Principle is of Dan- 


gerous Conſequence, It may ſoon prove faral 


and deſtructive to the Churches, and ro the 
Intereſt of Chriſt amongſt them. ' 

«4 |t is contrary t2 the principles and prafti- 
ſes of Chriſtians in the ' Primitive Times: 
Euſebius fayes that after the Death of Fames, 
the Church choſe Simeon the Son of Cleophas 
to be. his Succ, lor. Nothing is more Evident 
then that in the Firſt. ages of the Church, 
Paſtors were Choſen by all and only rheir 
Flocks ; in Chuling a Miniſter they did K/ero- 
zein, that is Chuſe him by Lot; from whence 
it was that Miniſters had the name' of the 
Clergy given to ther. Ignatius writing to the 
Church in Philadelphia tells them, thax it be- 
longed to them ro Chuſe their Paſtor. The 
Nicene Council in a Synodal Letter tothe Churhes 
in Africa, adviſe them to Chuſe Orthodox 
Paſtors inſtead of Arians. Cyprian tells us, (w) 
that-Corneliue was made Biſhop: Suffragi Plebis, 
by the Suffrages of the people. Yea, he fayes 
Lib. x. Epift 41. that Plebs maxime poteſtatem 
babet,. vel ſacerdotes dignos eligends, vel indignos 
recuſandi. And there are many pafſiges in him 
and other Fathers, ( as they are called ) which 
ſhew that the power of Chuling Paſtors was in 
the Church. Nay, Antichriſt had got a con» 
ſiderable footing in the World, beiore ever 
this priviledge of Chuting their own Paftors was 
wreſtled out of the hands of Particular Churches. 
It was about the Year 1219, that Pope Inno» 


cent 
(w) In Epiſt, 52. 


2 @The Order of the Chnrehes 
cent I: forbid the Laity to meddle in the 
EleQion of any Church Guide. M- Le Roque 
(x) ſuppofeth, that Canon was made in op- 
poſition to the* Albigenſes who retained the 
Ancient practice of the Churches in Chuſing 
their own Officers. © The Emperor Conſtantine 
writing to Nicomedia, ſayes, that it was.in their 
power to make a Choice of what Paſtor 
they pleaſed. The Council of Calcedon con- 
firms the Churches. power of Elections. 
There are many Inſtances to this purpoſe in 


| the (>) writers of Ecglefiaftical Hiftory.. 


5. All our Great Reformers and Eminent 
Modern' Divines, ( Prelatical ones excepted ) 
have afſcrred the power of Elefing Miniſtets 
to be in the Church, The depriving. the 
Church of this priviledge is by Calvin, called 
Impis, Eccleſia Spoliatio. A Spoil impioully come 
mitted upon & Church of God. I could 
ealily produce Teſtimonies for this, out of 
Luther, Bullinger, Muſculus,Urſin, Funius,. (z) & 
many others, but it is needleſs: Some Learned 
writers of the Presbyterian Judgment, ia their 
. arguings againſt Fus Patronatus, or the. power 
ol Patrons to impoſe Miniſters on the people, 
and.in their diſputations againſt Epiſcopal In- 
flitution' and InduRion, have ſtrenuouſlly aflarted 
and proved, that'particular C hurches have power 

- 1+ 8 
(8) of the Eccleſ. diſcipline p. 20, 
(y Jv. Theod. |. 4« c 20 Secrat.l. 5.6 15, 
0Fom. I. 8: c. I'9. 
(z,) See Mr, Jacob of Church Government, 
with the peoples conſent, Chapt. 3, 
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to Chuſe their own Paſtors. One of the Arti- 
cles agreed unto by the United Brethren in 
LonJon is, That each (particular Church ha's 
roght to Chuſe their own Officers, That this 
was the Judgment of the Old Puritan Non- 
conformiſts is aflerted in that Book which 
bears the Title of Puritaniſmus Anglicanus, 
which .goeth under the name of Dr. Ames, 
becauſe of his preface to ir, but Mc Bradſhaw 
and not Ames was the Author, as a Learned 
profefior (F) in the Univerlity of Leyd:n has 
informed us. | 
6 One of our Synods in New England, viz. 
that which met at Boon in the Year 1662. 
does Exprelly declare,, That the power of Vo- 
ting in the Church, belongs to Males in full 
Communion, and that others are to be debanred 
from that Power. Prop. 4. p. 18. In other places 
of the world, although a Modeſt diſenting 
is not an offence, yet it is not allowed in 
Teyms to Contradit, what has been by Sy 
nods Eſtabliſhed. | 
. 7 To give the Power of EleCing Mi: 


niſters to "any beſides the particular Churches 
over Which they are ſer, is "Contrary to the 
Good Laws of this Province, which Cons» 
firm unto the Several Churches therein, all 
their former Priviledges reſpeting Divine Wars 
' ſhip, and Church Order, and particularly 
their Power of Chuſing their Miniſters, which 
Laws -have ( through the Favour of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſtto his Churches in New England ) 
obtained the Royal Approbation, QUES- 
(T) Hornbeck, Epiſt, ad Dureum, fs 27. 
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Have the ſame Order. Eph 4. 5. 


"- L _— _— —— ck ” 
i.; " 


a. 
— — 


QUESTION Xx 


TS it Expedient that Churches ſhould enter 
[| into a Conſociation, or Agreement, that mat« 
rers of more then-ordinary Importance, ſuch 4s 
the Gathering of a New Church, the Ordina- 
tion, Depoſuicn, or Tranſlation of a Poſtiy 
be dime with Common Conſent ? 


Arnſwm., This is both ExpecGient and Nes 
cHary. The Synod which Convened at 
Boſton Anno 1662. ba's ſufficiently cleared 
this Point. And although there was in 
that Synod ſome d-{lent as to the Queſtion about 


the Subjet of Baptiſm then diſculled ; in the 


Anſwer to the other Queſtion relating to the 
Conſeciation of Churches, there was an U- 
nanimous Concurrences, The defign of 
which is not ( as has been well obſerved by 
Dr. (a) Ames and Mr.(b) Parker ) to intringe 
the Liberty of particular Churches, but from 


. the word of God to dire&t and ftrengthen 
them in the Regular Exerciſe thereof. Ihe ' 


Reaſons for-it zre ſuch as theſe. | 
- . I. The Churches of Chriſt ſtand in a Siſter- 
ly reiation each to other under Chrift their 
head, having the ſame Faith, and ought. to 
Col. 2. 5. 
16, This -Union implyes a ſuitable 
Commus» 
(a) Medul, Theol. L. 1 c.'39 Theſ 27. 
(b) De pol Ties, L, 3 «6, why 


Phil. 3. 
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Communion,” and that they ought to have. 

a Mutual care cach of ' other. Cane, 8 8, 1 
2. The Scripture reacheth that in w 


| Caſes we ſhould atk Counſel. 2 Sam. 26. a8. 


Prov. 3« 5. and 15: 22. and 24. 6, Which 
General Rules concern Polities as well as 
particular Perſons, and Churches as well as 
civil Societies. ; th 
3. There are Scriptare Examples to inſtruc 
us in our Duty herein. We find, that when 
the- Church in .4nticch had a weighty Caſa 
before them, they ſent to' another fod 
Counſel 48.-15 2 The Apoſtle Pau! ſought 
jo yo? Ln, 6h Right hand + felow= 
5p of other Apoſtles. Gala. 2. 9. Ordinary 
Elders and Churches, have no leſs need of 
each other to prevent their running in vaing 
CNS f Churches is tha? 
4: Such a Communion of Churches is tha 
which we lead fob, no | Innovation, but 
that which- has ever been-the Profeffion and 
practice of, thoſe that have been called Congret 
g4tional -There 'is a Book which bears the 
Title. of, An Anſwer of the Elders of the ſeveral 


J Churches in New- England to Thirty two Nueſtionsg 


Printed in. the year 164.3- Of which Book 
my Father Mather was the Sole Author, And 
he wrote it in the Primitive Times of theſs 
Churches, (v4. in the year #639 )) as himſelf 
afſured-me. What he wrote was approved of 
by ther Elders, eſpecially by Mr. Corron, unto 
whom he Conamunicated it. Now in Aoſwer 
i» $85: 7, 64: are theſs words JheConfoes 


ation 


- - 


T4 Wye Order of the Churches 
[4D of Charcbes into Claſies and Synods, wi 
+ Hold iq bo Lawful, and in ſome caſes Neceſtary : 
has namely, in things that are not Peculiar to onehl C 
« Fhurch, but. Common to them all, And likewiſe, of 
avben/a Bhurch 5s clot able to End any. matter © 
4#phich voncerns wly themſelves, then they are t4) a 
- Jqok; for Councel and Advice from Neighbour | tt 
Churches, as the Church at Antioch did ſend} tr 


Fd, Church. at Feruſalem. AA t5. 2. The fc 


around and uſe of Clailes aud Synods with the ti 
- Zamutations therein to be Obſerved, is Suns | t 
” -.wwartly laid down by Dr. Ames, unto whom® © 
-4We:.do wholly Conſent in this matter ThisÞ ir 
Was, and is the Judgment of all that adhere to || 2 

| bn nec of the Goſpel Profeſied in the Churches F ) 
«pf New#Englavd. The world is much miſtaken Þ -: 
-# thinking that Congregational Churches are | þ 
:Independent, "That Name has indeed: been | t 
:faſtned upon them by their Adverſaries. ; but } 
.our Platform of Dijcipline Chap.. 2, Se: 5. dil-} ; 
Flalms the name. '-And fo does our Renowned || 1 
Hooker '(c) in fhis Survey of Church Diſciq'ine, }| | 

- Likewiſe thoſe famous 4polegis in the Aſſembly Þ| | 
-at Writminſter, viz. Dr. Goodwin, Mr. Nze, Mr. | | 
Szmpſen, Mr. Burraugh's, and Mr. Bridge, lay } 
( 

1 

| 


that 1t 5:6 Maxim to be abhorred, that a ſingle 

| And particular Society of men Profeſſing the name Þ 

.of Chrift; ſhould Arrogate to themſelves an Ex 

| -emption from giving an account to, or being 

” - sCenſurable by Neighbour Churches about them, | 
"That Apoftle of this 'Age, - ( as Dr. "Goodwin 

«palls aim.) Mr. Corron, the firſt and forever, 


{(c) Part 2, Chop, 34 kts 


es 
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famous Teacher in this Bofton, when he in the: 
Name of the Elders and Meſſengers: of the - 
one] Churches, gave to Mr. Mitchel the right» hand 
iſe, of fellowſhip, at his Ordination to the Paſtoral 
ter | Office in the Church of Cambridge,*he-did in 
tf a fingu/ar manner- recommend to him- ( and- 
wr Þ that Excellent man was to his dying day: 
#d 3 mindful of Mr. Cottons Advice ) endeayours ” 
be Þ for the eſtabliſhment of a Conſeciation amongit” 
he the Chrarches of Chriſt throughout this Colony 
ws | that wiſe man foreſeeing that without this, dile- 
mf order and confuſion would in Procels- of time 
vs JF incvicably happen ; 'as | have more largely 
to | ceclared in (4) another Diſcourſe in. which: 
e | Mr. Cottons propoſals reſpeting the Cenſoeian 
n | -:50n- mentioned, are Publiſh:d to the worlds 
re | Moreover, that the Concurring. Judgnientof- 
n | thoſe who -are Congregational is. according heres; 
it} unto is Evident from the Declarat ron” of Favh: 
(- ] or Order which was agreed unto by - che 
d | Mcf:ngers of One hundred and Twenty :Con-: 
*% | gregational Churches in England, who'meb at | 
Y | the Savoy in London, Anno 1658; Fhey thus © | 
| declare, (e) breaſe of difficulties amd diffew! | 
ff Tancts in. point of DoArine, wherein ethers | 
* | Churches in general are concerned in their | 
” f #nion, and -edification, or any Member or Manns; :;. 
bars - of any Church ore: inſured id, or by'-A 
proceeding in Cenſures not agretable to Truth ahi 
« Order : [: is according to the mind" of Chi9fe,” 
that many Churches holding Communion rogetbirs | 


G 2 | \ 
(4) bs wy firſt Principles of NJ, $128, Oc, + 
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” a by their Meſiangers meet in a Syd or 
. Comncil, to Conſider and give their Advice in, 
'vr- about- the matter mm differance, But © the 
(Feftimony of that Blefled . Feremiah Burroughs 
puts the- thing beyond all diſpute. For his 
- "words are theſe (f) Thoſe is the. Congregational 
” "Way acknowlegpe. ; ; 
I. That they are bound in Conſotence tq give 
'- account: of their wayes to Churches abeut them, or 
Fo” any other who ſhall require it, This not in 
.an Arbitrary way, but as a duty which they owe 
*o God and Man. 
2. They acknowledpe tha* Synids of other Mi- 
| wſters and Elders + "oh them are an Ordinance, 
" off Fefus. Chriſt for the helping the Church 
. againſt Errors, Schiſms and Scandals. 


' 


Þave from Chriſt, admonifſh men and Churches 
Snhbis Name, when they ſee evils continuing in, 
wr gr owing upon the Church, and their admonitions 
parry ich them the Authority of Fefus Chriſt. 

4 As there ſball becauſe, they may declare men 
ww" Churches to be ſubverters of the Faith, or 
' otherwiſe dceording to the nature of their offence, 
| Ve: ſhame » thim before all. the Churches about 


y # , 


* 6h: They: may by a ſolemn. aft-in the Name 
FZeſus Chrip,. refuſe any further Communion. 
tb them til they. repent. 

" +6. They may declare alſo in the Name of 
| Chriſt, that thoſe erring' People or Churches are 
" Yuu# bo be received into fellowſhip with any of 


the 
(4) In.big Irenicum. Þ 43» 44 47: 


| 3 - That thefe Synods may from. the power they | 
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the' Churches of Chrifty nor #0 have Commus 
nion-with any other 4n the” Ordinances of Chri®, 

If it ſhall be. ſaid, ſurely they do not. cont ? 
up to theſe fax _things mentioned. To that bi f 
Anſwer ( fayes Mr. Burroughs YI do-nev in thefs* : 
deliver ouly my own Judgment, but. by what 8 © 
hnow of the-Fudgment of all thoſe Brethren with: 
whom I have occaſion to converſe by Conferance? 
both before and ſince, 1 ſtand charged' to' make” | 
it good to: be their Fudgment alſo; yea, it" hai * 
been theirs and mine for divers years, evers thei 
when we never thought ta have” enjoyed” our. © 
own Land again. We fee by theſe Teftimonies: 
that Congregational. men in general, as well as 


the Churches of New- England in ſpecial, are nq> 


ſuch Independents, no ſuch, Browniſts, no ſuch 
Mirel.ians, as ſome have repreſented them ta; 
he, - 


5» If we admit not a Confecration of Church: 2], 


- there 'will bes no Remedy againſt the Mala. 


Adminiſtrations of Paniicular Churches:;* nog 
any cure of Schilms, or Errors that 'may happen - 
in our Charches: This - has been obx&ted; 
( but iojuriouſly Y-as- a Scandal attending ' the 
Congregational Church diſcipline, and that: 
theretore” it is- 4 way not pratticable.. ' Indeed, 
if we refuſe this part of Church Communion, the: 
obj:ion. would be” uninſwerable. And wha: - 
would be: willing-to be a Member of that- 


' Church, in which although he fhould be never 


fo mnch wronged, there will be no relief for: 

him upon Exrth ? There was onee-a-Churchy: - 

in-N:-Eng/and, which having” cenſured one of 
 'G% '$.”4;*- , SN 


. _ On 


p - 
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ſhetr Members, he complained of the ſuppoſed" | 
- Iwrong done him, to Neighbour Eiders, who 
hom A he had' received hard meaſures 'Fhe 
Paſtor and major part of the Church were not- 
. willirig the caſe ſhould have a re hearing before- 
the Elders and Meſſengers of- other Churches. 
Upor this, great clamours were raiſed,. and: 
prejudices taken up againſt the Congrega-- 
onal Diſcipline, Mr. Cawerey got this tory 
by the end, and in his Epi/tle to tbe Difſents 
Bxg Brethren.p. 10. He fayes. that a- Minifter' 
' ,In N.B. writes-over - to England, that this in-- 
yured perſon. would have no remedy- until the: 
| ches in New England were become Presby- 
' Periaus, akd. that if Independency-does not break: 
al the. Churches in N-w- England excepting a few- 
* Semi-Preshyterian, ſeme are deceived Who the 
Miniſter was that wrote thus to Englavd, Mr: 
Cawdrey tells us-not; But it is a great wrong: 
ta the Churches. of New England, and- to - the 
way Congregational, to Repreſent them,. and all 
that are of #hat way, 'as being of ſuch Inde- 
S$endert: and- Tnaccountable Principles, which: 
they utterly diſclaim Dr. Owen in: his- Diſci» 
plinary Catechiſm, and eſpecially in the Addi- 
tament: there. unto, ( which was-written on occa- 
fon of an harſh and raiſh-cenfore in the: Inde- 
gendent Church in Cambridge in England ) has 
with great- evidence of reafon,. refuted the: 
maintainers-of ſuch an Independency. 
6: The order afferted is Cas bas been truly: . 
obſerved by the Eearned De@or lait mentioned ); 
«eufkaed by the prafiice os-the firſt Churches 


alterr 


. 


. 


% 


d' fifter the Apoſtles: for when the Church” in; 
o- 


IC 
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winth-had by an undue Exerciſe of Diſcipline- 
depoſed' ſome of their Elders, the Church - of 
Rome taking Cognizance of it, wrote rothem,. 
reproving their raſhneſs, and adviſed their re-- 
ftoration, as it is to be ſeen in the Epiſtle of 
Clement thary Paſtor. of the Church in Rome, 
which Clement-is thought to. be the ſame whom: 
Paul ſpeaks of,, Phil. 4+ 3- And' when the 
Church of” Antioch was afterwards troubled 
with the Herefies of their Paſtor Samoſetanus,, 


j the Neighbouring Paſtors cam=2 unto the. 


Church, and pyned their: concurrence in-Ais 
depoſyion. lt is c-rtain that inthe nexc, Ages, 
to the: Apoſtles, a Paſtor was not ſettled in any, 
Church- wichout- the Concurrence of others, 


"When- the Church had Eleted a. Paſtor, they 


preſented him to the Neighbour: Paltors- for, 
their Approbation, nor. could-he be-legally 
confirmed without it. {g) Exfebius tells us that- 
when: Alexander was choſen. Paſtor of- the: 
Church-in- Feruſalem by the Brethren of that. 
places he had the common: conſent of the 
Circumjacent Paftors. And thus { as-Cyprian 
informs» us ' ); is was practiſed in all the 
Churches thronghout Africa. He ſpeaks par- 
ticularly concerning Sabanus, Who was Elected. 


- a- Paſtor of Eremita- in Spain,.. that Neighbour: 


Miniſters concured in his Ordinatien, after the 
Eaternity had EleGted him, His-words are (b}, 


Ryo 


(eg), Lib. 5; & 1h 
(b) Cygrian Epif. 68% 
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Quod: fabtum videmus-in ſabini Ordinatsone: ut. dj 
univerſe fr aternitatis ſuffragio, © de -Epiſcoporus 
Judicio, Epifcopatng: es: deferetur. We find in 
Eccleſiaſtical Story, that in the Primicive Time 

e Names-- of Perſons to be Ordained: were 
phe wes rod that fo. 6 any og had 
Uugnt- to . object they might produce it. 
| Which cuſtom-of the Chriſtians in the EleCtion 
Of their Paſtors was ſo highly approved of by | |; 

- Emperor -Severus, as that he would: have 
K put- in practice in Eſtabliſhing Governours 
of Provinces throughout the Empire, 

7 Neither do the © Reformed Churches Orc 
dain a Miniſter wkhout the concurrence and 
approbation- of Neighbour Miaiſters. - To 
give the Right hand of Fellowſhip to a new 
Ordained Miniſter,, was a uſual cuſtom as. 
mongft the Churches in Bohemza, for which they 
alledged-that Scripture,. Gal. 2. 9- as is Teſtis- 
tyed by: (5) Commenius. In the beginning. of 
the- Reformation in the Church of Scor/and,.one 
Article - of their © diſcipline, is, That when | 45 
| , Minifter is Ordained- the reſt of the Minifters 
FÞall take the EleRted by the hand in fign of their' 
conſent,” as 1s related in the Hiſtory of the Re* 
formation (k,) which goeth ' under the Name 
of Mr. Knox. I find alſo, that there is the _ 
like practice in the Proteſtant French Churches; 
When: a Miniſter is Ofrdained, two Deputies 
; of the Synod-or Colloque are appointed: in-the- 

preſence of the People, to give bim- the Right- 


i) Rat. ordin diſcip — 
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i hend of Felowfoip. Theſe things I have- the 


rather mentioned for rhe Information of our 
young Divines, who being U:i(Rudicd in the 


{ Contreverfigs of Chureh diſcipline, are apt to. 


think that the cuſtom of giving the Right hand”. 
of Fellowſhip at Ordinations,:is a Nevelty and Sins 
gularity praQtifed no where but in New-Eng- 
land, whenas it was uſed in ether Churches 


long before there . was a New- England in the 


world: But (-not to divert |) the French Prov 
teftant Diſcipline- will by no means allow that” 
a Miniſter Fould intrude himſelf mto -any 
Church, without the approbation of Neigh> 
bour Paſtors. One of the Articles oh thelr- 
Diſcipline is 'in theſe words, The Miniſter that 
ſhall intrude himſelf, although be were approved 


' by the People, 3s not to be approved: by Neighbour 


Miniſters or others. A lac®( Author that Com-- 
ments on. this Article © far Yench diſcipline, . 
obſerves that it ' holds a '&3:formity with the 

aCctice of ' the Churches in- the primitive- 

imes. For the Council of Antioch has this. 
Canon, If a Biſhop out of Employment intrude 
bimſelf into a Vacant Church, and uſurp the 
place without the Authority of a Synod, Let him 


bs turned: out, although he may be approved ly 
j «ll the People, which be ſhall have gained to him, 


Fhus careful have Churches been,- both irt 
former and in later ages that in che Eſta» 
bliſhment of a Miniſter, the- concurrence of- 
Neighbour E:ders ' ſhould be endeavoured. 


—_— 


(1). La Roque fp. 23, 
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And this which has been Lone nant to 
the Articles agreed unto by the United Brethren || it 
at: Eondon "They declare, That in fo weighty || tn 
' 4, matter as calling and chuſing a Paſtor, we | uu 
, Futge it ordinarily requiſite, that every ſush 
. Church  conſule- and adviſe with the Paitors of | * 
| Neighbouring, Congregations. And that, It is 
+ Oramarily. requiſite that- the Paſtors of Neigh> 
beuring Congregations conctir "in the Ordination 
of the Perſon choſen-by the Brother-hood of that 
Particular. .Church. That word Ordinarily is 
well put.in, !: becauſe iv a Time. of Perfeeurion || * 
, that. canngt be done, which in a Time of 
| y-may,.; and. ought to: be attended. 
Presbyterian diſcipline of France, requires 
that a Miniſter ſhall-not be adrvitted to (his 
Office,.: but by . the Provincial Synod ; exvepe. 
LS oe progrnn 
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c 
Miniſters. - The like: || * 
to.. which... was, degreed: in the Sy29d ob; Nice, 
that- ordinarily all} the Paſtors. of a Province 
ſhould. concur in the\ Ordination; of a Paſtor, 
but. in. caſe of . an urgent neceffity. fo: requir- 
ings mg be. done with. the concurrenge: 
| three .Paſtors. 'And theſe ' things may 
- ferve to juflify- a.former Law made by the 
cixil Government -in; this Colony, That no per + 
for. + ſhould. be Ordained a Minifter in aw 

'- Church, but with the. Approbation of the Elders 
þ and Meſſengers of four Neighbouring Churches: 
\- "Fhis praCtice although it has not at po 
| | 
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thie- Authoricy of the civil Law 'to eonfitth 
en|| it, nevertheleſs, bring grounded upon -Scrip- 
23 | ture and right reaſon, it ought to be Sacred 
pe | unto 4s. 


—_ 
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& QUESTION.. Xl. 

_ AY the Brethren in Churches and not the 


Paitors only be ſent unto, and _ have 
their Voice in Eccleſiaſtical! Ceuncils 2? 


Anwſ. We maintain the 4ffirmative inthis 
Nuettion, In the laſt General Synod which 
was in New-England, viz. Thar which met at 
Beftcn: in the year 1679. Some Churches ſent 
only their Elders without ary. Brethren : 
which the S5ned was fo far unſatisfyed with, 
as that-they would not allow thoſe Paſtors 
to {it with them, until they had prevailed 
| with their Churches to ſend Brethren allo, 
| being very tender of admitting any thing 
+ | that ſhould look like an infringement of that 
- } Liberty and priviledge which does by the 

Inſtitution of Chriſt belong ro the Brother» 
hood in particular Churches, The reaſons of 
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MF. 1.5. giveth. us>the account, 446, 
verſe ſpeaketh: of the Church as well as of the 

| —/ a and Elders; Now he that was in bis 
. Lime the Oracle of the Univerſity of Cambridge 
argueth thus, (m) why was the caufe brought 
39. the People and not to the Elders onh, if they 
had, not power to.judge in the caſe 2 And he | 
therefore concludes . againlt .Belarmine, that 
every. Lazce in that Synod -had a difinitive 

| Glloage as much as Peter himſelf. And where- | vi 
| _ as Bellarmine objects, that the Brethren did only | 1 
bear. and not ſpeak, in that Aﬀembly -#hitas || # 
ker argues from verſe 12 That the Brethren | b 
had been ( not tumultuoufly but in an orterly'('v 
manner ) declaring their apprebenſions on the || tl 
caſe under controverſy 3 Or | owever that the 

. Expreffion tm that Verſe implys, that they 
had a Liberty of Speech granted to them, } # 
And in verſe 2.2. 'tis faid, 1: pleaſed the Apo» Y ©« 
fles -and Elders with the whole Church, Gs, 'V # 
In the Council of Ba/i!, it was argued, that- | * 
that word, - pleaſea, being ſpoken not -of the || * 
Elders-only, but of others, it does Evidently | 
- import, that thoſe other, even the Members | | 
of the Church had alſo a power of Judgment ') © 
and determination in the Queſtion then under - 
} 

( 


debate» From thence; likewiſe does Fuel a- 
F” gainſt Harding prove that Laicks { as they calls 
” the Brethren in Churches ) have this power: 
- -of right belonging to them, to S# anl Fudge 
i'm Eccleſiaſtical Councils. And fo does Dr. 


_ Wile 
(w) Whitaler, &s Coneiljs. 


CEnnen® 
+ ; 


Dr. Owes might well fay, (s) 
x | it is not neceflary that E'ders alone ſhould be ſent 
-n | by "the Churches, buP they may have others jorned 
ly wich them, and had ſo until prelatical 2- 
ie | tion over-turned their Liberty, There were ma-| 
e þ ny beſides Paul and Barnabas ſent from Aritioclt 
y | #o Jeruſalem, and te Brethren of that Churchy 
| whatever is impudently pretended to the contrary, 
t» || concurred in the decree and determination there 


F 7 De. Sorin 

ai S. re is 'weight in Aiftins vw ea. 

biz: Phat the power of the Keyes (oe 
he whole Church : And that therefore not the 
Paſtors only thould have their voice in - Couns, 
als. Since - Councils repreſent the Churches 
by whom * they | are choſen, it is meet that 
ſore of-eath prder ſhould be choſen. Church« 
Members are fellow ' Citizens, and therefore 
ought vc to des © a their power. - k 


 {(n) br Synops papiſm.Cont. 3. -3-4-16. 
(a) Of « Gi/pel Chureh p. $63. 
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bY: Phe ent the ee whoſe oy ery 
© in EooleſeaFica! Councilg,, notonly the 
ry of the Chbrthes, buc others Jay receive 
6n from. them,, and have then and there, 
ge payer 'with, the former, ... Tue - it +6, 
the Delegates from ,the Churches, -the 
s . to be the principally. canccrned, 
Phey 'are preſurned belt ro know. the. [tate 
ft Churches, and to be beſt able ro-Judge 
fs H Ecole Affairs, This urn 
h iy, '"THRey "are nor to aſlume the fol 
ſelves, . nar yet A, Negative Ty 7 
Teh Allemblies, as cbey.may in their” oma 
Ehurches. 1;;muſt (;fayerDr. Owen) 


' © Offite Wwoorly, have right to he Memhers- of- Ecales 
, tics 1'Synods as ſuch. Neither, iq there wy, 
le: or reaſon to give ca fo. 1, 
oo e.. "Officers of the huxch, Biſho 

ders, *nay be Preſent, 5 an, them, ava Fg 
| ſent in them, are meete. for the moſt part "a 
& - £0*be, but: meerly as ſuch, it belongs not unto 
| them, This-will ſeem to. ſore: to þg1 Inde- 


endent 
tg) Ih. p, i6s; | a 
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th\N:''Giglthis DiiGieates, 87 
pendent wy Bur that i their nultake: 
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' again{tvhe Romanits }* he's fs: foundation fy y 


Baltinger, ' Hyperins, ' Dibnidur, Voetius, and #- 
mong(t our Rngliſh writers MPhotaker, Parker” 
and other-great Divines have affirmed as much 
as thiscomes to ©" Yea, the generality of our 
Divines in their diſpurarions 2gainſt the Papifts 
Epiſcopal Mbnopoly of Synodal Power, reafon”'as: 
we £ And it is cleay from this Argument. 
If ir belongs to Elders as ſuch to be Members 
of-Synods, then «ll ſuch muſt be there. Burt 
ſo, then'irt caſe a '$y1nod ſhould continue fitting: 
# year together (as it often happens ) all that 
while-the Particular Churches ro whom theſe 
Elders belong that are remote from the place 
where the $1904 meets, muſt not have one 
Eider to inſtruct and guide then: =. 
4 The Queſtions: which are handled and 

decided in Synods are eommonly fuch as Brovhrewm 
and not Elders only 'are' concerned in. "Phi. | 
Reafon. is urged by our Fur! ( a great light ia- * 
the Engliſh Church ) im his defence of the 
Oharch of England, - Yea, ſome Learned Papifty- - 
have b:en fy ingenuous as to confeſs. there "i 
weight init. That which portains #0" all 31 nod l 
vdid, if ſome of ald: ſ-rts have 'nod '#c in 
7; which efferrion '(fayes Dri Belt, 4 


nature and in reaſon, | 

$. In ſorhe ” Churches there ate Fo ag 
whoſe gilts #0 d-abilitics' «re beyond their Paſtors.” | 
And why ſhould not fuch be Members of- + 

Eccleſiaſtshal Colines!s,, :nkd | Have - a' fuffrage 
thertin® cquat With *dny+ others ?- Jo ſome © 
H 2 _  Monaſteries 


- 


$88 «@fhe Orderofthe Churches 
ND TOE ior 
| Vinity, W was (_as.the in 
ble (9). Ufeer has obſerved ) o wall 
Clergy men, There are at:this day -in ſome 
Univerſities, Learned profeffors of Theo/ogy ( who 
are- not Paſtors of any 'Church+ ) perhaps 
more able to give light in. a difficult Cor 
-  troverſy than any Elder in the Sy"od - What 
-  Feaſon can be given why Churches ſhould not 
{ delegate fuch, or why they ſhould not | have 
deciſive Votes as well. as any others ? 

6. The moſt Famous $50ds which have 
been in the world' have conſiſted not of Ek 
ders only. That in the next Apes to the | 
| police others bc{ides Paſtors were Members 
s Ecclefiaftica! Councils, our Divines in their 
writings againſt the Papiſts have proved. - In 
| the 'of Celcedon there were Seven Earles, 
- and ten noble Senators, and not Eccleſiafticks 
= ohly. Since the Reformation, the Churches 
* of Sweveland (r) Pctitioned that there might 
| bbe a Council called of every degree and ſtate 
> conkiſting of the beſt Learned and moſt Godly 
» - gner» Whom. the Province did aff rd. Inthe 
” Simons Sed of Dort,, there were biſides 
{ - Paſte of Diviniry,. and many Se- 
mers Of Ruling Elders who were not ordained 
Eq In the Afembly at Weſtminſter which 
met July rt. 1643+. - There were not only 
Paſtors of Churches, but ſeveral noble men, 


Rr 0. 
) de Succeſs Eccleſ. co 7-4. 24» 
7 Ste Harmon. of Confeſſions. p. 602. 
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Alls QCommithoriers | 


lock and others : 
Scorland were joyned with them: 4; g- 
Earl of Loebian,:Lord Harriftonc;: Lardk 
derdale, belides Miniſters (from that Kingdeas 
So then it is not an Independent Phanſy, that 
Aflemblics met: to-:confult- about "Eedlefraltical” 
and: Religious . Controverſies: ſhoyldi confilt ob 
other Perſons belides Eccleliaſticks.;:.y + 5» 
7,” Some not: ſound: in the. Raih';rhave 
thought it their infereſt' ito. .majatain; the: Ne- 
gative in-this Queſtion In an old: Heretiqal 
Council (s) there was an outrery, Swadus: E- 
piſcoporum eF?,, Synols ſhould conliſt of none 
bur Biſhops, : others are $ is. So do 
the Papiſts Teach : They fay that in- the Sy» 
nod 44 15- only the- Afoftles were Judges, . 
and:#hat the Laics, or Brethren there: had no-- 

; thing to do but ty hear aid ſubmit their Fudg« 
. ments and Conſent to what the other ſhould de» 
termine, Jalt aiter the ſame manner do ſome 

- Pre'ate Proteſtants, particularly . - Sutl;ft, and 
Bridges eXopreſs thernlelves,: The: Jeuir Sanders 
railes againſt-the Magdeburgenſes becauſs in their 
Ecclſiaftical Hiſtory thty-- athrm that” Laicks 
- were Members of Syneds, None ( fayes he) 
tt 3 - X bus- 

(s). V. Wilet-ubs 1pras. Þ. 17; 


_- 


bopaACISTS 


in _ 
ine Queſtions wherein Religion | 

_— a very Learned Dutch (*) Divine 
giveth a double Anſwer. 
-+* ©. "That ſome / who. are not Paſtors of 
"Churches are nevertheleſs 'men. of great Learns 
ng as were many of the Seniors in -— Synod of 

© Eg 

2. That ſome who do not excel in Scholaſth 
cal Learning/are verſed in the Holy Scriptures, | 
and in Zeal and Piety Excel ſome Miaiſters 
 - Many Sexwors with us'( fayes he-) abode by the 
- - Truth; when'their Paſtors did not fo, in the 
Time when the Arminian Remonftrants made 
a diſturbance in the Churches. 


- (t) Vaet. pol. Ecclef part 3. pþ 195- 


___—_— 


—_— 
Ly 


—_— —_ 


QUESTION. XH, 


| | 
T OES the Efience of a Minifters Call Conſift 
in his being Ordained eb the Impeſition 
of hands by other Miniſters ? © 


Anſw: There are who fay that it does : 
Aed that the Miſter impoling hands muſt be 
a Biſhop, or otgerwiſe ic is no volid Ordination. | 
Whieh nation makes all ( or moſt of ) the 
Muiſgers 


in NP, England Vindicated. 9x 
Minifters/'in Frewnce, Switzerland, Denmark; 
Holand, Scotland ©. to be no 'true Miniſters 
for want of Epiſcops! Ordination. We have 
theſe things to offer ro the contrary. 
1: The Eflence of a Minifters 'Call conſiſts 
n a mutual EleQion between him and- his 
| People. As in Marriage the Confent of both 
pw is Effentially requifite, but -a publick 
Jlemnization of the Marriage is not fo, The 
Coronation of a Kiny isnot Effential ro his Of- 
fice,nor is the Solemn Inauguration of x Publick 
Magiſtrate Eflential to his being a Magiſtrate. 
No more is Ordination to the being 'of a Mi- 
niſter. Learned 'Papiſts notwichſtanding they 
are wont to place the Eflence of a Minifters 
Call in his Ordinatioo, fays that a Cardinal 
has his Eccleſtaftical power by vertue of his 
Elefion before his Infta/lment. And that a 
Pope when Ele&ted has Power to rift 
the Church before 'his Inthronization. - 'Fhe 
Lawyers fay that Solennia non ſunt de res 
Subſtantia, We cannot ſay that it a man has 
not reccived [mpofttion of hands that then he 
is no Paſtor, bur we may fay that if he has 
not been Eieted by ſome Church of Chriſt 
he is no Paſtor, but his Ordination is a nullity. 
For which cauſe the Learned (#) and- noble 
Morney approves of Chry/oftom, his faying that 
EleAton by the People is ſo neceſtary that without 
it there is neither Altar, nor Priefthood. And 
& whole Council, viz. that of - Calcedox has pro» 
nounced 
Eu) Of the Church, Cha. 11, p. 125. 


q 
Lo, 4 a4 4 
Ca th 


ou mark June” gon: qualified with Mi 

p 4 with- 
niſterial gikts ſhould ſuffer Shipwrack io a-re' 
niotc {land where there are none'but Heathen, 
ail hould by Preaching be inſtrumeaal in 


-Faamertus being-private men by Preaching the 

Goſpel Converted a great Nation of Indigny 
Might they not Admioifter Sacraments to theſe 
Conyers being -Elefted by them to þe their 
Paſtor-, without any Impoſttion-of hands from 
other 'Paſtors-in a Country where ' none were. 
wee Dr. Fulk on Rom: 10. 15; 
' 2: Not only Congregationa! Men, but many 
of tþe Prezbyerian Judgment, and others alſo, 
«tec the Iiypefitson of Hands to be an IF 
GjG-rene and not a neceffary thing. That 
which may be either done or lefr undone 
Wwhout Sin, Thus do the Presbyterians 10: 
gcefiand declare. In the Hiſtory of the __ 

0 


(%.Þ.de pun (tf Ryan Reſt, . cap 1.5;Þ 300, 


_ 


LS 


in N.' England Dinditated 93 
of Scoeland. written by Mr. Calderwood, p. 2.6. 
It is afferted that bnpo/ition of bands they judge 
no# neceſſary - in the Admiſſnn of Miniſters. And 
when-in the year 3 397- that Nueftion was by 


the King put to the General Aflembly,: (x) i 


be a Lawful- Paſtor who wants Impoſition of hands ? 
Their Anſwer was in theſe words, Impofition or 
Laying on of bands us not Eſtential and neceflare; 
but Ceremonial and indifferent in the Admiſſion 
of a Paſtor, This does Mr. Gilleſpy allo main- 
tain in his Learned - Diſcourſe againſt Engliſh 
Popiſb Ceremonies þ 2:85 The Dutch Churches 
eſteem Impoſrion of / hands ro be Adiephorous. 
And therefore ſomcrimes in the Ordination: of 
Paſtors they omit that . Ceremony ; and they 
never uſe ic in the Ordination either of Ruling 
Elders or of Deacons. So far as I can lean, 
the Churches of pay, + are the only 
ones in the World that in Ruling Elders 
or Deacons ny {mpolition . of hands. (y) - 
P:ſcator,Danens, Altin perus, P 

K to be Indifferent. eh i Ba'duinus, Gerhard 
and other writers { of the £beran perſwalion, 
I forne places in (7)Germany they uſe this 
of Impofing hands, in. the . Ordination of 
ſtcrs,- in iſm, and in Corfirmarion, and 
at Marriage alſo, but in all as a thing: Adie- 
Phorous. 


h 3. If 
&) Calderwood Hiſt of Church of Scatl p.3Þ3. 


% 
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y) = 1 Tim 4. 14 
(2) V. Voee. 'de pol. Eccleſe part 3. L. 2. 
p. 465: 


— 


| ia his Ordination 
of. hands-trota other Lawtul: Miniſters, | ir will 
be a «iflicule thing to prove thr our firſt-R6 
formers, were truc Miniſters of Chriſt: As tc 


Ordiaation . in the. Church: of. Rome: ſore off Oi 


them renounced: it, not at alt ſuppoſing 


it 
themſclves:ro be Minatters of Chriſt meerl) on $h 


that» account. -; They thought ir was theit 
duty, inordinatifimam Ordinationem efjurar ry 
'® Bexa peaks. © Some- of them. never had iti 

'Or did frft-Preachs withour any tormal 
Call or Allowance -of thoſe who uſurped the 
'F tle of | Paſtors: and: Biſhops, and the Sole 
power of . Ordination, and: were afterwardk 
ealled to the Mimſtry by the Churches which 
they had taught. Tilenws being demanded 


| ; fromthe 'Church of Gene 
4; andfrom Fire: his Predecefior, whot had 
 .. alſo his-from the People of Geneve, who had 
" Right. and Avthoriy to inſticute and fe 
 _ Mimiiters, Beliownine objetts that © the Pro» 
reftants have -no true Mioifttrrs among them, 
becauſe they. have not received Ordination by 
olrien-of ' hands Succeſſivety' from the As 
Ries. Dr. Allee in Anſwer: thereto fayes, 
(a) In the Corrupt times of the Goſpel the Lord 
hes-raiſed up Faithful Minifters to his Church 
that could ſhew no Succeſſion from the Degenerate 
Clerg). . Fhey that fland upon a Tineal:Suc- 
$4 + 8 3 v\. opon 

(a) Syrofis Contr. z, ©, 13. 01. 


of the Eart of Lovel from whom Catvin bhadbis 
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vill] a-eue Church, and { the B/buprl Heme) th hs 
Rs Miniſters of drtichtift to. be the true M 


l WR A—_ from the ja 
1 of neceffity own the Churgh 


of-Chriſt, For Churches to go 'to them ny 
| Ocdained Miniſters, is ( fayes Melariftbon ) as 


ng — fhould;go ..ro Wolves for She 


oy 
hs 


be 
he 
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Ir: has: been: well-faid 'by: thoſe 'who 
e- gone fote -us,  That'God- dries ſo nnueh - 
abber. antichrift that he wonld not have his Peos 
ple £0: ſeek to, him, nor to cbis Priefts to Ordaite 
Chriſts Minifters, as be wou'd not take of Baby+ 
lon a Stoze for 14 »corner, nor a Stone for 
Foundation. Jer. $446. 'W hereas it 53 objeRed 
{yes Mr: Perkins) That they who arg (Lav 
folly called/'are' Ordarned by them whoſe ' Aun- 
eefters have been Stecefſrvely Ordained by the A+ , 
Poſties, 1 Anſmer, there is a Succeſſion of Doftrine 
in Waich' our Miniſters Succeed "the Apoſtles, and 
this #s ſuffeieht..'; if om Turkey, or America; by 
elſe wlerre.\ thr Goſpel ſhould bt: received by "the * 
Cornſil and.\garſwaſion of  provate . Per ſows, vhry 
ſhall wotrhued: to [end to Enrope fer Canſecrared 
Minryters, but they have porger to' Chufe their wwon 
faers, from -within - tbejhſe wes. Thus Mr. 
Perkene..;; Toke: like purpaſe:dpes.i) Jancby 
heake., And-Hoeting) in;his Leanned: Book: cons 
we GPa cane of Befiecpplias made 
it [As C *ibe Light, of- the, Sun; that nat 
fd Caen but-a Succttfion-in 


(by On Gala. 2 ib, | 
(1); Eph b ale pies 
” & ton B a? 
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a very ſtrange” Afſertion to 
ſome, a notion peculiar' to. New-England Di 
0izes only. Others of as deep Judgment- as 
any . whom the World has mu have main» 
tained- the: Garne, Dr.'Ames (c) ſayes; that as 
the. power of Seeing isformallyand fubjeAives 
ly 'in the Eyr, yet: originally in the : whole 
Animel, ſo is the power of-O-dination inthe 
whole Church, and that therefore alth uy 
a well conſtituted Church, 'the At of 
tior is to be performed by the Elders, in _ 
duely quaiifyed* Elders are not 1#bs had,” Ordina- 
rr erformed":by ders; +\And 
thar- in « Colrrpe ſtate of the Chureh' where 
Order and Miniſtry faiſs, 4 plebe aBlus Ords- 
rs we 9 \flevs poreſt, the People-may 
PWhitther ( Fay affirms, that they 
oa he. to' Cl have power to'Or- 
-dain. - And-that' the Church bas power Both "ta 


Ca! z'B; ts Ordain bim® alſo. Not 
ror er nan but ſoon HE 
WS: _ 


(c) Belerm enervdt Tom. 'z. L 7; . 64p/v. 
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_ our Platform of. Diſcipline, 
bation of many Divinez|n 
y \and> Learning as moſt by 
has produced, Nor 4s this {for 


[Y 


(at 
” 


Ho 5x 


Y . 
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kiwhoſe great Learning _ 
TT | ines live -6s-Much a4 
net(ef Diſcipline - a ©. concerning” 
nay[Voetins{ a) afferts, Thet the Churcb nay deteyars 
fs Member of their body t6 Ordain a Ptesbytery\ or 
ine; may wholly omit the Solemnity of a Conſoorationg 


£ 


netfend that the Perſon choſen to the- Miniſtry, miy | 


oft drag 6 pon —_— bu 
this ns. io his Minsſterial. Office. 

to ag sth- med by Ditleclavius. p. 24%: Ang 
by Mr. Gile/py againſt the Ceremonies. p/2.86, 


the E/derſpip ſhould: wholly - fail: the! power 
Ef Ori remains with: tke Church. The 
Defenders of this Problem alledge fuch' Reaſors 
ſor it, as deſerve Conſideration: e.' g. 

I That we read in the: Scriptures of NowT 
Officers impoſing their hands upon fuch' as were 
{tr apart unto a Sacred, Office The" Levites 
were Ecole/izſtfeal-Officers, but the Chilren of 
Iſrae} wha impoſed hands ' on them wete* not 

;. Nunsh- $8, 10; 

2 We read\in the New-Teftament of Ordin 
ry Officers impoling hands on them} who' were 
| Exrraordinary Officers, Thus 4nanias im 
hands on Paw. 44 9 - And after that,the 
of the Church in Antioch: impoſed hands ore 
Paul and Bernabas. :4R;,' 13; 3. And' not »on 
Par but' the-Eiders of the Church in Epheſus 
4mpoſed handson INE Was an Evenge- 

| liff 

(a).-Deſp: ca'y, papiL. 2 2. Þ: 269,25 & 
(+) De Guber, Eccleſ. p. a62.,263,, "Ot 
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Alſo Gerfor_Bucer (t) - nigintains” tha' ir caſe | 
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*98" The Order of the Churches 
Ke and terefore an nes 
| MNow-it an ordinary Qthcer may lay his hand 
.” Ma one. that is Extraordinary, 'why may not a 
= » 296 "a ner there-unto by the Church 
- Mothe like to one that is only an Ordinary Pr 
ter”? . This clearly Anſwers what Papi#ts and 
es are. wont to objet, viz. that the 
Ordainer 4s greater than the Ordained, and 
that therefore-none: but Brſbops ought" to Or- 


” |, doin or umpoſe: hands, as being a degree above 


- Preqbjters. But was Ananias greater then the 
Ap Paul? or thei Miniſters in the Church 
Ot -Antiach greater then Paul and- Barnabas ? 


ar the Presbyters in Epheſus greater then Ts 
amothy ? In the beginning of the Reformation in 
Englend (everal who had never been O: dained 
Priefts by Biſhops, were nevertheleſs made Biſh- 
©p3,45 15- obſerved in the late Colle&ion of State 
Arafts.. p. 50. Some Councs!s have allowed- of 
the.Ordination of Biſhops in a caſe of-neceffir 
when Biſhops were not at hand,-.by thoſe who 
were no Byops, but inferiour to'' them, which 
neither do ſome of our Epiſcopal Writers gain- 

| fay : And notwithſtanding the C cuncil - of Trent 
has declared all Secular Ordinations to be 

_- nullicies, that dos notmake ther to be 5. 
. - 3+ Impeſition of hands. in" Ordination | is not 
a Sacrament { as .many of. our Divines have 
oved againſt the .Papilts ') nor- has it any 

+ Religious Significancy in it. - No- doubt but this 
Rite might Lawſully be uſed at the Inaugura- 
#30n of forme Civil Officers, ax the Jews from 

., Wham it is þorrowed, 1mp:;ſed hands on a Se- 
water 
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in-N. England-Vindicated. 9@ | ? 
ator when Solemnly admitted into the greas 
Saniedrin, and upon a DeRor in one 
Colledges when: admitted to a Rabbinatur as 
Alting (e) thows. : Though ſometimes oy 

were Promoted without any impoſition of han 
as Buxtorfe (f) out of the Jewiſh Writers ins 
form us | 7 
4 Mr Hookers Judgment, -is,- that Ordines 
rion is not an a&t of Authority but of Order 
only, And that therefore it may be perform 
ed by Non-Officers, . As for that ObyjeCtion 
which ſome have thought weighty. vix. Thes 
none can give what himſelf bas- net,. and that * 
therefore men upon whom hands were never. .. 
iwpoſed cannot impoſe -hands upon 4 
it is eafily Anſwered, men may give that whicke - 
they” are nof formally only vertually the Subs...» 
xs of A Nation by chuling a King,give hin * : 
Legal Power. A City by I a Lord + 
Mayor, make him a Magiſtrate. A W 4 
by giving her ſelf in Marriage cauſeth the mars 
to whom. ſhe giveth her ſelf to have the 
Power of an" Husband : but no man. will be. 
ſo abſurd as to fay, that a W oman | has fors ! 
mally the .power of an Husband.. In former : 
Ages the Kings of England in theit Charters to- : 

Avtats and Biſhops (F) gave them power to* 
Ordain Monks and Clerks : But thoſe Kings '7 
$4.3 wers 1 


(e) De Academia Hebr. 1 
(f) Lexic. Thalmud. p. 1498. 
(F) v. Malmesbury de Geft, Reg: 
Angl. L, 2. 6.7, 8. . 


Ss 


Se Ender of he. 


Tam ue vey deg bo which ha*s been 
Gurces who ,when, 'Neigh- 

Nd oe were preſent, have improved 

- Brethren to impoſe -hands' on their Paſtors. 

2 ; rae So were _ yr ro ___ an Ordination 
+ Wil and Prayer .only, . Ithout an 
3 \ Inpoliion © of: hands, ( as is praQt 2d d in Kin 
% ations in Enpland then 'to have that 
WM Ceremony pertormed. br New Elders. 

+ The'Old Dottrine of New Evglend, was, That 
So the -©burch where Ordination is to be perform- 

" off fax wor: Elders of its own, they ſhould deſive 

Elders to Afi iſt in the Ordination of 
—_—_ Paſtor, and that with Impeſition of hands 

; wel 4: with Faſting and* Prayer. Moft true 

that we read nor in the New-Teltament 
ohrion- of of ae by © Non-Elders, 

were not wanting to per- 

l ice and to make uſe of Non: Elders. 


* fainck - Fa p-—cay | (hall my add, 
Dokegs, fo\tls or on 1 Tim. 5. 22, 
6.1. does not ofily, maintain that. impoi- 
of hands is nor a nectflary Ceremony in 
3 eC ton of n Miojſter, but fayes, that 
ki Farwity to do as the Papiſts do, in makiog 
the - agg of a Legitimate vacation to the 

Miniſtry, co. confaſt therein, and that to make 
Ka tioye What the Jame perſon may _re> 


Cos. 


—_—_——. 


rs, Or | pei 


or nedy Jerome Ky this Diſcourſe, 


{et 


— — ns -—_ 


SECT RT AQ 


in N; England Vindicated, rox 

veive impoſition of handi more' than” onte 5 is to” © 
ſe 2 vain and inept Aueition, becauſe ir. 

is not material whether it be ever done at all, 


QUESTION Mill. 


AY a man be. Ordained a Paſtor, Except” 
þ. to a particular Church, and- in the pre= 
ſence of that Church ? 


—— 


Anſw. There are two parts-of this Queſtion» . 
which we {hill Anſwer diſtinCtiy. | 

I: We afl.rt that no man cught to. be Or 
dained a Paſtor, Exccpt_ unto a - particular 


- Church, For, 


1. Wehave no Inſtance in the Scripture of * 


_ ordinary Officers Ordained,” Except unto &* } 


particular Flock. 4 14- 23. They Ordained* | 
Elders by Ele&ion ( ſo does the Geneva Tranfla=” 
tion read the words truly enough as that Lear-' 
ned Knight, Sir Norton Knatchbull (F) has critts 
cally evinced )) in every Church, Paul left ic” 
in Charge with Ti:z#s, that he ſhould Ordain” 


Elders an every City, Tit. 1.5; He was: not to 


Ordain thera to be-Individua vaze, but a party  * 
cular place, a City wherein was ſome. Church 
was aligned-to them to Labeur in: He-might- 
noi. (as Me. Banes and from him (g) Dideclas' 

3 vIHE 


GJ) In Arimado. in Libr. NT, 


, 


lg) Alrare Damaytt, 22D Fo 


K . 


r= 


k ſpeaks.) Ordgin: Elders as the i\Univerhy 
 Dodtors of Phyſigh, «without :.afligning 
, them. any. Patients, or as. they: make | Maſters » 
” &# without providing for them any Scholars. 
| 2. Paſtor and. Flock. are. Relates, and there- 
* fore one cannot be without the other. It is 
*  eontrary tothe Rules of Reaſon (-as 'Logici» 
” ans know). that the Re/ate ſhould be without 
- Ks Correlare. (b) Fo ay that a PPandring Le- 
_ Site who has no Flock ts a'Paſtor, is as-pooll 
ſenſe as to fay, that he that has no Children is 
rn Father, and that the man who has no Vite 


the Catholick Church 1s bis Flock. For (not 


: i a Husband. ' Nor may it be pretended that-: 


to infiſt on the common. Proteſtant DoEtrine 
| that the! Catbolick Church is Inviſible : "as" COM» 
6 omg all true Believers from Abel to the 
End of the World ), 

3: A Paſtor is under: an Obligation: to feed' 
every one that is of the Flock: which he is a 
Paſtor unto. At. 20. 28. Take heed therefore- 
Fo yeter ſelves, and to al the Flock over which the 


mian'able to feed a# that Flack of the Church 


accrunt concerning every. Soul in that Flock 
* . Which he is the Paſtor of, Heb. 13. 17 They 
| thatfay they are Paftors of the Catholick Charch,. 
way do well to think what account they can 
give of the ten thouſands of Sou's belonging to 


h) Foet de a-ſper. c1uſa paper 


tus... Þ, 2:3 8; 


' Holy Gho#t has made you Overſeers 1s any meer. 
Catholick Vitble ? A M'niſter muſt give an 


theis- 


SE” ye Os =ETRY + M-] 0) . TS 


to 'other Churches beſides thar,. then it is not 
In the power of that Church to deprive him of 
his P | Office. Tf. they thould rex him 


| beck to which he is related, if he is a Paſtor 


and that deſervedly from. being cheir Paſtor, 
he may pretend, [ am a Paſtor of the Catho- 


| liek Church, and will be ſo,. do you: do your - | 


worſt. "This favours of- the Papiſts indelible- 
Charader, who-pretend that if a man has been 


- | once Ordamed, he can never be a Laic again. 


Then a' perſon who i juſtly not only depoſett 


| from his Office,. but Excommunicated, may 


be a Paſtor ſtill. And it fo,. then he that s- 
not fo much as a Member of the ViſtbleChurch. 
may yet be a Paſtor of the Church Catholick, for 
one juſtly Excommunicate, is no longer 'of- 
Chriſt's Vitible Kingdom, being Authoritas 
tively delared *to belong unto Satan, Our 
Diſriptme declares not only that ſuch as never- 
were related to- a particular Flock, but fuch as- 
have been, bur now are not ſo related,. to be 
no Church-Officers. The words in the Plats 
form, Ch 9. S. 7. Are, He that 3s clearly hoſed 
from his Officesrelation unto that Church whereof 
he was a Miniſter, cannot be looked at as an Offi 
cer, nor perform-any aft of Office im any other 


Church, unleſs. be be again orderly called nato- 


Ojjce. | 
you When Ordinarions at large did with: 
other Corrupttons. creep into the: Churches, 
WhOL 


| W, The Order of te Churches 
le. Hued it neceflary not only to: 
Mop Prery ar bar practice, . but to de- 
clare ſuch Ordinations to. be. void and null, 
and the Ordainers liable ro Cenſure. It. is 
well abſerved by the Ingenuous Writer of the | pc 
* Hiſtory of the Council of Trent (;) that = | & 
- the Golden Times of Chriſtianity, no Perſons: were | ( 
; Ordained but to a particular Miniſtry ; but that 
this pious Inftitution was ſoon Corrupted, Biſhops 
Ordaining men that had no Eleftion by any 
Church. This: cauſed great Contution as the 
Magdeburgenſian Hiftorians have noted. . As a | 


Remedy, the Council of Calcedon made a de- 
Erce 5gairſt all ſuch Ordinations. The Sixth 
Canex of that Synod declares, That if any man 
fall be Ordaznizs abſolute!y, that.is to the Catho» 
lic without relation to a particular Church, - the 
Impeſitien of Hands which he has received ſhall be 
null, and that 'be ſhall not Serve in the Church, 
to the diſboncur of them that have Ordained bien 
This Decree was Confirmed by other Synods 
afterwards, fo that it became a general Rule 
in the Church, that zo man ſhould be Ordained 
mithcur a Titie, Bur the forementioned Hiſtos 
rign.( with many, others ) wkes notice ghat this } 
Rule was in proceſs- of time - perverted” For 
whereas at firſt to have a. Title was -to bave a 
particular Church, afterwards to have a Titie wax: 
” have Money... The Canons of. the Church of 
| Eng/and will not; perrait any one tobe Ordained” 
we: ta Title, but they roo much comply 


with 
(i) BIA, THid" Cone: L. 6. 
Þ 3395 


ah the ogg 

[4 

' ; 4 who > ſuch. as the 
Cound ogy 


| *;s fit 4bat «the Chyrgh ſhould 


gp es he -T+- 
Caledenies 


4 F Pools ed Ordinatons are [we comrnry 
£0:thc.zu OUT. * 2 
tothe .practice of . ſome. of beſt Reformed 
Churches: Funiu{k) drclares his Approbation 
.of the mentioned Canen,of the Cotcedon;Syned, 
© And .that fince an Elder is not Ordained 
Co the Miniſtry any; but to the' Minb 
© fter of. this\0rthat Church in; JOE « 


© in the Ordioation, Andtbat in 2 _—_ 
* lical 'Tieaes in the Ordiqation of a Minifier, 
« there was firſt s..Cherotonia' -or by 
he. People, ad thee Clotrdcie .or -impo- 
«ion of bande 5 That thee theſe 4wa were. .ghr 
* wayes yned 19 her as the Artesodent and 
*Confſequent, + Adr,:(1), Tarrwroght fayes that 


after Eletvon. fellows: Ordination : whieb: #5 #'$o> 
Jemn -inweſting, or \putting "a Miniſter into the 
.Poſiefſion of that .Qffice- wberennto he was before 
Choſen. To the ike purple does:Dr YPtorabr 
ſpcak /; It isreadl efs, and would - be -endiels 
| 0 heap up Feltimonics concerning thir,finee it 
is. a Common received opinion amongſtourD# 


| vines, (We mult always except prevatical ones) 


that , he Elefioon of .q Minifter 'by the Church 


precede bis Ordination. One of the Ar 


Þ ticles of he \ Zerlelialtical diſcipline-of the 


French: 
| (k) Animadua/. 4n Bellerm, Contrum, 5; 


cap 3. G&c. 7. 
(1) 24 Reply p. 27» 


= 


- 5ol Order of the-« e 
| —ady. edureve Þ, y 44 any 8 


| . ers ſhall not bf 
© _ Ordained without - Aﬀigning them a particular 


Flock, So in the Kirk of Scotland one Articte 

- "ob rheir Policy is (m)- Al Office bearers ſBould 
| « Inve-their own' particular” Flocks, amongt whom 
'they-Exeerciſe' their particular Charge ; as 1 find 

it we by Mr Calderwood. - That Learn 
ed (n)+ Author diſapproveth of :be Impleaded 
.Ordinations, becauſe - they make'a man 'to 
be ig Minifter-only: Inporentza, butinot in a8, 


. astheſep 1: 7; preſuppoſed: that 4 Bis Ordained 
C42 Paſtor before the People can Ele&- bim for their 
Paſtor. -Mr.-Hioker replies to him that he finds 
'Bellarmine ſpeaking - juſt after that manner, 


| fReroully, and did fer the Cart 
' before the » when he placed Ordira'ion 
- before BleQtion: - But notwithſtanding Mr, 
- © Rutherford. in that particular Notjon- deſerts 
' «the Common Prateftant DoEtrine, in another 
«place he has theſe: words, 4 Paftor 5s only the 
Paſtor of that  Filoch over which the Holy Ghoft 
by the Churches "Authority has fet him as © their 


Congregation, he ceaſeth not to be a Paſtoy, 
tbowhr it . not. the | Paſtor of that Flock; m fayi 
which he'yiclds the cauſe wholly 'as Mr. ( 


{car):iSee; the HiRtory of the Chnroh of © 
- Scotland. p. 105. 
(nm) Altare:damaſc. p. 209: 
(0) Survey of Church Diſcipline 
p-2.p-61. | 


_ 


Indeed- Mr.. Rutherford has ſuch ſtrange words | 


_-which” eauſed-De.- Ames to tell him, that he | 


:Paſtor, yet ſo 45 when he Preacheth in another 2 


bn. 
ws . 


— 


EL. cum OO ol a ee iv atm £ 


Hooker | 


in Þ. u PYindicated, YO”. 
Hooker tells him. So then we are now agreed.. 1 
ſhall only add, that the United Brethren in 
London declare that Ordinarily, None” ſball be 
Ordained to the.work of the Miniftry, but ſuch 
4s are called and chojen thereanto by a particular . 
Church, And that: Learned Presbyterian Mr. 
Gilleſpy affirms, .(F ) That Ordination ought +0 
be given to him only who ts EleBRled, and that ber 
ganſe be is EleQed. : 

As for the other part of the Queſtion, Phe 
ther - Ordination ought not to be performed in 
the preſence of that Church where the Miniſter 
3s to. Serve ? The Anſwer is,, That @rdine 
rily it ought to be. "The Ordinations.. wich 
we-read of in the Scripture were ſo. - It; a Pe 
ple who are remote from all Miniſters fat ,to 
Ordain, defire one. whom they have Ele&ed 
to be Ordained for them -in+ another Land, 
by a Solemn Separation . of him to that Sex» 
vice of Chriſt, with Faſting .and Pcayer, and 
Impoſirion of hands ;; thats. a-rare_ caſe, andal 
know nat why in, ſugh 2 caſe-ghere may not 
Þe' dn Ocrdination though: the: Church, w,not 
{ becauſe they cannot'be preſent. Bur if chere 
are Fiders'in the/place where the Miniſter 4s 
70. dilpenſe.the Myſteries of the Gaſpc]; tor him 
þto, receive Ordination not. in... the;preſence of 


— 


—— 


only with the Conſent, þut yz , the profence of 


his Church, is irregular and contrary $0 Scrig- 
- wire Example, R In. A one Ties of 
Chriſtianity, Ordin4tions were p=rforme not 


A} } ; L. CAL the 
(4) Engl. pop. Cope. part, 3+ ghoti;h. 


7 ary. 2M 
; cater Iwhys Prefide. Anon Ry airy 
thas n0\ Ordinarion is rightly performed cxcept 
the' People to! whotn' the' Paſtor is Ordained 
be\ ; He declares this to-be according 
whe: DeQtine and Practice of the Apoſtles. 
In the #bird Corinth) it. was thus'praftifed borh 
ir the: Hen, and+ in the 4frican Churches, 
Thus was Origen (p) Ordained And atother 
iyſtead of Narorfius who was with-drawn from 
his Ptſtoral care of the' Churth in thoſe daycs 
in\Fernſa'em. The Magdeburgerſes (9) in 
Their Ecoleſi aſtical Hi ;Nory note that it any Biſhop 
was tobe: Ordained they ſerit L,not ro Mini- 
 *ſters in} another Province a Thouſand' Miles 
Jiffant' but} ro Neighbour Paſtors for their 


they} lt the Brethren came rogether, and 
when the EleQtion was over, they preceeded 
to" ar Cr 114159 with the Impoſition of bands, 
Phafente wiivetſo" populo, in the preſence of' all 
the People. Ties Alſo 'is amopgſt the Re 
—_— Chorthes' iti. ace. There was: a 
Tithe when: ſome® young Scholars of. the 
"Frerch Nation, having had -their Education 
| An-the Univerfiry; of Liyatn in Holland rec:.iv- 
: ied Ordination: from” the b4ri45: of Dutch, Di 


ESE 


'Approbation, Conveniebant fratres omnes ( lay | 


wihaer, y which the Prerbyterians in 'France Were 
Qulfatiefy ed": "For *which: 'caule” the Sneg ar 


Gergean 


ol 3 + 5 
© 'Euſcb. L. 6. e 8, 10, 
"Bag? '£4P:; 6: pr mibi.94s 192, 


ed | Leyden, Futreating them mot to QOrduin#he French 


oþ 


—_ 
" 


na VT = fs Qnreg BY" 3 


in N. England Pindieated,” r09- | 
Gergean inthe year -1601. mgde it one of theis 
decrees, (x) That Letters be written $0-the Dolflors - 
and. Profeſiors of. Divinity, 'in the Vneverſity off 


I 


ropoſants Studie nes in their Univerſity ; but whedd © 


« | they. have finiſhed their Courſe of Theology, to fend 


them into France, that bers being called ta the 
Miniſtry, they may .receive-impoſition'of «bands ins 
| the face of our Churches, os 


(r) See My. 'Quicks: Synodicin, 


_QUESTION KXIlY, 


F $ the Praftice of the Churches of New-England 
A 1n grating Letters of Recommendation or 
9 iſmiſſiom from one Church to anather accords 

'0 Scripture and the Example .gf, other Churches 8 


Anfi, Tc is fo. See 48. 18 1-7. Rom. 16, 
I, Fhat this was an uſual Practice. jn. the 
Churches in the Apoſtolical Times, -is plaim: 
from 1 Cor. 16. 3. 4nd 3, 1,Coh 4:10, 11d 
3 -709..3. $, 9, 19: This practice. was: cans, 
tinued in the Churches. after the Apoſtolicat 
Times. Pohcarp in his 'Epitle to the ,Church 
at Phz!zppi recommends Creſcent with his Siſfeg 

their Communion, teſtityiog that'their Con- 
verſation ,had been blameleſs. The Greek 
Churches called ſuch Letters as the Scriptures 
do Hatick, Epiftiesor Letters of Recommens 

| ''K dation 


”. 
S 


2x0 - The Order of the Churches 
+ .Gation. - In the Latin: Churches they -were | * 
+ . called. Lotgre Communicatorie.” Tertnllian calls M 
- them Literas 9 Thart--in "the Primitive | > 
- "Times ſuch Letters were in ;uſe-may be ſeen A 
- in (5) Baronivs. And that ſomething of this | '- 
Aaature was -practiſed in the Fourth Century is b 
manifeſt - from a decree 'of the tirſt Council | * 
* In. Carthage (*) 'Fhat no one-ſhal Communi« 4 
* Cate in another Church without a -Letter from l 
” :#be Biſhop of his own Church. -- Nazianzene in 
© .one* of his-Oratiohs againſt Fu/ian the Apoltate | | 
"pexks of theſe Letters. And ſeveral Ancient} 
: 2$pnods make mention both of Literal Com» 
-mmendatitse, and Litere dimiſſorie And ſome 
# of the Proteſtant Reformed Churches pratice 
- as the Churches of New England do as to this 
, rharter. "So'in (#) France. And an Hollanid 
. feveral_of their Synods have Commended this 
\prattice of the Churches, that: when perſons 
A —_— oa neg _ to wnewgnnfig p_ 
0... their partaking at the Lords Table, they 
-ſhould-bring © Ls Teſtimonial with then. 
Some ef their greateſt Divines have written in 
:Defence of it. Dr. Hornbeck, (w) Commends 
the Churghes of-- New-Eng!and for this their 
* Profeſſion and pratice. e famous Gilbert 
 Foetius Who .has . been eſteemed che moſt 
- Ie#arncd man inthe World ; In bn to 


(8) Tom. 2 Anno.. 1 & 2s 

(t) Magdeb. cent. 4. c 9. f. 402, 
 * (uw) v. Lay-Rogue. fp 145. 

£v) bs Epift. 6d Durcum. p. 111. 


in N. EmglandVindicated” rx2* - | 
ere that Queftion, Woether in the "Tranſlation of © 
alls | Members from ent Church to another, Letters 
ive | P:miſſory and Teftimonial are not requiſite ” 
en | Anlyers, (x) Ita habet ordo Eecleſiaſticus et 
this | 1audatils . more. obtinet in BEecleſijs Belgictr: 
4a | Ecchkfraſtical order requires that ir ſhould be 
ol | ſo And this Lxudable cuſtom obrains m the 
ods wages Churches. He giveth» diverſe Reaſons 
or it. . ' | 
om I. Such Letters. will ſerve inſtead of a new* 
Examination and 'Tryal which is neccflary-- 
ne Whew perſons are firſt Admitted into the Churchs' 
ue 2. Becauſe otherwiſe Churches may be im 
ne | paſed upon, fo as to receive Members who- 
e | re unfir, and- ir may be under offence in the 
ji | Churches from whence*they come. - - 

or 3- To receive the Members of another 
js | Church withour the Approbation of thay 
is | Church. to which they do belong, ts the way 
r | to make diffzrence in Churchey,. and to fet 
y |, them” one againſt anather.” Thus that Learns 
1 | <d man. Granting of Letters Teſtimanial was: | 
a | practiſed in the Churches in Guernſey when- 
s | - firft Reformed : Their Eccleſiaftica} Diſciphne 
r | was the Compolure of the famous Thomas Cart- 
e | wright ( as the Miniſters in that 1/and aſſured * 
t | me, when | had my Converſation amongſt 
d 

C 


them many years. {nce ) Now- one. Artide 
# cf. their Diſcipline is, That there ſball not he 
*Þ received ta the Lords Supper any one of other Pa- 
 riſhes without Good Teſtimony from his'Paftor, op. 
of. two of the Elders .whene there is no Miniſter, 
K 2 "Ak 
(x). de pol, Ecc'eſ part. 1.6, 4p. 67, 


"82 The Order of the Churches 
Although ﬆ is true, that ng Church ought to 
- be.madea Priſon, Ic is nevertheleſs a Sin 
* "for any Church Member to leave'that Church 
where the Providence of God has ſet«him 
without juſt cauſe, -It is a Violation of- his 


ber from a Church does '@md to the weak« 
aing of that Qhurch It one may depart 


- third, and ten, twenty, and more, until- the 
" Church is in « manner diflolved. And there 
fore 'tis rational that if Meombers of Churthes 


ther Church, they ſhould acquaint their, own 
Church with their defites, and the reaſon theres 
of that ſo -i [they "ate juſtifiable, they may 
ave s Loving - Di/mi{jon, but if otherwiſe 
they may be. Convinced of their Error 
and defift from their purpoſe. {t is no fign © 
SVifdom for-'a man fo to abound in his own 
Enfe, not to ask the Advice of | others 
Cthe Chatch. eſpecially ro which he is related ); 
4 matrer* of ſuch moment - Prov. 11:-14, & 


—_ 


that fo it may be known that his departure 
& nor offenfive. By the Letters in Contro- 
verſp nothing elſe is intended, bu Letters. 
 Teftimonial from ſome Church of Chriſt, or the 
Elders thereof, Concerning ſome of their Commu" 
| pion removing from them to. anotbemMPeople, be 
” We for lefler or longer Time. The ſorts of theſe 
Letters are diverſe aepording to the Occations: 


! 


Charch Covenant, The removal of a Mem-' 


». without juſt reaſon, why not*an other, and a. 


” - defire { to. ifemove their Relation to ano. 


a2. 15. Letters . of Diſmiſhon are requiite | 


1 Church, whetker it be with a purpoſe to re- 


int" N. England Vindicated," xx5-. 
of the perſon for whom- they are -written, * 
It is only- for diftinQtion: ſake that ſome - are 


-[called ' Letrers of Diſmiſſion,-- athers Letters of 


Recommendation, For it we ſpeak exactly, both 
of them are Letters of Recommendation, con- 


'[ taining ſomedTcRimonials. for the party, and 


both of them are Lerters of Ds{miſſiony as 
nifying, that he goeth with the conſent 0D 


turn, - or for cominuance with . thoſe unto. 
whom he is going In the Heads of Aggeement 
aflſented- ro by our Presbyterian - and Congre- 


| gational Brethren in London, Theſe are ſome, 


That a Viſible projſefior jazned to a Particular 
Churclf ought to'contintie Readfaftly with the ſaid *_ 
Church, and not forſake the Miniſtry and Ordi« 

nances there diſpenſed without an orderly ſeeking" a 
Recommendation to another Church. Again they 
ſay, We ought not . to Admit any one to be a 
Member of our rr-ſpeAlive Congregations: that has + 
foyned himſelf to another, without Endeavours of 
Mutual Sati;fa&ion of the Congregations concerned.” 


—_— 


"QUE.STTON: XV: 


"5 not the afterting that a Paſtor may Admini« 
" ter the Sacrament to another | Churchy beſides + 


* bis own Particular F'ock, at the deſire of that o< 
* ther Church, a declenſion from the Firſt Prinez- * 


\ ples of New-Erigland, an of the Congregationet 
Wa @: 


K-3:. Anſa.” 


 y24 "The. Orver of the Ehureſes 
'* .. tofw. Not at alk For our Platform « 
- Church-Diſcaiplize does not af all contradi& it, 
” — bur rather approve of it, Chape. 1 5: $. 4. Andf *r 
Gme of the Firſk, Eminent Minifters in New-| * 
Eng/avnd:have defended the lawfulneſs of fuch a| 5 t 
practice: So. Mr. Norton in Wis Anſwer: to © 
| ; + Shepard of Cambridge, and Mr.| * 
| fin of Dedbam in their Anſwer co Mr Ball] © 
4 _— - a Log he oo . _ P 
| er, bearmg e Nov. 6: 1645... Giveth}. * 
Sack Reaſons for &t as. are not a be an-| * 
fwered. Dr.. Goodwin who was a Pillar a+ | * 
o 

| 

f 


monigſt Congregationals, declares his Judgment 
fully m the Attirmative, amd this- not anly in 
a Letter written not long before his Tranſly 
'" tion to Glory, of, which | have elſewhere gi» | - 
ven an account; but in his Diſcourſe of Church» | | 
'Governmetn?, 18 bis fourth Vooluma lately pub- 
liſked,. which wes written long before that 
. Eetter,, and wherein: he ſhews that fuch an 
eccafional. Exerciſe of Miniſterial Power in; 
another Church g their R: queſt will not In- 
fer any fuch Jurisdition . as that - which; the 
Prerbjterian Brethren plead for. We thall. for- 
the” fatisfadtion of thoſe that -have not that 
Book-of ihe Difors, cauſe his words to be-| 
Hpraq'n He thus ſpeaks; (3): It is one 
thing that there may Occaſionally be an Ex- 
erCi 
c 


fing of an Elders Power: in another-Con--J 

ga110ng, * and it is another thing that it'Þ 
Bould be affumed and challeng; d, which" is: F- 
_©ihe thing. that. remains further ro be proved: | 


« by; 
(32 B:i 5. Ch. x0. p, 2:3. 


pF 


=1 


if F: England Binditated: , tr} © 
&by the Presbyrerial Divines. As it 1s one 
© thing for a Child under Age, tho® he ſhould: 
Enot Govern himſelf, to have Liberty go*chuſe 
'x Guardian for the Time, but 'ic 1s another 
$ thing that a Company of men ſhonld a& 
ſurne to be his Guardians for ever. It will 
© be ene thirg f6f a Corporation to ſend to' as 
Enother Corporation for thitir Recorder, 'a 
© man skilful in the Law, to perform the  Of- 
' fice of a Recorder with a Jury at their Seffi« 
*-on, they now wanting one, or there fallttlyg 
out a Caſe of difficulty, wherein their” 0wn- . 
©dors need  Aﬀiſtanice ; but it will be another: 
*-ching for the Recorders of ſeveral Corporati- 
© ons in a County to go and challenge by ver- 
*rue of Aﬀociation, and rhe Common' Law of- 


| © Communion in the Kingdom,” a conftant 


* power of Jurisciftion to be Exerciſed over 
them. | | 


And ini this caſe the. Communion © of 
*Churches in r<fp:& of Members Rua Mem- 
*bers, and of Elders, Naa-Eiders antwer. one 
*-another, according to our- principles. For as- | 
*the Members of another Church, if they 
*come to a Particular Church, and are receis 


ted by their Conſent by thetn, arid fo for that 


© Time become as one body with them, by 
- ©vertue whereof they reccive the Sacratbnrt a» 
-Þ ©*mongit them, as being tor this a&t-jncorpora>- / 
F ©ted and is one bread with: ther occations * 


*ally,.in this do not rective meerly and {imply 


I *as Members of another Church,. diftinaly &: 
' © 2 part conlidered, .altho! by vertne of their be-- 
\ "ing Mcmbers.of another. Church,but they are: } 


- 4 
* . 
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© thereby for that Time occaſionally received 


© into that Church ad tantum fo far as to Env. 1 


©Jay ſuch and ſuch, a priviledge, ſo as the Sas 
*crament in this, is not ſaid to be given to the 
© Mcmbers'of two Churches apart conſidered, 
* but to one Church as thus making one, -tho' 


* upon a diff-ring reſpz2&>; apd.ſo it is alſo 


*'in_ their receiving Klders ( if we may 
©make that ſuppoſition ) to perform Acts 
©of Elderſhip occaſionally, they do it not in 
© this {ingle and | apart Confideration that 
they are imply E'ders of other Churches, 


; as if conſidered only as fuch they may 


make a Confiſtory met out of this Church 
©to be over this Chtrch,.. and ſo Excom- 
© municate, -bur they come to and are Pre» 
*{nt-ig_ and with thgt Church being. called 
.* by then, and received as Elders for that 
AR, and for that Time 4s one with them, 
*{o'as the Afts which they do perform are 
* Adts of that Church, or of Elders in that 
* Church; and. are not- tb be conſidered as 
©A& ot. other E'ders that have no power 
Cover that Church. - Thus* far Dr. Goodwan, 


And'that this accords with the Judgment of 
Congregational Divines, and- was alſo-pradiſed 


in the next Ages to the Apoſtles, when Poly 


carp Paſtor-of the Church in-Smyrne adminy 

+. fired the Sacrament-to the then. Church. of © | 
| Saints in Reme, 1 have more- fully declared in 
- an Anſwer to this Rzefiony which was prinite 


edin the Year,.. 1693, And/thus it was pray 


- 


Riiled.in the Churches:ot- New: England-in their” 
- nw begins" 


| 


' 
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gland indicated: 


' | beginning Times! For. when Mr. Wilſon, Pas 
- | ſtor of the. enly Church then mn Boſton, was 


abſent from his Flock in a Voyage tor En- 
oland, Mc. Phillips, Paſtor of the Church in 
Watertown, adminiſtred the Lords Supper to 
the Church in Baſfon. This was above three- 


| ſcore years ſince. And ®thus) did Mr: Elzor, 


( a zealous man for the Ogder of the Gof+ 

'pel, praQtiſed in the ,Platform. of Dilcipline ) 

practice forty years ago in the Indian Churches. 
* | 


D — — 


*+ 


© 
QUESTION. XVI. 


Tf it a Duty for Chriſtians in their Prayers to 
make uſe of the words of that which ts 
Commonly called the Lords Prayer * 


Anſw. [t carnot be proved that - this is. a. 
duty: Loftion is not whether i is- 
kawful to make uſe of thoſe words: in. Prayer. 
No man can rationally doubt, but that the 
words in that as well as the 'words of other 
Prayers in the Scripture =» made uſe of 
in our Addr:fſ-s to Heaven. The Rigid Sepa- - 
ratits will not defiy this Mr. Aynſworth 


layes, (a) We b:1d it Good and Hvly to uſe aright 
any of the Lords Prajers, or any wirds of Secrips 


/ "Furey, or thoſe or any of thoſe Petitions taught 


in Marth. 6. or Luk. 11. in the words of 
either 

(a) v Mr. Pagets Arrow again(t | 
3' Separation. þ. 4363. 


7% The Order of the.Churthes 
ether Kvangelift, or other" thords I the Spirit 
"of God which helps us tv Pray, leadeth us to any Ton 
'of- them [Likewiſe Mr. Robinſon (b) who was yr 
aRegid Separatiſt until-Dr. Ames convidced him | $2 
of his Error therein,.. He fayes, Ye hold # de 
L awful to-uſe thoſe very words. in. our Prayers, 
all, or any part of them, if we be thereunto | 4 
Guided by the Holy Spirit in whom we muft al-\ (e 
wayes Pray, anllf by whoſe help. we muſt miky 
our Requeſts unto God, + Doubtleſs then Con» M 
gregational men will concede as much as this , 
cometh to. Mer. Feremia h Burroug s ( a fas on 
'mous Divige of. the Congregational Perſwa- I 
fion ) onee when” he Preached his Expoſitcry'| 
LeAiirgs was prevented from coming to the | © 
Afl:mbly exaQtly at the Hour appointed,-If = 
he ſhould at that time haye inlarged in Prayer 
as he uſually did, -the Auditors would have- 
been detained Jonger then they expectcd, 
Nar was: he willing to begin ,his Expoſition 
Without any Prayer at all, he theretore b:z- 
. - gan i with- only Praying in the words of 
. the Lords Prayers T his report [ believe , for 
my moſt- Dar. and Honoured - Friend Dr. 
William Bates, late Paſtor. of a Church in" 
Hackney near- London. (. whom tor Honours fake | 
I mention ) affured me. that he was* then 
- Preſent and an Ear Witmeſr of what I have; 
now related Bur the Queſtion is, Whether! 
this is neceſary : Nor whether a Miniſter may 
without Sin make uſe of the words. of the | 
| . Lords 1 3 
(Bb) In his Anſwer to Mr. Bernard - 1 
Pp. 469- L 
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in N. England Yindicated. x79 
ke Lords Prayer, but whether he Ought to do it, 
? | and Conſequently ſhall be guilty of $5 if he 
m | does it nt. The Auefion being lo ſtated we 
. | defend the'Negative. Let.it be'conlidered. 
', 4 1, That aur Saviours words are, After this 
be | manner pray ye. Mat: 6. 9. Whence Auſtin 
4.4 (e) concludes that Chriſt taught his Diſciples 
þ, | not what words they ſhould uſe in-Prayer, but 
what things they ſhould pray for.” To the 
fame purpoſe does Beda ſpeak. And this alſo is 
the ſenſe of Ca'vin, Muſculus, Piſcator, B:rtram, 
and of Grotius himſelf, that our Saviour did 
not intend that His Diſciples were bound to re- 
cite thoſe words in Prayer, nor weuld He tye them 
1 | #0 the uſe of Syllables. Nor indeed is it proba- 
ble that our Lord in. the midſt of his Sermon 
4 would preſcribe a-Form ot Words to His: 
1, | Diſciptes Whence Mr. Foſeph Mede ( a great 
Conformift } concludes, (d) That when thoſe 
words were firſt uttered, the Diſciples underflood 
£; | 198 that their Maſter intended it for a Form of 
pr 4 Prayer, but for a Pattern or Example only. He 
that prays for any thing not contained in that 
þ Platform of Prayer, decs not pray after that 
- manner, but he that does with Faith pray for 
the things comprehended therein, although he 
{ſhould not uſe ong Expreffion in it, but other 
words :importing that. ſenſe, does truly Pray 
Sefter that manner. It is Pleaded that 'in Lyke 
"Fithe words are #Yhex you pray, /ay ; but that 
Fay well be interpreted nor as intending fay 


thefe 
6 ec) Lib. de Magiſtro. £4p. I, 
(6) See his Works, Fol 2, 


” T2909 
_— 


| The Order of the Chuerhe 
words, but theſe things in he —_ So: 


"ob, $: Exod 4. 22: He did not think that 
he was obliged to ay thoſe very words, only to 


lables: The like may behere affirmed. More- 
'Sver, "moſt of thoſ: that do Say the Lords Pray- 
er, do not lay -as fris in Luke 
% The two-Evangeliſts in their Rcciring 
that Prayer have,not the ſame words, -Whence 
we conelude that it was given only as a P1at+ 
F » form or Direftory for- Prayer, and not as a 
Firm which we 'may not vary from. In 
/ Luke there is no Amen concluding the Prayer 
-hor any -Doxology,. br {ides the. words both in 
the fourth znd in the' fifth; Petition are net juſt 
the fame words - with thoſe in Matthew. Now 
# mag.meaning-of Pray after this manner, and 
'of when you prat, ſay, is, . that we are in, duty 
bound te uſe thoſe wards. and ſyllables £8 a 
"Form, whoſe Form muſt we follow ? whes 
ther that of Matthew, which is'part of Chriſt's 
Serman on the Mount ? or thac in' Luke which, 
+ "Vs taught the Diſciples in another place, and 


heſe \ 
' does. Grotzus give the Tence of. them. When hf 
Meſes Was charged, Thou elle unto Pharas | 


\Exprefs that thing: Nor'did he in delivting ji 
his Mcflage tye hinfElf to thoſe: words and hl | 


&<n another.occafion, near; upon. 2. year and”, 
hall gigr the Former 1 Dr? Lightfoor CdJeelly, 


us. that the Jews conc 


Amen; but that they  never--ſaid; Amen in the; 
T'cmple, bur:inſtead thereof, they conclacgs 

IVY | 48.-x. xx {on 
(4)-3n vol, 2. fols 113 s, | 


= 


Ew ee eeimnacvid mw. wc. aa1i3igaAZNSEP2S9E 


cluded their Prayers in." 
Synagogues, and private. Houſes with faying,}: 


Sobgith faying theſe Words, Bleſled be 
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Name 


zen libe Glory of bis Kingdom forever and ever | re. 


7.4» [Membe 


a Jewiſh Rabbs ſays that thoſe 


hat |were the uſual Prayer oftheir Father. cob, buy 


to [the DoRor thinks that the Doxology is 
ing [in Luke, and'added-in Matthew, to inftrudt 


yl- 
ſee 
4y- 
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us 
hat we fhould 'uſe this Form, both in Pub» 
Yet this Anſwers n 
Que 


the Doxology, which is peculiar to the Temple. 
The Goel -does not require nor approve of 
Indaizing in Chriſtians. 

" 3 That Common Argument, (howeved 
Nighted by Mr. Paget (s) which many have 
produced to prove that the Formal - uſage of 
the Lords Prayer, is not Commanded, deſerven 
further Confideration, viz becauſe:then it would 
be unlawful to vary at allfrom thoſe. words anil 
'Þllables. When it 1s faid, Pray thus, and whers 
you Pray, ſay, thoſe words of our Saviour are 


.4'85-to fay, when ever you give Alns. 
- | when ſoever a Chriftian prayes, he muſt pray 


| net a Permyſſion, but an abſolure Command- 


ment. DMhen you-Pray, that is, Fhenever you 
y. As, when you give Alms, is as mute 


"after that manner which Chriſt in bis Sermor 
b- 


oY L, 
. (E&) VbiSupra, p. 746 


ſe thi the 
at any. time. to, vary| the 
hich no man will be ſo unres 


rents yh his Cloſer to ſpeak properſ'n = 
-ntniber. Indeed the, Superſticious Jews} 
= 'a Eon ht their Compendious Prayer, th 


FE: they call M "Digg d a Fountain Pra er alt 


4 . If rherefore 
| Th Uk ht Pp 
t 


oxy = es to fay it Eigh T! 
ſhall be.Exprefl:d in the plu- 4 
#5 
F 


da be tr by ez ic has no man 
rs oF ſhey make +=4 ' Guiley..of Bin 
tay that Prayer in the. ſingular 
cap Shin © in his Cloſet, becauſe-he muſt Þ T1 
never look on himſelf as Separated from the | 
ze. But does any man believe, that| © 
L 

] 

| 

} | 

I 


FX A' ſhall fay, giye me my daily bread, 
ber: if cbs lead not me into Temprate 
abr —_ or ei tht ag onde buy 
*Hot ph y in the very Syila ies 4 
"the Lords Prayer ? It would be fo, if the( 
"deſign of the precept were to. tye us up. 40 
Words and Syllables. | 
4. "There are, few of thoſe who. uſe the 
"Words Prajer, that keep to the words, cither..of F 
Matthew 'or of Luke in their ſaying of it, -For 
io he Fifth Petgrion they vary. therefrom, 
e Words -in Matthew are, Forgive us our 
2h 4s w forgive our debtors, Math, 6. 1%.F: 
*The words i in Luke are, Forgive 445. 0ur Sitw, 
y we (alſo forgive every ons that is in 


£4 Tak, 11:4: When as a 20 a ; 


in : En and Vindicate TD. 17} 
the Lords : Enaie the words which are ig 
the Liturgy, viz" Forgive us our Treſpaſies ar we: 
forgyor them that treſpaſs againſt us. [t will be: 
id, that is the ſame ehing though not the ſame 
.words with the other. Bur this is to give | up” 
che cauſe, ſince our Queſtion is not reruns | 
things but words. Moreover, by this ſa: 
alteration of the words a Great Truth, VIZ 
That our Sins are our Debts, is loft, Cyproam: 
s juſtly blamed for making a little ehange in- 
an} the Sixth Perition, for he exprefſ:th it, Ne p4+ 
nf fiaris nos induci 6c. Suffer is not to be led 
into Temptation, whereby a great and myſte- 
aft | Tious Truth reſpeftiog the Adtiviry of "Pro | 
he | vidence in Leading men into Temptation.-s- 
mt} obſcured. They that pretendther fe. bound 
7 Conlcience to uſe the Lords ,Praor abs 14- 
tf Form, and fo. to.keep exattly to the. wards 


FJ: therein contained, gre not able co. Extricats- 
of Þ themſelves rom this Argument againſt: 
hef* them. Nor can I give any reaſon -wby they. 
09) expreſs the Fifth Petition as- they commonly- 
» |- do, excpting this, that they - have. taken thein 
bed uſe ot;zthe Lords: Prayer, not;put- of the Babla- 
| but ouc of the Common Prayer Rook: 
or 5- It cannot, be proved that ,gither ; or 
WH his Apoſtles did uſe.this Prayer--as: a Ore. ' 
T3 A molt Heavenly Prayer - made, by our \Savj- 
b-F our is.recited in the 17: of Johngbur He did 
%» $7 not, conclude with the words of this prayer z 
48” We find in 48 1.124. And/in 48.4 FN 
ys That the Apoſtles prayed.in ChurchsMectings,. 
8 | but not that they ww either begin or conclude 
| 2 


wi 


as a Platform; beoayſe the: Scriprute ſays. nothing 
of the Apoitles ſo uſmg it. Neither do the Apo- 


Exhort Chriſtians unto the formal uſage of that 
Holy Dire&ory for prayer. Nor do we read 
+ any thing of that matter in the next Age after 
F the Apoſtles, | Eafebizs (pg) has recorded an 


les or | Evangeliſts in any of their Writiogs | 
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Excellent-Prayer maCce- by Pohearp when he 
fea. Adrenors 3 but although he prayed 
after 
bv his. Tuſtin Martyr gives an account of what 
: Was. 
' Ci Rationale Divin, Li. 46 1, © cap 47, 
(+) Caf. Conſe. L, 4. 6 17. __ 
(6) L£:4 6 15: 


manner which the Lords Prayer re- {Þ 
' there is not one ſentence of that-prayer 


_ 
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| Preaching thereon, Prayers, Adminiſtration ' « 


in N. England YVindicated: 
WS in the Aﬀembl; | 
*thoſe days, 077. of their Reading the 


'Baptiffn and the Lords Supper, bur-has not the 
leaſt hint of their uſing to repeat the Lords 


'doubt he would have mentioned it as he does 
ſome other things whicte were deviations from 
the Apoſtolical pra&tice, particularly that ok 
fending the Euchariſt to ſuch'as were ablcnr. 'It 
is true, that in the third Century, the Lords 
prayer was uſed in ſome of the Aſſemblies of 
Chriſtians, yer not in all of them,only when the- 
Communicants were by themſelves alone 3 They 


le | Prayer, which had it then been Cuſtomary, no 


p | never repeated that prayer if any that were 


ouly Catechumens hapned to be preſent, Nog 
might (+) ſuch uſe ic until they were. baptis* 
"Zed. They ſuppoſed it unlawful for Unres« 
generates to call God their Father. The 
Writings of Auſtin (i) and Chryſoſtom and + 
others of the Ancients have made” this indif- 

viable. There is an «<xpreſſion in Tertulian 
(4) from whence ſome have gathered, that in 
thoſe days Chriſtians did not Conciude but: 
Begin their prayers with the Lords. Prayer, Nes 
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ln. 
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verchele, they did nor think it neceflary, It 
| EY is 


(hb) Ec orationem Paptizats orant 
7 P Auguſt Epift. 54: 

, (5) .In "Matth Homil. 18: and 
4k 2 Cor Homn', t. 

(4k) Premiſia Legitima oration,” 


Tertul;. de orat, p. 0598 


42 
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bs. evident" that 'Or3gen did - ſometimes. yle this 
{Prayer ;.-bur witkaur ,$n- opinion - of. its. being 
whiwa i For when he i a ETTUDgia 
Tnethod GE” priyer, hi adyiſerh to_begin and 
-*6d With. Doxdlogies : but he dees not. advilc 
<0 begin or to end with the Lords: prayer, 
rs barns. conclacy his ay. Boop 
of P, with 'prayer,. yet not + Wi 
Lords 7 th This. enervates. what Mr... 5 
ebard VFard and other obje&, viz; Thar if 
Lords-prayer, was given ; only to. be a 
rule, and not enjoyned as a form, .then Chri- 
Rigns for 1590 years together did not uns 
ferſtand- the true meaning. of Mat. 6. 9, Bur 
gee the ar hundred [years after the | As 
poſtles were all dead,  *bjs. Firmality had been: 
generally praCtiſed, we could not from thence 
gafer,. that ic was fo in their dayes. For In- 
novations and Declenſions from the Primitive 
Purity were ſoon brought in unawares'among(t: 
the Churches. In Tertull:ans. Fime, .: they 
Prajed: towards the Eaſt, Origen allo. adyiſeth- 
it ;. but theApoſt]cs: never gave that, Advice. ln. 
thoſe dayes they-uſed Exorci/ms, ſigning with the- 
Grofi and Ghriſm in Baptiſm, . All which thipgs: | - 
were Corruptions in Religion, and are now re- | 
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X<&atd by moſt of the Retormed Churches - In, 
thoſe Times allo, .they put-cſpeciakreſpeA-ups: 
en-Hedneſdays and Fridays, which in Tertullian F* 
are called Stationwma dies- Becauſe Chriſt way 
Sold-on- a Fdneſday, and Grucified on a Fri- 
day they would have more devotion. on. thoſe 
Kher on other: dayes in.thes viceks.. Fhicle i 
Early: 


© AI" > 
. a. 
- 


x 
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Rar 8 OB "And: although we read 


ef het keeping the Fealt, of chriſt” 


Nativity for more than.an bundred- years alter 


this ;. nevertheleſs, /Yhitſunday. and” Pentecſt 
was obſerved in: Commemoration of the.deſegnt 
of the Holy Ghoſt on the Apoſtles. Allo 


Lent and Eaſter were accounted Sacred Times: 


'The-obſervation of Eafter was as:.,ancient.as- 
Pohcarp, who was the Diſciple of the Apelitle 
Fohn, \Preſently after Pohcarp, .Chriftians uſed 
every year to obſerye a day in Commemoratt- 
on of the Death Dayes which: they- called the 
Birth Dajes of their Martyrs. I have-menti- 
oned theſe particulars to ſhew that the Argu-- 
ment from the prafice of Churches after the A« 
poſtles Dayeg, is not concluſive except # can 
be proved that the Seripture does warrant ſuch- 
a practice, and then it is ex. abundauti, recom-- 
mended to us, 1. Cor. t-I. 16; 

6. Other Arguments belides, that of Anciens- 
Guftom which are commonly alledged for uſe-- 
ing the Lords. Prayer.as a Forms, do not carry 


ConviRion. with them. Ir is pleaded, that our” 


Prayers. are Lmperfe&t,, when as this Form: - 
gontaing. in it all that we are to pray for,. 
therefore to make up the DefeFs of. our Pray= 


.£rs,.. We mult ſubjoyn this.- 'T'o. which , has: 


Y:, 
© - | be 


© in. it, all the Duties which Tod. requires. of: -þ 


$- 


been replyed,. that the, Decalogue doegicontain- 


men,. Ma'th -z2: 49. Bar it does not” there= 
fore follow that Miniſters ſhould concud their 
Inperfet: Sermons,. with a. Recztation. of the- 


| Tis: Commandment; Io mote-acethep. bounds -» 
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to a Repetition of the Lords Pom, at Ar 
Conclution of their own imperfe&t 
Moreover, we may not think that Wards a Jr 
Sllables will make amends for the Defe# of 
our Prayers ;. for that is ( as ſhall be further 
ſaid ) to. give. to them what is proper to J 
Merie and Interceſſion of the Lo ol Chriſt. | 
It is alſo pretended that every Rabbi or Maſter 
amongſt the Jews delivered a Form of Prayer, 
to his Diſcip That Fobn Bp aptiſt did fo: 
And that in Conformity hereunto, the Diſciples 
| Pxtitioned Chrift to give them a Form, which 
he granted their defires in > And that he took 
every Sentence of this which we call the Lords 
Prayer out of the Jews Common Prayer-Book 
at that time uſed amongſt them, and willed his 
Diſciples to uſe it as a Form. Thus do ſome 
fay: And all this is ſooner faid than proved, 
Some have told us of things in the Few:ſh 
Rituals which others could never find there. 
Baronius, Caſatbon and many beſides, ſar , hat 
It was uſual amongſt the Fews to waſh their 
feet before they fat down ro-cat-the Paſſover, 
and that therefore what is recorded, Fob 13. 5: 
was nothing. but a Jewiſh cuſtom uſed ar the 
Paſſover. Yet Buxtorf ( who was as much 
converſant in the Writings of the Jews as any 


man in the. world ) ays, that if a man ready / 
over all their Ritna! Books, and the whole Talmud. © 


beſides, be will net find any ſuch thing,” therein; 


Other particulars relating to (He Admmiſtration 


| _ of the Lords: Supper, are by Genebrard, $cali 
Og many more ); pretended t to bet n initas 


tion. | 


Em 
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tion of what is im the Fewiſb - Rituals, whom 


| the Learned Reader may ſee refuted by Bux» 


'zorf in his Diſſertation ds Cena Daminice. "Fhe 
like to this may be affirmed with reſpe&t to the 
Subjet before us. But ſuppoling ( which yet 
remains to be demonſtrated} che Difciples 
were to uſe this prayer as a "Form whilſt- they 
gontinued under the Fewiſh-Pedagog y,.it cannot 
from thence be concluded-chat Believers under 
the New-Teftament are bound fo. to ule it, 
There are ſome Lerrned men that do allow 
the Lords Prayer to- have been a' preſcribed 
Form,that do not think i to: be defagned tor the 
rpetual uſe of the Church as ſueh, but _ 
for a Temporary Form, And that after- our Lor 
Recfurre&ion and Aſcenfion, they ſhould ns 
longer uſe it as a Forin, becaule therein (1s no 
expreſs mention: of the name 'ef Chriſt, noe 
asking Bleffings for "bis fake, nor aſcvibing 
praiſes to God Gong him, which after his acs 
' compliſhing the work. of Redemption, . ought 
to be. Thus do they interpret that Scripture, 
Foh. 16.24. However it does not follow that 
if a Form were proper and needful for the 
Zaws, that ſuch things are neceſſary for- Chriſti» 
as in the dayes. of the Goſpel, wherein there 
js 2a more plentiful effuſion of the ſpirit of pray- 


2 


Þ er. Zecb. 12. 10. We ſay notrthat all Forms-are 
1 w'avful. No doubt, but that a man who has 


| not-the gift of prayer, had-better make uſe of 


a Form of his-own compoſing or taken out of 
ſome good-Book, ( but I would nat adviſe to- 


1- take one out of, the Maſ6-Booki) to worfhi 
ce WI 


aye: Gder vf the-ſhurches 
-his Family, not to have any 
Vorlbip at all therein. But if 
afterwards be: blefled with a 
- Prager, for him to _ himſelf to a 
orm's (as uſeeh robe faid ) like as if 
' that bas vſed. Crutches whilſt he was 
». ſhould continue to uſe them after 
be is: gained ſtrength. ' What Lirurgies the 
Fews had whileſt they were yet the Church of 
God, we know not. Nor is there any great 
Credit tobe given to what their Rabbins whe 
are.made up of Fables, ſhall think meet to tell 
us. Some of themſelves contefs that Forms of 
Prayer -were nat always uſed by their Fathers. 
 Saubertus in his late Learned Academical Diſqui- 
| fſetionsg; Cites a. pallage of R, Bechai, (wm) who 
' fayeth, ' That from: the time .of Moſes until the 
"Great 'Sanedrim, there was no ordinary Form of 
Prayer amongſt "the Hraelitesr, but every» man 
nade'' a prayer ' for bimſelf,' according to what 
knowledge and gift-of utttrance he was endued 
with, It the” Jews had Prayer Books of Hus 
mane. Compoſure *in - our 'Saviours Time, ( a8 
eur £#:uzgieal men are \paſwaded:) it is'-too 
much"boldneſs.ro. ConjeQure that the Lord 
boerowed the Petitions in the Lords. prayer 


2 


or 
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from' them. Whar though Grotius, (*) and þ 
ethers find Expreffions like thoſe, in . Jews ' 
Prayer Books ? [t does not neceflarily follow {| 
that they were taken fromthence. Dr. Lights. } 


F | | foot 
- i(m) FP. Saubert Paleftra p, 123. - 
(®) v. Dr. Taylors dufor dubisj 

Lib. 2. Ce 3. R. 3, 


_ _ 'W __ 
thoſe, Lead us net into Tempt 
ed them into their Litwrgies. -* This feens 
Thore probable, then that the Lord ſhould rake 
-his Prayer out of their Service Baoks: * It was 
-counted ' Blaſphemy in Ce/ſus, when he affirmed 
«that Chriſt borrowed many of his Divine 
Notions out of Plato Mr.' Boyſe mentions an 
-berrid Aﬀertion of Dr. Combers4n his preteri9- 
ed | Anſwer to Mr. Clarkſon: -unanſwerable 'dif- 
courſe of Lirurgies, Viz. That our 'Saviour wias 
ſo afraid of Innovation as tv take' every Sentence 
of the Lords prayer gut of the Fewiſh Forms 
#hen in wſe. In that degenerate Age 'was he 
afraid to teach any thing that would ſeem 
New to them! How then did-fome who heard 
him Preach, ' fay, Hat new Diftrines 8s "this ? 
'Mar.:«. 27. Was the Lord 'who -did'fo-often 
\ reprove them 'for their Formality in Worfhip, . 
Afraid of Innovation it- they ſhould change 
their Vain Conver/ation received. by Tradition 
From their Fathers ? Was that -admirgble Di- 
rreRtory tor prayer 'which- none but 'he” who is 
: the P/:/dimn of God'eould be 'the Author of, all 
-bortowed out of Jewiſh Common P#ayer-Books, 


{Þ\ deviſed by no gan knows who ? 'Creder Fudz- 
© 485 Ape. ; - 
+ 7- That mhkny;-have Superf#i#ioufls- abuſtd 


this bleſſed: potinh of Scrijtute, :eahnot be-de- | 
"ied, Ibey have ſet up the Lords Prayer = | 


(©) 7%, 119, 196; 
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himſelf, ima 
ar = 


wa: Accept bright heir other Petcony fo 
_ of their repeating this Form, as" that would 
Santtifie and make amends. for: the defeſts in 


drator, nor-can any: thing elſe do it. The Ju- 
-=>,dicious Altsng{o) giveth this caution, That in 
th/ing the Lords Praver men ſhould be careful 
of Superſtition in thinging that there 41 @ Las 
tent Efficacy in Wards Wy Szllables. Papiſts 
will, fay their Pater Nofter more often in 
an hour, then the Jews do their Majan 
prayer in a day, ſuperltitioully dreaming that 
the proneuncing of thoſe Letters and Syllables 
wall fave them. One ogthe moſt moderate (t} 
and ingenuous of their Writers ſpeaks thus, Both 
ri/ing '8 going to- bed, ſitting down and rifing from 
board, .and going about any perticutar afiion 'or 
bufine)s ; I would bave all good: Chriftians to ſay 
the Pater Nafter. It 5: ( fayes he.) the - onily 
Prayer that uſe at every place, at all times, und 
upon every accident-;; and inftead of changing, 1 
#ſe often Repetition of it, Thus ſpeaks a Roman 
. Catholick. Nor are all who call themſelves 


this matter. Many of them are ( 2 

ſpeaks ) in their ſay ing the Lords Prayer, Guil- 
ty of Sylabical Idolatry: There: are ſome raike 
Hef ana guilty of the Crime of Hirch- 


* © (o)) Thedl. problem. p.7 40. 
'*) Montaigng Efaes, Ch.'56, p, 17%z 


— their prayers, whieh to do belongs to t he Me», 


—— — — 


— 


*< ek opy re V5 1 - 4 B-&- Ki 


| Proteſt ants, akogether free from Swp ny on in | 
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a Charm of thoſe Letters and Syllables. What” | 
'& it better when potns are;Jndged to be ej- 


craft | 
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craft according as they have power to ſay os 
not fo ſay the Lords Prayer ? Whether it was 
Infticuted ro be a Form or no, Iam ſure it was 
never Inſtituted to Try who are Witches 
| Nor can the Inability of ſome Perſons to pro- 
nounce thoſe Words and Syllables, who cam 
| pronounce. any other, proceed- from natural 
- cauſes, but from the operation of Demons. Nor 
ts there certainty in the Experiment. *Glanoil 
( as | remember ) confefleth that this kind ofi 
Ordeal is fallible. 1 ſhall rake notice of but one 
Allegation more : Ir is pretended that our Sa- 
' viour has Obliged us to a Form of Words in the 
Adminiſtration of Baptiſm, and of the Lords 
Supper: And then why not as well to a Form 
of words in Prayer ? [f it were as is objected, 
there.is no conſequence in the Argument ; Iv 
does not ar all follow that if there are ſome 
' Forms of Divine Inſtirution, that then the 
Lords Prayer was given as a Form.  Moreo- 
ver, although it is Lawful and Commendable 
in Miniſtring Baptiſm ro keep to the words of 
Inſtirurion in Marth. 28 19. Yet neither is this 
Commanded, but'an Agreement in ſence is ſufft- 
cient. For it is evident that the Apoſtles did 
not alwayes keep to that Form. AR 2. 38 & 
8.16. & 10 48 & 19.5: This is ſo manifeſt, 
4 as that Aquinas conf: fi:th it, only he ſfuppoſeth 
that the Apoftles had by Revelation a particu- 
ar diſpenſation for their not keeping to the pre= 
'Tribed Form, Dr. Lightfoor fayer, that when 
the Apoſtles Bp iſed Jews, ic was n the Name 
| of Feſuz, becauſe the great Controverſy amongſt 
4 -_M Ws; thep 
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| ET Ref; bother when they Bape geſt 
e: Mean , DUt: that When. Mey iſed thel!9* 
tiles where that Controverſy had” no aan int 

| oe Bapriſeg mnto the Name -the Father, Git 
af Haly $pzrit. The Greck & the Latin|*** 


im 
| 
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the Adminiſtring - Baptiſm. © Thus Fuſtin{®< 
\\Martzr declares, that Waſhing with Pater is per-| © 
farmed-in. the Name of the Father of | all things, 
4994 aur Lord Godzand of our $aviour-Feſus Chrift, br 
and of the Holy Spirit: Again, he ayes, 4n the 
Name of Chrift who was Crucified- under, Pontius 
-Pi/ate. . Amongſt the Latins they did not keep 
'to the Words and Syllables - of the Inſtitution. |-** 
For Cyprian layes,, In nomne, in. the Name, 
chut Tertuligng In. nomen, INTO :the; Name, : 
C which js -aglt agreeable tothe Qciginal.:) | ® 
And in another lace he does not mention Name I 
.the'Form uſed in Baptiſm, bur fayes, Into \ 
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. - This variation 
-as -to Words as long as the ſence and d.ſign, 
s the ſame, they thought was no vafiationaJ” 
| ram.the Precept: Ot. this Judgnaent. are .Cart* 
$ . "wright, Meri#n1u5, .and Voetins amangſt our'y. 
” SFMedern Writers. The like is to be-aftirmed F 
Wthreſp:t te the Lords Supper. Notwithe' 
Kaading the words of 1»#5rution Are angry >> 4 i 
. Taree 


< 
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three of the- Evange/:/?», and by Paul to the Core * 
"[inthians, nevertticlets they all as ro fome words , 
differ, but agree in the Subſtance of what is by 
Teach of them retared;, which ſhews thar we are” 
not in the Adminiſtration of the” Holy: Supper,” 


imitred ro the uſe of aiwayes the ſame Words © 
Hlabies- It is clear and maniteft from © Aufting + 
and orhiees of. the Anci-nts that there was in thoſe 
dayes a great varitty uſed in the Conſepration of” 


the Elements; Now if the uſing ther very words 
of Inſtitution in Miniſtr ing the Sacraments 1s 
not Coammanded,' much: leſs are, we: Comy» 


manded to uſe the words Expreſſed in our Lords! 
Direftory for Prayer. We conclude then that. 
Gnce the uſe of thoſe words as a Form is only; 
a thing Indifferent, and not neccflary, or aCont- 
manded duty ; when the cale. is ſo circumſtan- 
ced that it cannot be done without Offenee, it iS; 


rather a duty. and wiil be moft' plealing tas 


Chriſt not to uſe it as a Form. It is a ſound}; 
Principle which fore of the- School men. have: 
maintained, Eriam Spiritualia..non neceſi aris 


ie | ſunt fugienda, fi eXijs Scandalum oritur. Heſs 


2, 16 1 Cor. 10.'32 
L ſhall only add, that Biddle (-the notorious 


_ 


a 1 Socinian ) having effirted, that- our-. Saviour: 


Preſcribed the Lords Prayer to be uſed as a: 


vl. 


ming the Holy Spirit of God, and His Grace in 
M 2 the 


Form by his Diſciples, Dr. Owen propoſeth ſes; 
| Feral Aweries tor him or any on © his bebalf ta, 
Anſwer ; and among cthers theſe, Whether, 
X the afſer ting this Ferm of Words to be uſed, hagi' 
$ 99 confirmed many in; their Atheiftical; Blaſphes: 


EG 
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#he Prayers of His People ©  And' whether the 
* Repetition” of theſe words after men have Teen 
E long Praying 'for - the things contained in them, 
þ.- as the manner of ſome is ; be not ſo Remote from 
any Pretence or Colour of warrant in theScriptuxes, 
asithat it 11 in plain termes Ridiculous Thus 
Dr, Owen in his Anſwer to Biddle. p. 66: 
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QUESTION XVI. 


AY the Churches under the Prezbyter ian and 

=YE Congregational! Diſcipline maintain Com- 

. nunian with one another, notwithſtanding their 
differing Sentiments as ta Church Government ? 


Anſw. "They may and ought to do fo. In 
the Apoſtelical Churches there were'as great 
and preater- diffzrences in Judgment then are 
thoſe een the Brethren of theſe two Per- 
Fwalions ;/ who. nevertheleſs - did maintain a 
Chriſtian Communion with eath other, as it 
was their Duty to do. Rm. 14. 1, 2. Phil. 
FL 15, 16 They hays been Confeffors, and 
w-Sufferers for bearing \ witneſs ro the , 

- Gime Cauſe of Truth, which ſhould Endear i 
them to each other. In matters of Faith | 
they all agree. Yea, and in th: SubRantia's *Þ 
of Church Order. They all fay, that there 'Þ 
ongye © be nothing in the Worſhip of God, 

what Himſelt has appointed. No OF 
ficers in the Church, aor Sacrments, nor Cary 
b. ures 
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; "Ina England Bindientedt”. 
Ffures but what are the Inſtitetions of 
A moderate Presbyterian, arid Ho Ones + 
gational-man agree in-ſo many' thing? 'and difh® 
ter. in ſo few and ſraall things; that" it" 
s, | a ſhame for them tor divide and boſe Cornthan* | 
nion-about cher. © A -riian_that hirhſelf- 
to Reading and' Searchirg atrer oo, may itr 
a few years time, fee cauſe to differ ffrom-birtw* * ty 
ſelf 'as much as, a Presbyterian and CongreZanoot. 
#4) man Ciffcr from one another. Phe Provincial © 
' Aftembly of Londen in their Treatiſe” of the UK 
vine Right of the Goſpel Miniſtry. Part 1. p:19t& 
Speakc-reſpecttul! y of the New England Platform 
, | of Church Diſcip-ine, although they concur Ss " 
therewirh in me particulars, they fay'” concer="* + 
ning the Mrnitters of New Eng:and, that" they®: 
agree with them whel'y in the ſame Confeſſion of * 
Faith, and in many things of the great concern=-" 
ment in the Aatier of Church Difci pln. And 
_that thoſe things wherein we arffer, are not of ſuoþ 
conſequence as to mahe a-Schiſm between 1s, They © 
turiher add, that they can tru! {ay as their Bre=" 
thren in New: England do in the Preface to the 
Platform, ( which Preface was written by Mr. ” 
| Cotton, and approved of by. other E'ders ) that- 
£12747 75 far from us fo to atteft theDiſcifiine of Chriſt” 
JF 45'to geteſt the Diſciples of Chriſt. Dr. 4 row 
"© ſmith fometim:s Regius Profeſior of Divmity in 
: PÞthe Univerity ot - Cambridge, notwithſtandin 
his being- a Presby to fin, calls the Miniſters in. 
pay w* Enz/nd, Fratres nefires jure nobss dil eAtiſſis* 
: - Our Br toren defervecly moſt drar 'untgy 
5 V. Tathca ſacra, p. 115: The Godly: 
f M 3. Lcarned 
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| Learned Mr. Rutherford bas declared, that. if 
+ the Congregatione/s would all come. up to what 
Mir. Cortom afferts in bis Book of the Keyes of 
» #be Kingdom, he- would meet them halt way, 
Mr. Baxter, not long before he went to his 
"Everlaſting Reſt, (aid to me, If all Independents 
were like New:Englend Independents, we (hould 
* foon be one. Our Congregational Brethren in 
| England who met at the Savoy, Anno 1658. 
| Have this for the laft Article of their Diſcipline, 
| Churches gathered and walking according to the 
* mind of Chriſt, judging other Churches ( theugh 


. Cafional Communion with them, ſuch Members of 
' #hoſe Churches as are credibly teſtified to be Godly, 
and to jive without offence, The practice of the 
Churches in New- England ha's been according 
to this profefſion. For we have received to 
our Communion thoſe that have come to us 
> With Teſtimonials from Presbyterian Miniſters 
- in Englend, and divers that have come: to us 
from Scotland + Yea,and ſome Fren:hR:fugees of 
- whoſe fancere Piety we have. had Tcftim onials. 
And ( which is more ) ſeveral worthy Mini 
ſters known to be of the Presbyterian Judgment 


Adorvon and Mr. Bay'y, were received among us 
with the greatcſt reſp. &s that rhe Eiders and 
+ Churches in New England could manifeſt to» 
- wards them, And whereas they Gid ſcruple"a 
' Re ordination by [mpoſition of hands ( which 
78 uſual in theſe Churches ) that » as n>t urged 
- vpJn them, but they were cſtabliſh d inthe 


%.. 


\ Jeſs pure ) to be true Churches, may receive to 00- © 


- Who came to us from England,par.icularly Mr. © - 


Churches 


| Churches who chem with faſting and 


| Cotton nat long be 
| World, drew up ſome 


| ingaged. My moſt dear Brother Samuel Ma+ 
| ther ( who was well known to the Chvrches 


| Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, that they ſhould lay 


| ter that in England and in Ireland, where: he 
| ended his days ) not -long before he finiſhed 
. his Courſe, wrote a ſmall Book which beareth 


| Congregationa!, there is a variety of apprehen- 
. Gn in foine Diſciplinary Controverſies, | 


; G:d bas received him. So let not him who de- 

1 *p*nds on the way of Claſſical Subordination, 
+. deſpiſe him that dependeth nor, and Jet nor , 

| him that dependeth no7,juJge him that depend- 

eth, for the Lord has received them both. 


| : - : y . - I) p nd o , :G ped "x" g ' 
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prayer, without any laying on of hands, -_ Mr. 
$. his deparcure to a | 
Fa aget Acocom- 
modation and Union of theſe two R 
Perſwaſions, in which his Spirit was very 


in New England above forty years ago, and af- 


the Title of Irenicum,, or an Efay for Union ;. 
wherein he-ſhaws how inconſiderable the-Diffc- 
rences are between-thoſe of the Presbyterian and 
Congregational Fudgment, and that they may 
without any ſelling of Truth to purchaſe peace, 
mutually own and give the Right Hand of 
Fellowſhip to each other, as true Churches and _. 


alide all their Animoſities,, and remember that 
Golden Rale, Rom. 14. 3. Let not him that . 
Eateth, deſpiſe him that Eateth not, and let not 
bim that Eateth not, judge him which Eateth, for. © 


Amongſt thoſe who go under the name of 


me I 
of them have thought that no Children ſhould 
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| as to; Baptiſcn hok Parents are--not-; 
;- admineed co the Lords Table. This- was the 
£ * . opiniotwof our Learned Mr. Chauncey, who was: 
> - many: years Przfident of the Colledge, and of 
# Mr, Davenport, and ſome'few others of the firſt | 
*- Mhniſters in;theſe Churches. But Mr. Corrow, 
; my, Father. Mather, Mr. Norton, Mr. Regers, 
& Mr. Mizobel, and the - generality of _ our New- 
: England Divines were for a greater Latitude as 
> - tothe fubjeAt of Baptiſm. Some eſteem none 
. to be Members of he Viſible Church, excepting - | 
--thoſe that dang to Par ticu/arChurches + SoM. 
| Hooker, Mr. Stone, and moſt of our Miniſters. - 
- Bbrin this the generality of Congregationa's jn 
England vary fromthem: They ſuppoſe that 
all the men in the worid, who deſerve the name of. 
 Chriſtian:,,r ihat make a proſe flion of the true 
Religion, and da.not &ftroy thac prot. hon by 
- [.any.Error in Judgment, or Scandal in Convers-/ 
| fationyarc the Catholick Viſibte Churchz.of which 
number there are many who are not in full 
. > with any particular Infituted 
E Church. . Some zimit. Baptilm co Mcmberthip in 
F-2a particular Ct ch. So has it been wich us 
> jm. New England for the, moſt part. . Eut other 
5 Eongregationals d:ff:r from us in this poict De. 
* Goodwin has {trenuouſly+ fl:rted, that a Particu- * 
> Tear Chucrh is the Sukj &. of that Ordinance of * 
"the Eords Supper. but not of Baptiſm, And of 
- "this Judgment were Dr Owen, and- Mr. Greene 


that 
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|  b:0, as both of therydid manu yeers fince in} 
. Txters I received from them, fianific tome ; 8 + \- 
” Dr-@wen in-divers of his printed Books,declares;, 


% 


in N. England Yindicated. 247 - 
Xt: | he was ſo perſwaded. So that they who go un-* © 
e .| der the game of Congregational muſt withdraw 
s-. | Communion from one another as well as from 
| | Presbyterians, if dift:ring ſentiments about Diſcs» 
t | plinary Ry tions, be a ſufficient ground for dif- 
y '4 union and ſeparation. Dc. Ames was Conpgre- 
' gational, highly approving oi the Churches- in 
New-England ; and purpoling to have ended his 
5: |. daycs amongſt thems On his Death-bed ( as 
>. | one that was then with him has- publickly teſti» 
= | fied ) he declared that if there were any Chur- 
4 ches,m the World whom God would owngthey 
--4 were ſuch as thoſe-in N-w-England. And altho* 
Gangrena lays, that then it was a mercy that 
Learned Ames lived no longer, better men 
he will not ſay ſo. Dr, Tw/s was Presbyterian, 
nevertheleſs, there was an Endearedneſs between 
| Ames and him, Mr, Marſha!) and Mr. Strong © 
'| Lovcd as Brethren notwithſtanding the former 
was Presbyterian, and the Latter Congregatio\ 
nal:T woLu#res of years are now expiringyfince 
the Miniſters in Loxdon of both thoſe perſwaſt 
ons declared their readineſs to Walk together as 
cording to the Goſpel Rules of Communion of 
j . chez, Would all that pretend to the Name of 
#4>Presbyterian obſerve the Articles of that Union, 
"theCongregationals inNew E noland would readi- 
d) ly ive them theR'ghtH 1nd of Fellowſhip. Eſpe- 
cally if they wouid practice according to 
"Eſtential Articles therein ; particularly that Ar- ; 
-4 ticle which declares, that none ſhall be admitted 
f. #0 al ſpecial Ordinances but ſuch as are not only 
} free from Scandal in their lives,but perſons of hy | 
HOW - 
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742 The Order of the Churches 
© He Godlineſs, maring 4 credible profeſſion of cordi- 
+ al. SubjeFion to Chriſt: And that Article which 
* favs; ec ave moſt willing and ready to give an ac- 
count of our Charch proceedings to each other when 
& defrred Ailo that Articic wheret they {ay, we 
agree that in order to concord, and in weighty and 
= difficult caſes,” it is need/n! and accomnding to the 
- mmd of Ch;ift, that the Miniſters of ſeveral 
* Churches be conſulted and adviſed with about ſuch 
” Matters. Is not the Embodyinginto a Churci 
Stare a weighty matter? [s not the Calling and 
Ordaiding a Miniſter a Weiphty Matter ? They 
that'ſhell do ſuch things without adviſing: with 
"Neighbour Churches or Miniſters, muſt think 
| of ſome other name whereby they may be di- 
© finguiſhed, For it is'a very vain thing for theny 
to/pretend to be either Presbyterian-or Con*- 
_-- gregational : when the Fundamenta! Articles of 
"their Omon arg manifeſtly tranſgreſſed'8e viola» 
* ted:For-my own part | have many years dcfired 
- to fee an Union of theſe two Reforming Parties. 
When | was laſt at Londoy, L did rhat little [ 
* was Capable of, tro promote that Union which 
* ha%s been happily Eff-Qted. And1 account it one 
+ of the greateſt Mercies of my Life,that ever | was 
- at all inſtrumental in ſo Bleſſed a work: In ſeve- 
- ral points, wherein thoſe of the Congregational 


in my own Judgment, that they have. Truth 


> Eminent'men tor Piety & Learning of the Pres- 
| byterian perſwaſion, as any the World ha's in 
this laſt' Age been Blefſed with, whom-it is..an 
=» | RMliction 


Ba" "ay 


Lag their fide ; nevertheleſs, there have been as 


E perſwaſion- differ trom the other, | am ſatisfyed *-*} 
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afthction at all to difler from. I therefore finiſh, © 
.- with the words of a Great man among us, (x) 


who ſpeaking of fome Presbyterian Divipes,thus 1 

Exprefleth himſelf, Thoſe Godly Learned Divines 1 

we do ſo highly Efteemy& ſo deeply Reverence' in'the 

Lord,that were the cauſe our own, 5 not the:Lords, 

we ſhout rather let it fall, than defend it, by Oppo- 
ſition to the Grave Fudz:ment of ſuch Haly Saints. 
(z) Mr. Cotton. way of the Churches, P. 84 
THE EN.-D. 
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